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Overview

• What is WBSA?

• Basic Principles of Open Data

• Transportation Data Types & Uses 

• Challenges to Open Data

• Moving Beyond Navigation



• Who We are
– Un-incorporated, all-volunteer, 

non-profit community organization

– Non-partisan coalition of residents, 
property owners, small business 
owners, and community 
representatives

• Our Mission
– To develop and implement a 

unified community development 
strategy for West Baltimore

• Our Charge
– To educate, unite, and empower 

West Baltimore MARC area 
communities through targeted 
research, comprehensive strategy 
development, and effective 
organizing

• What We Believe
– The development process should 

be transparent, inclusive, and 
accountable to the general public. 
We also believe that projects 
involving public resources should 
produce tangible community 
benefits.



Open Transportation Data – Embracing Innovation in Information Sharing. April 2012. Novavia
Solutions. 
http://www.slideshare.net/jdmargulici/open-data-fortransportation-agencies



Transportation Data Types & Uses 

• General Types

– Accident reports

– Paving analyses and 

moratoria

– Parking capacity and 

usage

– Radar speed detection

– Real time transit vehicle 

locations

• Common Uses

– Traffic detection & 

control

– Resurfacing

– Parking management & 

enforcement

– Fleet management

– Trip planning tools

– Real estate marketing



Open Transportation Data – Embracing Innovation in Information Sharing. April 2012. Novavia
Solutions. 
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Challenges to Open Data

• Retooling city agencies to monitor, collect, & 
organize data

• Administrative, financial, & technical burdens 
of keeping data & software applications up-to-
date and available 

• Reliance on third-party developers for user 
interfaces 

• Data illiteracy & the technological divide

• Aversion to full disclosure 



Moving Beyond Navigation

• Current primary uses: traffic detection, vehicle 
location, & fleet management

• Open data can be used as an accountability tool 

• Public agencies have a responsibility to assist the 
public in understanding the data. It’s not enough 
to just make it available. It must be discoverable 
and usable. 

• Using the data to make informed choices

• Driver for local & regional infrastructure planning 
& investment 
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