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Introduction
About the Baltimore Neighborhood Indicators Alliance

In 1998, the Annie E. Casey Foundation approached the Association of Baltimore
Area Grantmakers (ABAG) to explore the interest in Baltimore for developing a
neighborhood indicators initiative. The two-year long planning process that followed
brought together several citywide nonprofit organizations, city government, neighborhoods, and foundations, and led to the creation of the Baltimore Neighborhood
Indicators Alliance (BNIA)—which would be dedicated to developing and maintaining a community-based data system open and accessible to all neighborhoods. In
2000, BNIA became an early partner in the Urban Institute’s National Neighborhood
Indicators Partnership1 (NNIP), which today is a network of organizations with similar missions in more than 36 cities across the United States. In 2006, BNIA moved
to the University of Baltimore’s Jacob France Institute in an effort to expand on the
capabilities of BNIA and was renamed the Baltimore Neighborhood Indicators Alliance – Jacob France Institute (BNIA-JFI).

Since 2002, BNIA-JFI has been producing the Vital Signs
report annually to provide outcome indicators that “take
the pulse” of Baltimore neighborhoods progress towards
a better quality of life in every neighborhood. The goal of
this effort is for neighborhood residents, organizations, and
other stakeholders to use data and the Vital Signs report to
strategically and effectively foster new ways of thinking
about improving our City, neighborhoods, and government over time. In 2012, Baltimore City Council passed
a resolution that endorsed the use of Vital Signs in local
policy-making to “reflect the diverse conditions of neighborhoods and provide the basis for a system of tracking
progress toward a shared vision” for Baltimore. 2 Over the
years, the Vital Signs report and the resulting knowledge
that is mutually gained by analyzing community-based
data have served to support decision-making in Baltimore
City and for neighborhoods.3

The Purpose of Vital Signs
Neighborhoods, as a growing body of research shows, 4
have extremely durable properties based on the social,
cultural, and physical realities that define places. Although
people and individuals help shape neighborhoods, their
actions occur within the structural construct of history,
planning, and geography. To better understand the context
in which programs and actions take place, tracking the
“ecometrics” of neighborhoods is necessary to assess the
situation in which interventions and solutions are trying
to take hold. This is precisely the purpose of tracking
key quality of life measures for neighborhoods that has
been the mission of BNIA-JFI for more than a decade.
The community-based indicators available in Vital Signs
are bits of information that generate a picture of a place
and provide insight for all stakeholders, both inside and
outside a neighborhood, about the overall direction of the
community.

1. F
 or more information about the National Neighborhood Indicators Partnership at the Urban Institute, visit www.
neighborhoodindicators.org
2. B
 altimore City Council Resolution 12-0059R “Vital Signs: Measuring Progress Towards a Better Quality of Life in
Every Neighborhood” www.baltimorecitycouncil.com
3. Kathryn L.S. Pettit (2018) “Improving Public Decision-making: Local Governments and Data Intermediaries” https://
www.urban.org/research/publication/collaborating-expand-city-capacity-baltimore

 ee, for example, Robert Sampson (2012) Great American City and Patrick Sharkey (2013) Stuck in Place.
4. S
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Percent of Households with
No Internet at Home, 2013-2017

Baltimore’s neighborhoods to a wide variety of networks
including home-based internet, the public bus system and
capital markets for small business
■■

■■

Percent:

■■

4.5% - 12.1%
12.2% - 18.8%
18.9% - 26.7%
26.8% - 34.1%
34.2% - 42.4%

Measuring Neighborhood Connectedness
All the data in Vital Signs contributes to a new and growing field of “urban science” that not only aims to use data
to observe what’s going on in cities, but also help predict5
what will happen in the future. One of the major insights
coming from this new field is that because cities function as unique, complex, and adaptive systems, they tend
to realize strong and predictable “network effects”—the
more and more people or participants in a network the
more valuable (and potentially more costly) a neighborhood or city becomes.6 While many of the existing Vital
Signs indicators reflect the situation within neighborhoods,
measuring how connected neighborhoods are in terms
of digital, physical, social and financial infrastructure is
required to truly understand the strengths and accruing
network effects of communities. Neighborhood isolation
across any of these domains results in the lack of resources
to communities today and in the future, but lack of access
to networks is often difficult to assess when looking only
within neighborhoods. Vital Signs 17 introduces several
new indicators aimed at measuring the connectedness of

No Internet At Home (Workforce and Economic Development): 24.6% of Baltimore households do not have
access to the internet at home. The highest percentage of households with no internet was in Greenmount
East (42.4%) and the lowest was in Greater Roland Park/
Poplar Hill (4.5%)
 otal Dollar Amount Invested in Small Business (In
T
collaboration with the 21st Century Cities Initiative at
Johns Hopkins University): $1.7mil per 50 small businesses invested in Baltimore. The greatest amount
invested in small businesses per 50 businesses was in
Harbor East/Little Italy ($14.1 million) and the least was
in Madison/East End ($0.14 million)
Daily Bus Ridership (Sustainability): 500.4 riders per
1000 residents board/alight buses daily in Baltimore.
The highest average daily bus ridership was in Downtown/Seton Hill (10,379 per 1,000 residents) while the
lowest average daily bus ridership was in Canton (62
per 1,000 residents).

