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The impact of place is most evident in the ultimate indi-
cator of health, life expectancy . Racial differences in life 
expectancy persist, with white Baltimoreans living on 
average 3 years longer (76 .1) than black (70 .9) Baltimoreans 
in 2017 .1 However, Other social, economic and environ-
mental factors also contribute to disparate life expectancy . 
Holding race steady, two different neighborhoods can have 
strikingly different average life expectancies as much as 
ten years . 

These spatial disparities in life expectancy span the gamut 
of issues in all of the other chapters of the Vital Signs 
report—from neighborhood disparities in violence, vacant 
and abandoned housing, median income, unemployment 
or even tree canopy . To address these issues, the Balti-
more City Health Department released Healthy Baltimore 
20202  aimed at ensuring a place-based approach to health 
policies overall . 

Baltimore has also had a long-term strategy to improve 
birth outcomes coordinated by the B’More for Healthy 
Babies3 initiative . Since 2010, infant mortality in Baltimore 
has reduced by 38%, through effort particularly focused on 
promoting prenatal care and helping to reduce sleep-re-
lated infant deaths . 

Vital Signs 17 highlights those indicators that best provide 
a snapshot of our city’s health across all neighborhoods .

 Analysis of indicators in this chapter has been closely 
coordinated with the Baltimore City Health Department

Data
Children & Family Health data for Vital Signs 17 indica-
tors come from several sources . State sources include the 
Maryland Department of Vital Statistics and Maryland 
Department of Human Resources . City sources include 
Baltimore City Health Department and the Baltimore City

Children and Family Health
The neighborhoods where Baltimoreans live, work and play have a direct relationship to 
community-based health outcomes. At the neighborhood level, historic, social, economic 
and environmental forces can determine quality of life through health-based indicators. 
For Baltimore, the overall picture for these indicators is mixed: overall life expectancy for 
the city has been declining over the past few years. On the positive side, access to prena-
tal care has expanded, and with an overall decrease in infant mortality and babies being 
born with low birth-weight. 

1.  Maryland Department of Health and Mental Hygiene’s Vital Statistics Annual Report (2017)  
http://dhmh.maryland. gov/vsa/Pages/reports.aspx

2.  Healthy Baltimore 2020: A Blueprint for Health (2016) https://www.hb2020.com/

3.  Baltimore Medical System 2017 Annual Report. https://bmsi.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/01/Batimore-Medi-
cal-System-2017-Annual-Report.pdf

Life Expectancy 
in Select Baltimore CSAs, 2017
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Guilford/Homeland

SOURCE: BALTIMORE CITY HEALTH DEPARTMENT
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Liquor Board . Indicators are created by normalizing data 
to the number of residents or other relevant population 
in a given area . This will reflect the concentration of an 
indicator within an area, and allow for comparison across 
neighborhoods and over time .

Vital Signs 17 includes fourteen indicators for Community 
Statistical Areas4 (CSAs) designed to track the health 
of adults, children, and infants in Baltimore City and its 
neighborhoods . These indicators are grouped into the 
following categories: birth outcomes; life expectancy and 
mortality; built environment and food security; and social 
assistance programs .

Birth Outcomes5 
Vital Signs 17 tracks four birth outcome indicators for Balti-
more’s Community Statistical Areas (CSAs): teen birth 
rate; percent of births delivered at term; percent of babies 
born with satisfactory birth weight; and percent of births 
where the mother received early prenatal care .

Teen Birth Rate
Baltimore City’s teen birth rate (the number of girls aged 
15-19 who have given birth per 1,000 females aged 15-19) has 
continued to decrease over the past several years . Between 
2016 and 2017, the teen birth rate further decreased from 
26 .9 to 23 .3 . In 2017, the CSAs with the highest teen birth 
rates were Orangeville/East Highlandtown (85 .6), Morrell 
Park/Violetville (69 .0) and Brooklyn/Curtis Bay/Hawkins 
Point (68 .6) . Five CSAs with zero teen births were Canton, 
Cross-Country/Cheswolde, Fells Point, Greater Roland 
Park/Poplar Hill, Mount Washington/Coldspring .

