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What is Neighborhood?



• What did we know?

– Baltimore is the cultural and historic center of the region

– Arts and Entertainment Districts: 

• Station North (est. 2002), Highlandtown (est. 2003) and Bromo Tower (est. 
2012)

• Arts opportunities providing spaces and events for social 
interaction of increasingly diverse residents (Ann Markusen)

• Research on Measuring Vitality

– Presence, Participation, Support -- Urban Institute’s Arts and Culture Indicators 
Project 
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Vitality = Umami?



Why is measuring arts and culture 
important?
– Inclusive Data Story

– Equitable Distribution of Resources

– Capture Representation of Cultural Assets

– Heighten awareness of Arts & Culture as Vital to 

Neighborhoods to a Broad Audience

Arts & 
Culture 

Opportunities
Community-

Building Wellbeing



Baltimore Neighborhood Indicators 
Alliance 6
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• Centralized source for arts and culture data for 
neighborhoods

• Interactive, web-based, publicly-accessible

• Correlate the arts with Baltimore’s vitality, 
growth, and development

GEOLOOM co>map
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• Allow for crowdsourcing of information

• Ensure more representative picture of arts and 
culture in Baltimore

• Geographically identify gaps and resources

• Allow for the creation of networks to strengthen 
artists, cultural organizations, and communities

• Culture is expansive, but we can begin to capture 
vitality in neighborhoods

GEOLOOM co>map



How do you define Arts & Culture?
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What type of Arts, Culture, and Vitality Information 
Would Help You?
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• How do you define Arts & Culture?

• What can you add to the map?

• What else would be helpful and informative to 
see on the map?

• How do we make the map work better for you, 
your community, or your organization?

Why Hack-the-Map?
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• Individual Points (Will demo!)

• Send over a list!

How to get on the Map



geoloom.org
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