What’s New in Vital Signs 17?
Beyond the new indicators identified above, this edition
of Vital Signs tracks over 100 indicators on the quality
of life in Baltimore’s neighborhoods. These indicators,
when combined into each community’s profile, generate
a picture of what is happening in each neighborhood.
From home prices to crime rates to clogged storm drains,
the indicators in Vital Signs corroborate (or dispel) perceptions of residents, business and other stakeholders
about the quality of life in Baltimore’s neighborhoods.
As communities continue to plan ahead over the next
decade, these indicators can now be used as inputs into
strategic planning processes as well as tracking and
monitoring the effectiveness of neighborhood-based
activities.
Informing Middle Market Strategies

Housing is the predominant land use in nearly all of
Baltimore’s neighborhoods, and serves as the basis
for quality of life in nearly all other aspects of communities such as health, education, local economies
and safety. Yet the policies and laws that impact the

5. M
ichael Anft (2017) “The New Urban Science: Big Data and Big Dollars are transforming the field. But where is
the Big Idea?” The Chronicle of Higher Education https://www.chronicle.com/article/The-New-Urban-Science/240740
6. M
 arian Alberti (2017) “Grand Challenges in Urban Science” Frontiers in Built Environment https://www.frontiersin.
org/articles/10.3389/fbuil.2017.00006/full
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development of housing have historically been established in isolation across federal, state and local
governments and policymakers. To overcome diverging impacts on neighborhoods, Baltimore has
worked on several innovative initiatives to take more
local control over housing practices and their impacts during the past several years. The Department
of Housing and Community Development issued a
framework for community development in 2019 that
expands resources to all communities through new
funding mechanisms such as the Community Catalysts Grants and the Neighborhood Impact Investment Fund. Vital Signs 17 provides measures to track
investment in all of Baltimore’s neighborhoods including “middle market” neighborhoods that tend to see less
capital investment or rehabilitation:
■■

 etween 2016 and 2017, the percentage of residential
B
properties with rehabilitation permits in excess of
$5,000 in Baltimore increased from 3.2% to 4.4%. In 2017,
the CSAs that had the highest percentage of residential
properties with rehabilitation permits were Highlandtown (13.7%), South Baltimore (10.8%) and Medfield/
Hampden/Woodberry/Remington (8.4%). The CSAs
that had the lowest percentage of residential properties with rehabilitation permits were Cherry Hill (0 .9%),
Brooklyn/Curtis Bay/Hawkins Point (1.1%), and Sandtown-Winchester/Harlem Park (1.4%).

 art I crime rate decreased most significantly in DownP
town/Seton Hill (-28.2), Washington Village/Pigtown
(-14.5), and Harbor East/Little Italy (-14.2).
■■

How to Use Vital Signs Data

The indicators available in Vital Signs have been chosen based on national trends, academic research on
community-based indicators, local planning processes,
and ongoing community engagement to ensure that the
overall set of indicators is relevant to Baltimore’s communities.

A Difficult Year for Crime
The indicators presented in Vital Signs 17 detail the overall
crime and safety trends within the city and the variation
across its communities. It is important to recognize the
context for many of the statistics presented in this chapter; the individual narratives of Baltimore’s communities
vary and each area faces its own unique challenges or
successes. The resiliency of each community is dependent
on ability to adapt to changes in the community, new policies in policing, and collaboration around shared goals for
safety and improved quality of life. Violent crime in the
city remains a pressing problem:
■■

 altimore City experienced 342 homicides in 2017, an
B
increase from the 318 reported in 2016. In 2017, 80%, or
275 of the total deaths were a result of a shooting. Two
communities with the highest rates in 2017 doubled their
gun homicide rates from 2016 to 2017: Greenmount East
and Pimlico/Arlington/Hilltop.

 etween 2016 and 2017, the Part I crime rate in Baltimore
B
City increased from 63.0 offenses per 1,000 residents to
67.0 offenses per 1,000 residents. The greatest increases
in offenses per 1, 00 residents occurred in Madison/East
End (+32.1), Edmondson Village (+19.0), and Brookyln/
Curtis Bay (+18.1). In contrast to the citywide trend, the

■■

■■

■■

 ational best practices: Through the NNIP network,
N
BNIA-JFI is connected to 36 other cities for learning and
staying ahead of the curve regarding research and development of neighborhood based data-driven initiatives.
BNIA-JFI is committed to transforming data for policy-relevance and enhancing access to the data through
technical assistance and online functionality.1
 ocal planning processes: Several local and regional
L
plans over the past decade have included specific indicators to monitor the effectiveness of plan implementation, such as the City’s Comprehensive Economic
Development Strategy, Sustainability Plan, and the
regional Opportunity Collaborative Regional Plan for
Sustainable Development. The Vital Signs indicators
are intended to serve as a means of tracking and evaluating the relevant neighborhood impacts of these city
and regional plans.
 rant-writing resources: Community-based organizaG
tions and non-profits rely on Vital Signs data to help
make a data-driven case for leveraging resources into
their neighborhoods. Analysis of grant applications
for programs such as Community Development Block
Grant, Association of Baltimore Area Grantmakers
Common Grant, and Maryland Sustainable Communities Grant identified several indicators that organizations require for satisfying basic data requirements
for community-based funding.

7. F
 or more information on transforming data into useful information, see “What Counts: Harnessing Data for America’s Communities” edited by the Federal Reserve Bank of San Francisco and the Urban Institute (2014).
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Every attempt is made to ensure that the indicators in
Vital Signs are both available from the public agency
that might be supplying the data and consistent from
one time period to the next. Continuous monitoring of
quality of life for Baltimore’s neighborhoods provides
communities the chance to take immediate, hopefully
preventative, measures to address issues that arise in
their neighborhood.

Data within each of these sections are divided into additional subsections that allow for indicators to be
clustered together around specific topics, such as housing conditions or safe neighborhoods, educational
attainment, or student performance.