Births Delivered at Term
Between 2016 and 2017, the percentage of births that were 
delivered at term (at least 37 weeks gestation) in Baltimore 
City increased from 86 .4% to 86 .6% . In 2017, the CSAs 
with the highest percentage of births at term were Canton 
(95 .1%) and Mount Washington/Coldspring

 (94 .6%) . The CSAs with the lowest percentage of births at 
term occurred in Poppleton/The Terraces/Hollins Market 
(71 .4%), and Greenmount East (76 .4%) . 

Babies Born with Satisfactory Weight

Between 2015 and 2016, the percentage of births where the 
child was of satisfactory weight (at least 5 .5lbs) in Balti-
more City increased from 87 .7% to 88 .4% . In 2016, the CSAs 
with the highest percentage of births with satisfactory 
birth weight were Canton (96 .0%) and South Baltimore 
(95 .3%); the CSAs with the lowest percentage of births 
with satisfactory birth weight were Clifton-Berea (77 .9%) 
and Edmondson Village (80 .0%) .

Early Prenatal Care
Between 2016 and 2017, the percentage of births where 
the mother received early prenatal care (care that began 
during the first trimester of pregnancy) in Baltimore City 
increased from 50 .9% to 63 .4% . In 2017, the CSAs with the 
highest percentage of births where the mother received 
early prenatal care were Canton (82 .9%) and Inner Harbor/
Federal Hill (81 .8%) . The CSAs with the lowest percentages 
of mothers receiving early prenatal care included South-
west Baltimore (50 .9%), and Westport/Mount Winans/
Lakeland (41 .7%) .

Life Expectancy and Mortality6 

Life expectancy (how long one might expect to live) and 
mortality rates (chances of dying) are fundamental health 
outcomes that are increasingly correlated with other indi-
cators about a person’s neighborhood . Vital Signs 17 reports 
life expectancy at birth and mortality rates for five age cate-
gories . These two indicators are inversely related; CSAs 
with low life expectancy have high rates of mortality in 
the younger age categories .

Life Expectancy
Between 2016 and 2017, the life expectancy at birth in 
Baltimore City declined from 73 .2 years to 72 .9 years . The 
CSAs with the highest life expectancy were Cross-Coun-
try/Cheswolde (85 .0 years), Greater Roland Park/Poplar 
Hill (83 .6 years), and North Baltimore/Guilford/Homeland 
(82 .4 years) . The CSAs with the lowest life expectancy 
were Downtown/Seton Hill (65 .7 years) and Poppleton/
The Terraces/Hollins Market (66 .9 years) .

Data Key
Green colored text denotes a positive change.
Red colored text denotes a negative change.
Blue colored text denotes a neutral change.

4.  CSAs are groups of census tracks that correspond to neighborhoods which vary in size. See Vital Signs 16 
Introduction.

5.  Birth outcome data comes from the Maryland Department of Vital Statistics. Of the 7,936 births recorded in 
Baltimore City in 2017, 127 births (1.6%) were not assigned to any one part of the city.

6.Data and methodology provided by the Baltimore City Department of Health.
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Infant Mortality
The infant mortality rate measures the average number 
of deaths over a 5-year period in persons under the age 
of one per 1,000 live births . During 2013-2017, the infant 
mortality rate was 9 .3 per 1,000 live births in Baltimore 
City . The CSAs with the highest infant mortality rate were 
Clifton-Berea (18 .0), Pimlico/Arlington/Hilltop (18 .7), and 
Cherry Hill (17 .4) . Greater Roland Park/Poplar Hill and 
Mount Washington/Coldspring experienced an infant 
mortality rate of zero.

Mortality Ages 1-14
During 2013-2017, Baltimore City’s age-specific mortality 
rate for persons aged 1-14 was 2 .5 per 10,000 persons . There 
were 14 CSAs with zero deaths of persons in this age group . 
The CSAs with the highest mortality rates were Downtown/
Seton Hill (20 .7) and Midway/Coldstream (8 .4) .

