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President’s Task Force on 21st Century 
Policing 

• Following high-profile killings by police last summer, President Obama 
established task force to improve police-community relations

• Many of the final report’s recommendations concern improving 
public access to data –

• To collect and publish data about stops, summonses, arrests, reported crime, 
and other law enforcement data aggregated by demographics.

• To collect and publish data about use of force

• To collect and publish officer-involved shooting and death-in-custody data.



In other words…
public safety data is open data

If we want -

• better transparency and accountability

• the public to help to highlight problems, help us work towards 
solutions

Then –

• Public safety data must be collected and openly published



Open Data =
the right to information online 

Administratively Technically

Proactively Online Open formats 

Cost-free Machine-readable

License-free Bulk downloads



http://www.pewinternet.org/2015/04/21/open-government-data/

Why Open Data? 

To provide the public 

information people want. 

2015 Pew Study: 

• 76% of people go online to 

interact with government

• The majority of those people 

are seeking information



Why open data (for public safety)?

• Creating Transparency

• Empowering Accountability

• Improving Public Service

• Creating New Opportunities for Public Participation



Transparency – Crime Data

• Policies to collect and publish police 
practice leads to more public analysis and 
reporting

• New Orleans’ Open Data portal provides a 
real-time feed of police calls for service data



Accountability – Stop and Frisk Data

• Published data empowers 
oversight, public pressure 
and litigation

• New York change in stop 
and frisk policy 
represented power of 
data plus active advocacy



Improving Public Services – OIS Data

• Making data available 
makes problems more 
salient and public

• Dallas PD’s publication of 
officer-involved shooting 
data increased state 
interest in addressing 
officer-involved shootings 



Creating New Opportunities for Public Participation

• That’s us!

• So how to get started?



Where can you find open public safety data?

• Government data portals

• Agency sites

• Collaboratives between government and public partners

• Open data inventories – just getting started:
• Sunlight’s Criminal Justice data inventory

• Police Foundation’s Public Safety Data Portal

• Code for America’s Police Open Data Census

https://data.baltimorecity.gov/browse?category=Public Safety
http://www.doc.state.co.us/opa-publications/248
http://ctrp3.ctdata.org/rawdata/
https://www.opendataphilly.org/
http://sunlightfoundation.com/criminaljustice/
http://publicsafetydataportal.org/
https://codeforamerica.github.io/PoliceOpenDataCensus/