The Vital Signs report and the compendium of data
available longitudinally for Baltimore’s neighborhoods
is more than just a once-a-year presentation of information.8 The release of Vital Signs 17 marks the beginning
or continuation of diverse, cross-sector conversations
throughout Baltimore on how to transform these data
into the means for improving the quality of life in every
neighborhood. The indicators and data in Vital Signs
are organized into eight sections each of which describes an issue or area that is central to quality of life
in Baltimore City. The data within each of the following sections provide a picture of the conditions within
Baltimore City’s neighborhoods and their progress over
time:
■■ Census Demographics;
■■

Housing and Community Development;

■■

Children and Family Health;

■■

Crime and Safety;

■■

Workforce and Economic Development;

■■

Education and Youth;

■■

Arts and Culture and

■■

Sustainability.

Vital Signs is a compilation of a large amount of data
throughout the sections for easy interpretation of the
data. Each chapter in Vital Signs also includes a Rankings & Definitions section, which lists the five highest
and lowest communities by their value for each indicator. With so much information in this report, it has been
produced in a way that should serve as a reference guide
to communities throughout the year.
Vital Signs is also ‘open data. 9 All of the indicators from
previous Vital Signs are online 10 for everyone to see and
download for use in a variety of innovative ways. Policy
makers use the data to provide context and neighborhood
interdependences across indicators. The data are used by
neighborhood groups as well through Community Profiles
for each of the City’s 55 Communities which are available
online for quick access to data specific to each neighborhood’s needs.
Geography and Data

The geographic level at which data is provided is important to understand. Wherever possible, Vital Signs uses
Community Statistical Areas (CSAs) as the geographic
level for which data is provided. CSAs are clusters of
Census Tracts that correspond to Baltimore’s neighborhoods boundaries and are consistent statistical boundaries for which data can be acquired. Neighborhood lines
often do not fall along CSA boundaries, but CSAs are
representations of the conditions occurring within those
particular neighborhoods. The CSAs were originally
created in 2002 and were revised for Vital Signs 10 using
new 2010 Census Tract boundaries.

8. S
ee how “data intermediaries” around the country help communities access and use neighborhood data in
“Strengthening Communities with Neighborhood Data” by G. Thomas Kingsley, Claudia J. Coulton, and Kathryn
L.S. Pettit (2014). Urban Institute.
9. S
 ee Eric Burnstein and Seema Iyer (2014) “NNIP and Open Data in Baltimore” http://www.neighborhoodindicators.org/
activities/projects/nnip-and-open-data
10. Visit www.bniajfi.org to access the Vital Signs open data portal, interactive graphics, and report archives online
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Community Statistical Areas (CSAs)
Cross-Country/
Cheswolde

Mt. Washington/
Coldspring

Pimlico/
Arlington/Hilltop

Howard Park/
West Arlington

Southern
Park
Heights
Dorchester/
Ashburton

Forest Park/
Walbrook
Dickeyville/
Franklintown

Edmondson
Village
Beechfield/
Ten Hills/
West Hills

Greater
Roland
Park/
Poplar Hill

Medfield/
Hampden/
Woodberry/
Remington

Penn North/
Greater
Reservoir Hill
Mondawmin

North
Baltimore/
Guilford/
Homeland Greater
Govans

Hamilton

Northwood

The
Greater Waverlies
Charles
Village/
Barclay Midway/
Coldstream

Midtown
Upton/
Greater
Sandtown- Druid
Rosemont Winchester/ Heights
Harlem Park

Allendale/Irvington/
S. Hilton

Harford/Echodale

Chinquapin
Loch Raven
Park/
Belvedere

Greenmount
East

Lauraville

Cedonia/
Frankford
Belair-Edison

CliftonBerea

Claremont/Armistead

Madison/
Oldtown/ East End
Middle East Patterson Park

Orangeville/
North & East
Poppleton/ Downtown
E. Highlandtown
Harbor East/
Southwest The Terraces/
Little Italy
Baltimore Hollins Market
Canton Highlandtown
Fells Point
Inner Harbor/
Washington Village/ Federal Hill
Pigtown
Southeastern
South Baltimore

Morrell Park/Violetville

Westport/
Mt. Winans/
Lakeland

Cherry
Hill

Brooklyn/Curtis Bay/Hawkins Point

—5—

2
SPRING 2019

Census Demographics
Population .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 1
Households .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 1
Race (Non-Hispanic) .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 2
Ethnicity and Diversity .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 3
Age .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 3
Income & Poverty . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .4
Indicator Definitions and Rankings .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 5
Census Demographics Data Tables .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 15

Vital Signs Report:
Census Demographics
Housing and Community Development
Children and Family Health
Crime and Safety
Workforce and Economic Development
Education and Youth
Arts and Culture
Sustainability

Census Demographics
For this chapter of the Vital Signs 17 report, the main source of demographic and
socioeconomic data about the people who live in Baltimore’s neighborhoods comes
from the United States Bureau of the Census. The Census Bureau collects a wide
variety of information through the decennial Census as well as the continuous
administration of the American Community Survey (ACS).
In 2010, the Census administered the latest decennial
Census which was used to collect detailed information on
all residents of the United States. Starting with the 2010
Census, only the short-form Census with just 10 questions
was administered to all households which provides basic
information about household size, race, ethnicity, gender
and age. For more detailed information about so many
other aspects of residents, the Census Bureau administers the ACS which is an ongoing, continuous survey of a
sample of residents in all census tracts. The main benefit
of the ACS is the ability to access data for small areas of
the City of Baltimore more frequently than once every
10 years. 1
Because information at the community level is averaged
over 5-years of data collection, comparisons across time
can only be made with non-overlapping years. Even though
ACS data is released annually, year-over-year comparisons
cannot be made directly since four of the five years in each
time period overlap. 2 In Vital Signs 17, the latest release of
data from the 2013-2017 ACS is presented in comparison
with either the 2010 Census or the 2006-2010 ACS, which
was the first set of ACS data reported in Vital Signs 10. 3