Mortality Ages 15-24
During 2013-2017, Baltimore City’s age-specific mortality 
rate for persons aged 15-24 was 11 .9 per 10,000 persons . 
Canton experienced a mortality rate of zero for this age 
group . The CSAs with the highest rates were Pimlico/
Arlington/Hilltop (35 .5) and Upton/Druid Heights (26 .0) .

Mortality Ages 25-44
During 2013-2017, Baltimore City’s age-specific mortality 
rate for persons aged 25-44 was 27 .2 per 10,000 persons . The 
CSAs with the lowest rates were Greater Roland Park/Poplar 
Hill (5 .1) and Canton (5 .9) . The CSAs with the highest rates 
were Southwest Baltimore (58 .3) and Sandtown-Winchester/
Harlem Park (57 .2) . 

Mortality Ages 45-64
During 2013-2017, Baltimore City’s age-specific mortality 
rate for persons aged 45-64 was 122 .3 per 10,000 persons . The 
CSAs with the highest rates were Poppleton/The Terraces/
Hollins Market (215 .6), Upton/Druid Heights (200 .4), and 
Clifton-Berea (190 .3) . The CSAs with the lowest rates were 
Greater Roland Park/Poplar Hill (32 .3), Cross-Country/ 
Cheswolde (48 .2), and Mt . Washington/Coldspring (48 .9) .

Mortality Ages 65-84
During 2013-2017, Baltimore City’s age-specific mortality 
rate for persons aged 65-84 was 391 .7 per 10,000 persons . 
The CSAs with the highest rates were Downtown/Seton 
Hill (776 .3) and Claremont/Armistead (537 .1) . The CSAs 
with the lowest rates were Cross-Country/Cheswolde 
(185 .0) and Greater Roland Park/Poplar Hill (189 .6) .

Mortality Ages 85+
During 2013-2017, Baltimore City’s age-specific mortality 
rate for persons 85 and over was 1,311 .9 per 10,000 persons . 
The CSAs with the highest rates were The Waverlies (2,081 .6)
and Midway/Coldstream (1,961 .9) . The CSAs with the lowest 
rates were Cross-Country/Cheswolde (891 .6), Greater 
Charles Village/Barclay (1,000 .0), and Midtown (1,000 .0) .

Social Assistance Programs7 
Baltimore residents have access to several federal 
programs aimed at assisting people during times of finan-
cial distress . The uptake of these programs ebbs and flows 
with economic cycles, but also varies by neighborhoods 
in the City . Vital Signs 17 tracks Temporary Assistance to

Mortality by Age (1-14 Years Old), 2017

0.0
0.1 - 2.1
2.2 - 3.6
3.7 - 8.4
8.5 - 20.7

Rate per 
10,000 Residents:

7.  Source of data is the Maryland Department of Human Resources through a data sharing agreement with the 
Jacob France Institute. Research has shown that administrative records yield significantly higher counts 
of participation in government safety-net programs compared with survey (Census) estimates. Lynch et al 
(2008) “Differences in Estimates of Public Assistance Recipiency Between Surveys and Administrative Records” 
www.ubalt.edu/jfi/jfi/reports/TANFJan2008.pdf



—4—

8.  Rachel L. Johnson Thornton, et al (2011). Zoning for 
a Healthy Baltimore: A Health Impact Assessment 
of the Transform Baltimore Comprehensive Zoning 
Code Rewrite.

 Needy Families (TANF), a program administered through 
the Maryland Department of Human Resources .

Families Receiving TANF
Between 2016 and 2017, the percent of families in Baltimore 
City who received TANF support at some point during 
the year decreased from 7 .9% to 6 .9% . The CSAs with the 
highest percentage of families receiving TANF were Clif-
ton-Berea and Cherry Hill (17 .0%) and Oldtown/Middle East 
(15 .8%) . The CSAs with the lowest percentage included 
Mount Washington/Coldspring (0 .0%), Greater Roland 
Park/Poplar Hill (0 .2%) and Canton (0 .7%) .