Population

The total population of a neighborhood is quite possibly
the most important indicator in Vital Signs. The Community Statistical Areas (CSAs) that are used to report Vital
Signs data are aggregations of census tracts that represent
neighborhoods. Since the CSAs vary by population size,
many indicators are normalized by population so that rates
and percentages can be compared uniformly. Based on
the 2010 Census, the largest CSAs in terms of population
size are Cedonia/Frankford (23,557), Greater Rosemont
(19,259), and Southwest Baltimore (17,885). The smallest
CSAs are Dickeyville/Franklintown (4,101), Poppleton/
The Terraces/Hollins Market (5,086), and Mt. Washington/
Coldspring (5,168). These also are the highest and lowest
CSAs with respect to total male population.
In 2010, the total female population was highest in
Cedonia/Frankford, Greater Rosemont, and Belair-Edison and lowest in Dickeyville Franklintown, Poppleton/The Terraces/Hollins Market, and Washington
Village/Pigtown.

Households

The socioeconomic and demographic indicators in Vital
Signs are grouped into the following categories: population,
race/ethnicity, age, households, and income and poverty.
Population and household counts continue to use the 2010
Census1 since these are based on the full enumeration of
the City’s population and are frequently used throughout
Vital Signs as denominators for normalizing many other
indicators and rates.
Data Key
Green colored text denotes a positive change.
Red colored text denotes a negative change.
Blue colored text denotes a neutral change.

Similar to population size, the CSAs vary by total number
of households, and some indicators are normalized by
households so that rates and percentages can be compared
uniformly. CSAs, in terms of number of households, are not
the same as the ones for population size, since households
can range from a single person to large families. Based on
the 2010 Census, the largest CSAs in terms of number
of households are Cedonia/Frankford (9,348), Midtown
(9,078), and Medfield/Hampden/Woodberry/Remington
(8,289). The smallest CSAs are Dickeyville/Franklintown
(1,877), Poppleton/The Terraces/Hollins Market (2,181),
and Washington Village/Pigtown (2,273).

1	For more details on how neighborhoods changed between the 2000 and 2010 Censuses, see Vital Signs 10, Census Demographics chapter, http://bniajfi.org/vital_signs/archives/
2	
For more information on data interpretation of the American Community Survey See www.census.gov.
3	
See guidance on Comparing 2017 American Community Survey Data from the U.S. Census Bureau online at
https://www.census.gov/programs-surveys/acs/guidance/comparing-acs-data/2017.html
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In 2010, the City’s average household size was 2.4
persons with CSAs ranging from a high of 3.3 persons
per house- hold in Madison/East End to a low of 1.6 in
Downtown/ Seton Hill. These same CSAs correspond
to the highest and lowest percentage of households
with children under 18 years old (51.0% in Madison/East
End and 8.6% in Downtown/Seton Hill).

Black/African-American
During 2013-2017, the CSAs with the highest percentage
of non-Hispanic Black/African-Americans were Greater
Rosemont (96.6%), Sandtown-Winchester/Harlem
Park (96.1%), and Dorchester/Ashburton (96.0%).

Households with Children
During 2013-2017, the CSAs with the highest percentage of households with children were Westport/ Mt.
Winans/ Lakeland (42.0%) and Cherry Hill (39.0%). The
CSAs with the lowest percentage were Midtown (5 .5%),
and Downtown/Seton Hill (6 .2%).
Between 2010 and 2013-2017, the percentage of households with children under 18 declined from 28.4% to
25.7%. During that time period, the CSAs that experienced the largest decreases in the percentage of households with children were Madison/East End (-13.0%)
and Dickeyville/Franklintown and Howard Park/West
Arlington (-9.8%). The CSAs with the largest increases in
the percentage of households were Orangeville/East
Highlandtown (+4.5%) and Southeastern (+4.0%).

Female-Headed Households with Children
During 2013-2017, the CSAs with the highest percentage of households with children under 18 that were
female-headed were Oldtown/Middle East (91.8%) and
Poppleton/The Terraces/Hollins Market (87.2%). The
CSAs with the lowest percentage were Canton (9.1%)
and Highland- town (10.8%).
Between 2010 and 2013-2017, the percentage of households with children under 18 that were female-headed
declined by 2.3 %, from 54.9 % to 52.5%. During that
time period, the CSAs that experienced the largest
decreases in the percentage of households with children that were female-headed were Patterson Park
North & East (-21.0%), Highlandtown (-19.7%), and Howard
Park/West Arlington (-14.3%). The CSAs with the largest increases in the percentage of households with
children that were female-headed were Washington
Village/Pigtown (+14.9%) and Westport/Mount Winans/
Lakeland (+12.4%).

Race (Non-Hispanic)

The Census asks two separate questions for respondents to identify race (white, black, Asian, 2 or more,
or other) and ethnicity (Hispanic or Non-Hispanic).
Vital Signs 17 reports race for non-Hispanic persons separately from Hispanic population by CSA.

Between 2010 and 2013-2017, the percentage non-Hispanic Black/African-American population in Baltimore
declined by 1.6% from 63.8% to 62.3%. The CSAs with the
largest decreases in the percentage non-Hispanic Black/
African-American population were Downtown/ Seton
Hill (-8.0%), Dickeyville/Franklintown (-7.2%), and The
Waverlies (-6.9%). The CSAs with the largest increases
in the percentage non-Hispanic Black/ African-American
population were Washington Village/ Pigtown (+8.6%) and
Hamilton (+5.2%).

White
During 2013-2017, the CSAs with the highest percentage non-Hispanic White population were South Baltimore (90.0%), Canton (85.6%), and Greater Roland Park/
Poplar Hill (77.8%).
Between 2010 and 2013-2017, the percentage non-Hispanic White population in Baltimore declined from
28.3% to 27.6%. The CSAs with the largest decreases in
the percentage non-Hispanic White population were
North Baltimore/ Guilford/Homeland (-10.9%), Morrell
Park/Violetville and Orangeville/East Highlandtown (-8.8%). The CSAs with the largest increases in the
percentage non-Hispanic White population were Patterson Park North & East (+12.7%) and Penn North/Reservoir Hill (+5.2%).

Asian
During 2013-2017, the CSAs with the highest percentage
Asian population were Downtown/Seton Hill (16.3%),
Greater Charles Village/Barclay (12.8%), and North
Baltimore/Guilford/Homeland (9.8%).
Between 2010 and 2013-2017, the percentage Asian population in Baltimore increased slightly from 2.3% to 2.6%.
The CSAs with the largest increases in the percentage Asian population were North Baltimore/ Guilford/
Homeland (+2.3%) and Westport/Mount Winans/ Lakeland and Southwest Baltimore (+1.7%). The CSAs with the
largest decreases in the percentage Asian population were Washington Village/Pigtown (-2 .8%) and
Midtown (-1.5%).Village/Pigtown (-3.1%) and Greater Roland
Park/Poplar Hill (-2.1%).
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Ethnicity and Diversity

Hispanic
During 2013-2017, the CSAs with the highest percentage Hispanic population were Orangeville/East
Highlandtown (35.2%), Southeastern (25.6%), and Highlandtown (16.9%) .
Between 2010 and 2013-2017, the Hispanic population
in Baltimore increased from 4.2% to 5.0%. The CSAs
with the largest increases in the Hispanic population
were Southeastern (+5.7%) and Madison/East End and
Orangeville/East Highlandtown (+4.9%). The CSAs
with the largest decreases in the Hispanic population were Westport/Mount Winans/ Lakeland (-5.6%)
and Fells Point (-4.1%).

5 to 17 Years Old
From 2010 to 2013-2017, the percentage of the population
5 to 17 years old decreased slightly in Baltimore from 14
.9% to 14 .4%
During 2013-2017, the CSAs with the highest percentage
population 5 to 17 years old were Cherry Hill (27.2%) and
Westport/Mount Winans/Lakeland (23.2%) . The CSAs
with the lowest percentage were Canton (3.1%) and Downtown/Seton Hill (3.5%)

Racial Diversity Index
In order to measure overall diversity across all communities, Vital Signs includes the racial diversity index, which
measures the chance of choosing two people at random in
a neighborhood and each being a different race or ethnicity. Although Baltimore has a history of segregated neighborhoods, by 2013-2017, six out of the City’s 55 CSAs had a
racial and ethnic compositions with no majority one race.
Between 2010 and 2013-2017, Baltimore’s overall racial
diversity index increased from 54 .5 to 55.9.
During 2013-2017, the CSAs with the greatest racial diversity were Orangeville/East Highlandtown (78.3), and
Southeastern (79.2). The CSAs with the lowest racial
diversity were Greater Rosemont (7.2) and Sandtown-Winchester/Harlem Park (7.9).

18 to 24 Years Old
From 2010 to 2013-2017, the percentage of the population 18
to 24 years old decreased in Baltimore from 12 .6% to 10 .4% .
During 2013-2017, the CSAs with the highest percentage
population 18 to 24 years old were Greater Charles Village/
Barclay (29.6%) and Northwood (27 .7%) . The CSAs with the
lowest percentage were Mount Washington/Coldspring
(3.0%) and Fells Point (4.9%) .

25 to 64 Years Old
From 2010 to 2013-2017, the percentage of the population 25
to 64 years old increased in Baltimore from 54.2% to 55.8% .
During 2013-2017, the CSAs with the highest percentage
population 25 to 64 years old were Fells Point (78.0%)
Percentage of Children
Under 5, 2013-2017

Age

Population age groups in Vital Signs reflect general
“life cycle” ranges from under 5 years old, school-age,
college-age, working-age, and seniors. Age ranges were
compared over time between the 2010 Census and the
2013-2017 American Community Survey.

Under 5 Years Old
From 2010 to 2013-2017, the percentage of the population
under 5 years old remained the same in Baltimore
at 6.6%..
During 2013-2017, the CSAs with the highest percentage
of the population under 5 years old were Dickeyville/
Franklintown (14.9%) and Orangeville/East Highlandtown (11.4%). The CSAs with the lowest percentage were
Downtown/Seton Hill (1.7%) and Midtown (2.3%).
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Percentage:

1.7% - 4.3%
4.4% - 5.9%
6.0% - 7.5%
7.6% - 9.8%
9.9% - 14.8%

and South Baltimore (76 .4%) . The CSAs with the lowest
percentage were Northwood (42 4%) and Cross-Country/
Cheswolde (44.8%) .

Median Household Income, 2013-2017

65 Years Old or Older
From 2010 to 2013-2017, the percentage of the population
65 years old or older increased in Baltimore from 11 .7%
to 12 8% .
During 2013-2017, the CSAs with the highest percentage
population 65 years old or older were Howard Park/ West
Arlington (24 .8%) and Greater Roland Park/Poplar Hill
(22.1%) . The CSAs with the lowest percentage were Downtown/Seton Hill (5.0%) and Westport/Mount Winans/
Lakeland (6.4%) .

Income and Poverty

Median Household Income
During 2013-2017, the CSA with the greatest median
household income was Greater Roland Park/Poplar Hill
($113,496) and the lowest was Oldtown/Middle East
($19,127).
Adjusting for inflation 4 , the median household income
in Baltimore increased from $43,205 from 2006-2010
to$44,641 from 2013-2017. The CSAs that experienced the
greatest increases in adjusted median household income
between 2006-2010 and 2013-2017 were South Baltimore
(+$30,636), Canton (+$27,742) and Fells Point (+$18,970).
The CSAs that experienced the greatest decreases in
adjusted median household income were Washington
Village/Pigtown (-$14,305) and Westport/Mt. Winans/
Lakeland (-$9,505).