Built Environment
A neighborhood’s built environment (buildings, streets, 
stores, etc .) provide the context for human activity and can 
directly or indirectly impact the ability of residents to live 
healthy lives . High concentrations of establishments that 
sell alcohol can have adverse effects on crime and safety .8 
Vital Signs 17 tracks the density of off-premise liquor outlets .

Liquor Outlet Density
Between 2016 and 2017, the density of off-premise liquor 
outlets in Baltimore City, where alcohol can be taken out 
of the establishment that sells it, declined from 1 .1 to 1 .0 
per 1,000 persons . The highest density of liquor stores 
was in Downtown/Seton Hill (5 .3 per 1,000 persons) and 
Highlandtown (5 .1 per 1,000 persons) . There were zero 
off-premise liquor stores in Cross-Country/Cheswolde and 
Dickeyville/Franklintown .
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Five Highest:
1 .  Orangeville/East  

Highlandtown
2 .  Morrell Park/Violetville
3 .  Brooklyn/Curtis  

Bay/ Hawkins Point
4 .  Downtown/Seton Hill
5 .  Westport/Mount 

Winans/Lakeland

Five Lowest:
1 .  Canton, Cross-Country 

Cheswolde, Fells Point, 
Greater Roland Park/ 
Poplar Hill, Mount 
Washington/ Coldspring

2 .  North Baltimore/  
Guilford/Homeland

3 .  Northwood
4 .  Greater Charles  

Village/Barclay
5 .  Midtown

Five Highest:
1 .  Canton
2 .  Fells Point
3 .  Dickeyville/

Franklintown
4 . Cross-Country/

Cheswolde
5 .  Inner Harbor 

Federal Hill, Mount 
Washington/Coldspring

Five Lowest:
1 .  Poppleton/ The 

Terraces/Hollins Market
2 .  Greenmount East
3 .  Clifton-Berea
4 .  Pimlico/Arlington/

Hilltop
5 .  Southwest Baltimore

Percent of Babies 
Born with a Satisfactory Birth Weight
Measure of babies born at a healthy weight .

Definition: The percentage of children born with a birth 
weight of at least 5½ pounds out of all births in the area . 
(MARYLAND DEPARTMENT OF VITAL STATISTICS 2010, 2011, 

2012, 2013, 2014, 2015, 2016, 2017)

Percent of Births 
Where the Mother Received  
Early Prenatal Care
Measure of healthy pregnancies and healthy babies .

Definition: The percentage of births where the mother 
received prenatal care during the first trimester of the 
pregnancy in a calendar year out of all births within an 
area . This information is calculated by the Vital Statistics 
registration information collected from each live birth . 
(SOURCE: MARYLAND DEPARTMENT OF VITAL STATISTICS 2010, 

2011, 2012, 2013, 2014, 2015, 2016, 2017)

Five Highest:
1 .  Canton
2 .  Inner Harbor/

Federal Hill
3 .  North Baltimore/

Guilford/Homeland
4 .  Fells Point
5 .  Washington 

Village/Pigtown

Five Lowest:
1 .  Southwest Baltimore
2 .  Westport/Mount 

Winans/Lakeland
3 .  Orangeville/East 

Highlandtown
4 .  Southeastern
5 .  Glen-Fallstaff

Five Highest:
1 .  Canton
2 .  Mount Washington/

Coldspring
3 .  Greater Charles 

Village/Barclay
4 .  Dickeyville/

Franklintown
5 .  Cross-Country/

Cheswolde

Five Lowest:
1 .  Poppleton/The Terraces/

Hollins Market
2 .  Greenmount East
3 .  Harbor East/Little Italy
4 .  Clifton-Berea
5 .  Pimlico/Arlington 

Hilltop

Children and Family Health
Indicator Definitions and Rankings

Birth Outcome Indicators

Teen Birth Rate
Measure of birth among young persons  .