Households Earning Less than $25,000
During 2013-2017, 29.5% of the City’s households earned
less than $25,000 annually. The CSAs with the greatest percentage of households earning less than $25,000
annually include Poppleton/ The Terraces/Hollins Market
(57.3%), Upton/Druid Heights (57.1%), and Oldtown/
Middle East (56.2%). Between 2006-2010 and 2013-2017,
the percentage of households earning less than $25,000
declined in Baltimore by -5.3%. The CSA with the greatest
decline was Brooklyn/Curtis Bay/Hawkins Point (-21.1%).
Households Earning More than $75,000
During 2013-2017, 30.5% of households in Baltimore City
earned more than $75,000 annual. The CSAs with the

Dollar Amount:

$19,127.38 - $26,563.26
$26,563.27 - $37,254.45
$37,254.46 - $47,406.40
$47,406.41 - $69,760.04
$69,760.05 - $113,496.14

greatest percentage of households earning more than
$75,000 annually include South Baltimore (69.6%), Canton
(69.2%), and Greater Roland Park/Poplar Hill (65.4%).
Between 2006-2010 and 2013-2017, the percentage of
households earning more than $75,000 increased in Baltimore by 8.7%. The CSA with the greatest increase was
South Baltimore (+28.7%).
5

Family Households Living Below the Poverty Line
During 2013-2017, 17.2% of family households in Baltimore
City were living below the poverty line. The CSAs with
the greatest percentage of families in poverty included
Poppleton/The Terraces/Hollins Market (45.0%) and
Upton/Druid Heights (43.0%).
Children Living Below the Poverty Line
During 2013-2017, 32.9% of children in Baltimore City
lived below the poverty line. The CSAs with the greatest
percentage of children living in poverty included Poppleton/The Terraces/Hollins Market (57.5%) and Upton/
Druid Heights (64.9%).

4. M
 edian Household Income 2006-2010 dollar estimates were multiplied by 1.12672 (CPI-U-RS) in order to
inflation-adjust 2010 dollars to 2017 dollars.
5. 
T he poverty line is determined by the United States Department of Health and Human Services and varies
based upon the composition of the family (number of adults and number of children).
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Census Demographics
Indicator Definitions and Rankings
For each indicator reported in Vital Signs 17, we provide the data source, the years for
which it is reported, and the five CSAs with the highest and lowest values for the indicator; these may not correspond to positive or negative trends.

Population
Total Population

Total Male Population

Definition: The total number of persons of all ages that live
within an area. This indicator is frequently used to normalize
data to allow for comparison across areas. (SOURCE: U.S.

Definition: The total number of men of all ages of all ages
that live within an area. (SOURCE: U.S. CENSUS BUREAU, 2010)

Measure of males living in an area.

Measure of persons living in an area.

CENSUS BUREAU, 2010)

Five Highest:
1. Cedonia/Frankford
2. North Baltimore/
Guilford/Homeland
3. Southwest Baltimore
4. North Baltimore/
Guilford/Homeland
5. Belair-Edison

Five Lowest:
1. Dickeyville/
Franklintown
2. Poppleton/The
Terraces/ Hollins
Market
3. Mt. Washington/
Coldspring

Five Highest:
1. Cedonia/Frankford
2. G
 reater Charles
Village/Barclay
3. Northwood
4. North Baltimore/
Guilford/Homeland
5. S
 outhwest Baltimore

4. W
 ashington
Village/ Pigtown

Total Female Population

Measure of females living in an area.
Definition: The total number of women of all ages that live
within an area. (SOURCE: U.S. CENSUS BUREAU, 2010)

2. Belair-Edison
3. N
 orth Baltimore/
Guilford/Homeland
4. Northwood
5. Greater Rosemont

2. Mt. Washington/
Coldspring
3. Poppleton/The
Terraces/Hollins
Market
4. W
 ashington
Village/Pigtown
5. Harbor East/Little Italy

5. Harbor East/Little Italy

Five Highest:
1. Cedonia/Frankford

Five Lowest:
1. Dickeyville/
Franklintown

Five Lowest:
1.Dickeyville/
Franklintown
2. Poppleton/The
Terraces/Hollins
Market
3. Washington
Village/Pigtown
4. Mt. Washington/
Coldspring
5. Harbor East/Little Italy
—6—
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Non-Hispanic Race/Ethnicity/Diversity
White (Non-Hispanic)

Black/African American (Non-Hispanic)

Measure of non-Hispanic African American persons living
in an area.
Definition: The total number of persons that identify themselves as being racially Black or African American (and
ethnically non-Hispanic) out of the total number of persons
living in an area. “Black or African American” refers to a
person having origins in any of the Black racial groups
of Africa. It includes people who indicated their race as
“Black.” (SOURCE: AMERICAN COMMUNITY SURVEY, 2013-2017)

Five Highest:
1. Greater Rosemont
2. S
 andtown-Winchester/
Harlem Park
3. Dorchester/Ashburton
4. Edmondson Village
5. P
 imlico/Arlington/
Hilltop

Measure of non-Hispanic White persons living in an area.
Definition: The total number of persons that identify themselves as being racially White (and ethnically non-Hispanic) out of the total number of persons living in an area.
“White” refers to a person having origins in any of the original peoples of Europe, the Middle East, or North Africa.
It includes people who indicated their race as “White”.
(SOURCE: AMERICAN COMMUNITY SURVEY, 2013-2017)

Five Lowest:
1. South Baltimore
2. Canton
3. Fells Point
4. Greater Roland
Park/Poplar Hill
5. Highlandtown

Five Highest:
1. South Baltimore

Five Lowest:
1. Dorchester/Ashburton

2. Canton

2. Edmondson Village

3. Greater Roland
Park/Poplar Hill

4. Greater Mondawmin

4. M
 edfield/Hampden/
Woodberry/Remington

3. Madison/East End
5. Greater Rosemont

5. Fells Point

Hispanic

Measure of the number of Hispanic persons in an area.