Definition: The rate of female teens aged 15-19 that gave 
birth per 1,000 females aged 15-19 . (MARYLAND DEPARTMENT 
OF VITAL STATISTICS, 2010, 2011, 2012, 2013, 2014, 2015, 

2016, 2017; U.S. CENSUS, 2010)

Percent of Births 
Delivered at Term
Measures the portion of births that are considered to be 
full-term and likely to result in a healthier baby .

Definition: The percentage of births delivered at term 
measures the percentage of births in a calendar year where 
the baby is delivered between 37 and 42 weeks of gestation . 
(MARYLAND DEPARTMENT OF VITAL STATISTICS 2010, 2011, 

2012, 2013, 2014, 2015, 2016, 2017)

For each indicator reported in Vital Signs 17, we provide the data source, the years for 
which it is reported, and the five CSAs with the highest and lowest values for the indica-
tor; these may not correspond to positive or negative trends
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Five Highest:
1 .  Cedonia/Frankford
2 .  Brooklyn/Curtis 

Bay/ Hawkins Point
3 .  Beechfield/Ten 

Hills/West Hills
4 .  Southwest Baltimore
5 .  Northwood

Five Lowest:
Six CSAs did not 
report for 2017 .

Number of Children 
Tested for Elevated Blood Lead Levels
Measure of child testing for the potential of elevated blood 
lead levels .

Definition: This indicator reflects the total number of chil-
dren aged 0-6 who are tested for the presence of blood lead 
in a calendar year . (SOURCE: MARYLAND DEPARTMENT OF THE 
ENVIRONMENT, LEAD POISONING PREVENTION PROGRAM, 2010, 

2011, 2012, 2013, 2014, 2015, 2016)

Life Expectancy at Birth
Summarizes health over the entire lifespan .

Definition: The average number of years a newborn can 
expect to live, assuming he or she experiences the currently 
prevailing rates of death through their lifespan . (SOURCE: 
VITAL STATISTICS MORTALITY DATA, 2007-2011, 2008-2012, 

2009-2013, 2010-2014, 2011-2015, 2012-2016, 2013-2017, ANAL-

YSIS BY: BALTIMORE CITY HEALTH DEPARTMENT)

Infant Mortality
Measure of death rate in persons under one year of age .
Definition: The number of infant deaths (babies under one 
year of age) per 1,000 live births within the area in a five year 
period .  This is the most stable and commonly measured 
indicator of mortality in this age group . (SOURCE: VITAL 
STATISTICS MORTALITY DATA, 2007-2011, 2008-2012, 2009-

2013, 2010-2014, 2011-2015, 2012-2016, 2013-2017, ANALYSIS 

BY: BALTIMORE CITY HEALTH DEPARTMENT)

Percent of Children with 
Elevated Blood Lead Levels
Measure of high exposure to lead for young children .
Definition: The number of children aged 0-6 that are found 
to either have elevated blood lead levels  (≥10Mg/dL) or 
lead poisoning (≥20 Mg/dL) out of the number of children 
tested within an area in a calendar year . (SOURCE: MARYLAND 
DEPARTMENT OF THE ENVIRONMENT, LEAD POISONING PREVEN-

TION PROGRAM, 2010, 2011, 2012, 2013, 2014, 2015, 2016)

Five Highest:
1 .  Cross-Country/ 

Cheswolde
2 .  Greater Roland 

Park/Poplar Hill
3 . North Baltimore/

Guilford/Homeland
4 . Inner Harbor/

Federal Hill
5 .  Canton, Mount 

Washington

Five Lowest:
1 .  Downtown/Seton Hill
2 .  Poppleton/The 

Terraces/Hollins Market
3 .  Southwest Baltimore
4 .  Greenmount East
5 .  Clifton-Berea, Midway/