Asian (Non-Hispanic)

Measure of Asian persons living in an area.
Definition: The total number of persons that identify themselves as being Asian (and non-Hispanic) out of the total
number of persons living in an area. “Asian” refers to a
person having origins in any of the original peoples of
the Far East, Southeast Asia, or the Indian subcontinent,
including, for example, Cambodia, China, India, Japan,
Korea, Malaysia, Pakistan, the Philippine Islands, Thailand, and Vietnam. (SOURCE: AMERICAN COMMUNITY SURVEY,
2013-2017)

Five Highest:
1. Downtown/Seton Hill
2. Greater Charles
Village/Barclay
3. North Baltimore/
Guilford/Homeland
4. Greater Roland
Park/Poplar Hill
5. Midtown

Five Lowest:
1. Edmondson Village
2. Forest Park/Walbrook
3. Greater Govan
4. A
 llendale/
Irvington/S. Hilton
5. Madison/East End

Definition: The total number of persons that identify their
ethnicity as being Hispanic or Latino out of the total
number of persons living in an area. Hispanic origin can
be viewed as the heritage, nationality group, lineage, or
country of birth of the person or the person’s parents or
ancestors before their arrival in the United States. People
who identify their origin as Hispanic, Latino, or Spanish
may be any race. (SOURCE: AMERICAN COMMUNITY SURVEY,
2013-2017)

Five Highest:
1. Orangeville/East
Highlandtown

Five Lowest:
1. Sandtown-Winchester/
Harlem Park

2. S
 outheastern

2. P
 imlico/Arlington/
Hilltop

3. Highlandtown
4. Claremont/Armistead
5. Brooklyn/Curtis Bay/
Hawkins Point
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3. Upton/Druid Heights
4. Greater Rosemont
5. H
 oward Park/
West Arlington

Census Demographics

All Other Races

Two or More Races

Measure of persons reporting being of a race other than
African American, White, Asian, or Two or More races
living in an area.

Measure of persons reporting being of two or more races
living in an area.

Definition: The total number of persons that identify themselves as being of either American Indian, Alaskan Native,
Native Hawaiian or Other Pacific Islander, or some other
race (non-Hispanic) out of the total number of persons
living in an area. (SOURCE: AMERICAN COMMUNITY SURVEY,
2013-2017)

Five Highest
1. Downtown/Seton Hill
2. The Waverlies
3. Orangeville/East
Highlandtown

Five Lowest:
Several CSAs has
no population in
this category.

5. Madison/East End

AMERICAN COMMUNITY SURVEY, 2013-2017)

Five Highest:
1. Dickeyville/
Franklintown

Five Lowest:
1. Cross-Country/
Cheswolde

2. North Baltimore/
Guilford/Homeland

3. . Greenmount East

3. Fells Point

A llendale/Irvington/S.
Hilton, Cherry Hill,
Chinquapin Park/
Belvedere, Harford/
Echodale, Highlandtown,
Mount Washington/
Coldspring, Washington
Village/Pigtown,
Westport/Mount
Winans/Lakeland

4. Lauraville

Definition: The total number of persons that identify themselves as being of two or more races (and non- Hispanic) out
of the total number of persons living in an area. (SOURCE:

4. Claremont/Armistead

4. S
 andtown-Winchester/
Harlem Park

5. H
 amilton

5. O
 ldtown/Middle East

Racial Diversity Index

Measures the degree of racial diversity within an area.
Definition: The percent chance that two people picked at
random within an area will be of a different race/ ethnicity. This number does not reflect which race/ethnicity is
predominant within an area. The higher the value, the more
racially and ethnically diverse an area. (SOURCE: AMERICAN
COMMUNITY SURVEY, 2013-2017)

Five Highest:
1 Orangeville/East
Highlandtown
2. Southeastern
3. Brooklyn/Curtis Bay/
Hawkins Point
4. Downtown/Seton Hill
5. Patterson Park
North & East

2. Madison/East End

Five Lowest:
1. Greater Rosemont
2. Sandtown-Winchester/
Harlem Park
3. Edmondson Village
4. D
 orchester/Ashburton
5. Pimlico/Arlington/
Hilltop
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Age
Percent of Population:
Under 5 Years Old

Percent of Population:
25 to 64 Years Old

Measure of very young persons (before school age)
in an area.

Measure of persons aged 25 to 64 (approximately working
age) in an area.

Definition: The percent of persons under 5 years out of all
persons living in an area. (SOURCE: AMERICAN COMMUNITY

Definition: The percent of persons aged 25 to 64
years old out of all persons living in an area. (SOURCE:

SURVEY, 2013-2017)

AMERICAN COMMUNITY SURVEY, 2013-2017)

Five Highest:
1. Dickeyville/
Franklintown

Five Lowest:
1. Downtown/Seton Hill

Five Highest:
1. Fells Point

Five Lowest:
1. Northwood

2. Orangeville/East
Highlandtown

2. M
 idtown

2. South Baltimore

3. Oldtown/Middle East

3. Canton

2. Cross-Country/
Cheswolde

4. Greater Mondawmin

4. Downtown/Seton Hill

5. Loch Raven

5. Inner Harbor/
Federal Hill

3. Brooklyn/Curtis Bay/
Hawkins Point
4. S
 outheastern
5. Claremont/Armistead

Measure of persons aged 6 to 18 years old (school aged)
in an area.
Definition: The percent of persons aged 5 to 17 years old
out of all persons living in an area. (SOURCE: AMERICAN
COMMUNITY SURVEY, 2013-2017)