Coldstream

Five Highest:
1 . Clifton-Berea
2 .  Pimlico/Arlington/

Hilltop
3 .  Cherry Hill
4 .  Southern Park Heights
5 .  Chinquapin Park/

Belvedere, The 
Waverlies

Five Lowest:
1 .  Greater Roland Park/

Poplar Hill, Mount 
Washington/Coldspring

2 .  North Baltimore/
Guilford/Homeland

3 .  Morrell Park/Violetville
4 .  Inner Harbor/

Federal Hill
5 .  Westport/Mount 

Winans/Lakeland

Five Highest:
1 .  Greenmount East
2 .  Sandtown-Winchester/

Harlem Park
3 .  Midway/Coldstream
4 .  Madison/East End

Five Lowest:
   Forty-four CSAs had 
no children found to 
have elevated blood 
lead levels in 2016 .

Lead Poisoning Indicators 
(From Vital Signs 16)

Life Expectancy and  
Mortality Indicators
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Mortality by Age 
1-14 years old
Measure of death rate for persons between one and 14 
years old .
Definition: The number of deaths of persons between the 
ages of one and 14 per 10,000 persons within the area in 
a five year period . (SOURCE: VITAL STATISTICS MORTALITY 
DATA, 2007-2011, 2008-2012, 2009-2013, 2010-2014, 2011-

2015, 2012-2016, 2013-2017. ANALYSIS BY: BALTIMORE CITY 

HEALTH DEPARTMENT)

Mortality by Age
25-44 years old
Measure of death rate for persons between 25 and 44 
years old .

Definition: The number of deaths of persons between the 
ages of 25 and 44 per 10,000 persons within the area in a 
five year period . (SOURCE: VITAL STATISTICS MORTALITY 
DATA, 2007-2011, 2008-2012, 2009-2013, 2010-2014, 2011-

2015, 2012-2016, 2013-2017. ANALYSIS BY: BALTIMORE CITY 

HEALTH DEPARTMENT)

Mortality by Age 
45-64 years old
Measure of death rate for persons between 45 and 64 
years old .

Definition: The number of deaths of persons between the 
ages of 45 and 64 per 10,000 persons within the area in a 
five year period . (SOURCE: VITAL STATISTICS MORTALITY 
DATA, 2007-2011, 2008-2012, 2009-2013, 2010-2014, 2011-

2015, 2012-2016, 2013-2017. ANALYSIS BY: BALTIMORE CITY 

HEALTH DEPARTMENT)

Mortality by Age 
15-24 years old
Measure of death rate for persons between 15 and 24 
years old .
Definition: The number of deaths of persons between the 
ages of 15 and 24 per 10,000 persons within the area in a 
five year period . (SOURCE: VITAL STATISTICS MORTALITY DATA, 
2007-2011, 2008-2012, 2009-2013, 2010-2014, 2011-2015, 2012-2016, 

2013-2017. ANALYSIS BY: BALTIMORE CITY HEALTH DEPARTMENT)

Five Highest:
1 .  Downtown/Seton Hill
2   Midway/Coldstream
3 .  Greater Mondawmin
4  . Westport/Mount 

Winans/Lakeland
5 .  Allendale/

Irvington/S . Hilton

Five Lowest:
   Fourteen CSAs 
reported zero deaths 
for this age in 2016 .

Five Highest:
1 .  Southwest Baltimore
2 .  Sandtown-Winchester/ 

Harlem Park
3 .  Greater Rosemont
4 .  Greenmount East
5 .  Midway/Coldstream

Five Lowest:
1 .  Greater Roland 

Park/Poplar Hill
2 .  Canton
3 .  South Baltimore
4 .  Inner Harbor/

Federal Hill
5 .  Fells Point

Five Highest:
1 .  Poppleton/The Terraces/

Hollins Market
2 .  Upton/Druid Heights
3 .  Clifton-Berea
4 .  Southwest Baltimore
5 .  Greenmount East

Five Lowest:
1 .  Greater Roland 

Park/Poplar Hill
2 .  Cross-Country/ 

Cheswolde
3 .  Mount Washington/ 

Coldspring
4 .  North Baltimore/ 

Guilford/Homeland
5 .  Inner Harbor/ 

Federal Hill

Five Highest:
1 .  Pimlico/Arlington/

Hilltop
2 .  Upton/Druid Heights
3 .  Midway/Coldstream
4 .  Dorchester/Ashburton
5 .  Forest Park/Walbrook

Five Lowest:
1 .  Canton
2 .  North Baltimore/

Guilford/Homeland
3 .  Highlandtown
4 .  Midtown
5 . Greater Charles 

Village/Barclay
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Mortality by Age 
65-84 years old
Measure of death rate for persons between 65 and 84 
years old .

Definition: The number of deaths of persons between the 
ages of 65 and 84 per 10,000 persons within the area in a 
five year period . (SOURCE: VITAL STATISTICS MORTALITY 
DATA, 2007-2011, 2008-2012, 2009-2013, 2010-2014, 2011-

2015, 2012-2016, 2013-2017. ANALYSIS BY: BALTIMORE CITY 

HEALTH DEPARTMENT)

Percentage of Families 
Receiving TANF
Measure of uptake of federal cash assistance .

Definition: Temporary Assistance for Needy Families 
(TANF) is a federal assistance program . TANF provides 
temporary financial assistance while aiming to get people 
off of that assistance, primarily through employment . 
(SOURCE: MARYLAND DEPARTMENT OF HUMAN RESOURCES, 2011, 

2012, 2013, 2014, 2015, 2016, 2017. U.S. CENSUS, 2010)

Liquor Outlet Density
Measures the concentration of access to off-premise liquor .

Definition: This indicator reflects the number of business 
establishments that possess a Class A (Off Sale package 
goods no on-premises consumption - 6 days, 6:00 a .m .- 
Midnight . No Sunday sales except Sundays between 
Thanksgiving Day and New Year’s Day upon issuance of 
a special license for each Sunday) or BD7 (tavern) business 
license that allows them to sell beer, wine, or liquor . Other 
liquor licenses to restaurants or on-premise consumption 
were not included in this analysis . This number is provided 
by 1,000 residents to allow for comparison across neighbor-
hoods . (SOURCE: BALTIMORE CITY LIQUOR BOARD 2011, 2012, 
2013, 2014, 2015, 2016, 2017. U.S. CENSUS 2010)

Mortality by Age 
85 and Over
Measure of death rate for persons between 85 years old 
and above .
Definition: The number of deaths of persons 85 years and 
older per 10,000 persons within the area in a five year 
period . (SOURCE: VITAL STATISTICS MORTALITY DATA, 2007-
2011, 2008-2012, 2009-2013, 2010-2014, 2011-2015, 2012-

2016, 2013-2017. ANALYSIS BY: BALTIMORE CITY HEALTH 

DEPARTMENT)

Five Highest:
1 .  Downtown/Seton Hill 
2 .  Claremont/Armistead
3 .  Brooklyn/Curtis 

Bay/ Hawkins Point
4 .  Washington 

Village/Pigtown
5 .  Cherry Hill

Five Lowest:

1 .  Cross-Country/
Cheswolde

2 .  Greater Roland 
Park/Poplar Hill

3 .  North Baltimore/
Guilford/Homeland

4 .  Mount Washington/
Coldspring

5 .  Glen-Fallstaff

Five Highest:
1 .  Cherry Hill
2 .  Clifton-Berea
3 . Oldtown/Middle East
4 . Sandtown-Winchester/
Harlem Park
5 .  Poppleton/The 

Terraces/Hollins Market

Five Lowest:
1 .  Mount Washington/

Coldspring
2 .  Greater Roland 

Park/Poplar Hill
3 .  Canton
4 . South Baltimore
 5 .  North Baltimore/

Guilford/Homeland

Five Highest:
1 .  Downtown/Seton Hill 
2 .  Highlandtown
3 .  Fells Point
4 .  Canton
5 .  South Baltimore

Five Lowest:
1 .  Cross-Country/ 

Cheswolde, Dickeyville/ 
Franklintown

2 .  Northwood
3 .  Beechfield/Ten 

Hills/West Hills
4 .  Greater Mondawmin
5 .  Cherry Hill

Five Highest:

1 .  The Waverlies

2 .  Midway/Coldstream

3 .  Mount Washington/
Coldspring

4 .  Belair-Edison

5 .  Beechfield/Ten 
Hills/West Hills

Five Lowest:

1 .  Cross-Country/ 
Cheswolde

2 .  Greater Charles 
Village/Barclay

3 .  Midtown 

4 .  Medfield/Hampden/ 
Woodberry/Remington

5 .  Morrell Park/Violetville

Social Assistance Indicators

Built Environment  
and Food Security
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Fast Food Outlet Density 
(From Vital Signs 13)
Measures the concentration of prepared foods (ready-made, 
to-go meals and snacks) locations .

Definition: The Johns Hopkins Center for a Livable Future 
(CLF) obtained the food permit list from the Baltimore City 
Health Department in August 2011, which includes all sites 
that sell food, such as stores, restaurants, and temporary 
locations such as farmers’ market stands and street carts . 
The restaurants were grouped into three categories, includ-
ing full service restaurants, fast food chains, and carryouts . 
Carryout and fast food chain restaurants were extracted 
from the restaurant layer and spatially joined with the 2010 
Community Statistical Area (CSA) data layer, provided by 
BNIA-JFI . The prepared foods density, per 1,000 people, 
was calculated for each CSA using the CSA’s population 
and the total number of carryout and fast food restaurants, 
including vendors selling prepared foods in public markets . 
(SOURCE: BALTIMORE CITY HEALTH DEPARTMENT, 2011, 2013 

ANALYSIS BY: JOHNS HOPKINS CENTER FOR A LIVABLE FUTURE)

Average Healthy Food Availability Index 
(from Vital Signs 15)
The Baltimore City Healthy Food Availability Index 
(HFAI) is a quantitative depiction of the availability of 
healthy and whole food in supermarkets, small groceries 
& corner stores, convenience stores, and other stores that 
sell food .

Definition: The Johns Hopkins Center for a Livable Future 
(CLF) calculated HFAI scores for all food stores in Balti-
more, in summer 2012, using an adapted version of the 
NEMS-S (Nutrition Environment Measures Survey in 
Stores) tool . The NEMS-S tool was developed by research-
ers at the Rollins School of Public Health at Emory Univer-
sity to measure the nutritional environment of food retail 
stores and was designed to assess healthy food availability 
in grocery and convenience stores . CLF obtained a food 
permit list from the Baltimore City Health Department in 
August 2011, which includes all sites that sell food, such 
as stores, restaurants, and temporary locations such as 
farmers’ market stands and street carts . HFAI scores range 
from zero to 28 .5, with higher scores indicating more avail-
ability of healthy and whole food in a food store (SOURCE: 
BALTIMORE CITY HEALTH DEPARTMENT, 2011, 2014, ANAL-

YSIS BY: JOHNS HOPKINS CENTER FOR A LIVABLE FUTURE 

(CLF) 2012, 2015)

Five Highest:
1 .  Downtown/Seton Hill
2 .  Madison/East End
3 .  Inner Harbor/

Federal Hill
4 .  Oldtown/Middle East
5 .  Harbor East/Little Italy

Five Lowest:
1 .  Cross-Country/

Cheswolde
2 .  Dickeyville/

Franklintown
3 .  Edmondson Village
4 .  Loch Raven
5 .  Forest Park/Walbrook

Five Highest:
1 .  Mt . Washington/

Coldspring
2 .  Canton 
3 .  South Baltimore
4 .  Highlandtown 
5 .  Southeastern

Five Lowest:
1 .  Cross-Country/

Cheswolde
2 . Dickeyville/

Franklintown
3 .  Claremont/Armistead
4 .  Edmondson Village
5 .  Greater Rosemont
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