Definition: The total number of persons 65 years old and
above out of all persons living in an area. (SOURCE: AMERICAN COMMUNITY SURVEY, 2013-2017)

Five Highest:
1. Howard Park/
West Arlington

Five Lowest:

1. Canton

2. P
 imlico/Arlington/
Hilltop

2. Downtown/Seton Hill
3. Midtown

3. Greater Roland
Park/Poplar Hill

4. Fells Point
5. South Baltimore

4. Cross Country/
Cheswolde
5. Mount Washington/
Coldspring

Measure of persons aged 18 to 24 years old (approximately
college age) in an area.
Definition: The percent of persons aged 18 to 24 years
old out of all persons living in an area. (SOURCE: AMERICAN
COMMUNITY SURVEY, 2013-2017)

Five Lowest:
1. Mount Washington/
Coldspring

2. Northwood

2. Fells Point

3. North Baltimore/
Guilford/Homeland

3. Southeastern

4. Downtown/Seton Hill
5. Greater Mondawmin

5. Upton/Druid Heights

Measure of seniors living in an area.

Percent of Population:
18 to 24 Years Old

Five Highest:
1. Greater Charles
Village/Barclay

4. Cherry Hill

Percent of Population:
65 Years Old and Above

Percent of Population:
5 to 17 Years Old

Five Highest:
1. Cherry Hill
2. Westport/Mount
Winans/Lakeland
3. B
 elair-Edison
4. Upton/Druid Heights
5. Southeastern

3. North Baltimore/
Guilford/Homeland

4. South Baltimore
5. Canton
—9—

Five Lowest:
1. Downtown/Seton Hill
2. W
 estport/Mount
Winans/Lakeland
3. South Baltimore
4. Patterson Park
North & East
5. Brooklyn/Curtis Bay/
Hawkins Point

Census Demographics

Households
Total Number of Households

Percent of Households
with Children Under the Age of 18

Measure of households in an area.

Definition: A household consists of all the people occupying a housing unit. A household includes related and unrelated persons, if any, such as lodgers, foster children, wards,
or employees who share the housing unit. A person living
alone in a housing unit, or a group of unrelated people
sharing a housing unit such as partners or roomers, is also
counted as a household. The count of households excludes
group quarters. (SOURCE: U.S. CENSUS BUREAU, 2010)

Five Highest:
1. Cedonia/Frankford
2. Midtown
3. M
 edfield/Hampden/
Woodberry
4. Harford/Echodale
5. Loch Raven

Five Lowest:
1. Dickeyville/
Franklintown
2. Poppleton/The
Terraces/Hollins
Market
3. Washington
Village/Pigtown
4. Madison/East End
5. Harbor East/Little Italy

Measure of households with children.

Definition: The percentage of households with
children living in the household that are under
the age of 18 out of all households. (S O U R C E:
AMERICAN COMMUNITY SURVEY, 2013-2017)

Five Highest:
1. Westport/Mt .
Winans/Lakeland
2. Cherry Hill
3. Belair-Edison
4. Madison/East End
5. C
 laremont/Armistead

Five Lowest:

1. Midtown
2. Downtown/Seton Hill
3. Canton
4. Fells Point
5. Inner Harbor/
Federal Hill

Percent of Female-Headed Households
with Children under 18

Measure of households with children headed by females
in an area.
Definition: The percentage of female-headed households with children under 18 out of all households with children under 18 in an area. (SOU RC E:

Average Household Size
(from Vital Signs 16)

Measures the average size of the households within an area.

AMERICAN COMMUNITY SURVEY, 2013-2017)

Definition: The median value of number of persons living
within a household. The average size of a household is
obtained by dividing the number of persons in households
by the number of households (or householders). (SOURCE:

Five Highest:
1. Oldtown/Middle East

U.S. CENSUS BUREAU, 2010)

3. Upton/Druid Heights

3. South Baltimore

4. Madison/East End

4. North Baltimore/
Guilford/Homeland

Five Highest:
1. Madison/East End

Five Lowest:
1. Downtown/Seton Hill

2. Midway/Coldstream

2. Midtown

3. B
 elair-Edison

3. Canton

	Three CSAs tied
for 4th and 5th

4. Mt. Washington/
Coldspring

2P
 oppleton/The Terraces/
Hollins Market

5. Greenmount East

5. Inner Harbor/
Federal Hill
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Five Lowest:
1. Greater Roland
Park/Poplar Hill
2. Canton

5. H
 ighlandtown

Census Demographics

Income and Poverty
Median Household Income

Percent of Households
Earning $25,000 to $40,000 a Year

Measures the relative wealth of households in an area.
Definition: The median household income is the middle
value of the incomes earned by households within an area
for the prior year. The median value is used as opposed to
the average so that both extremely high and extremely low
prices do not distort the total amount of income earned
by households in an area. (SOURCE: AMERICAN COMMUNITY
SURVEY, 2013-2017)

Five Highest:
1. Greater Roland
Park/Poplar Hill
2. Canton
3. South Baltimore

Five Lowest:
1. Oldtown/Middle East

4. Cherry Hill
5. Southern Park Heights

2. C
 edonia/Frankford

2. Inner Harbor/
Federal Hill

AMERICAN COMMUNITY SURVEY, 2013-2017)

Five Lowest:
1. Canton
2. South Baltimore
3. Greater Roland
Park/Poplar Hill

3. Fells Point
4. C
 anton
5. Greater Roland
Park/Poplar Hill

Percent of Households
Earning $40,000 to $60,000 a Year

Definition: The percentage of households earning less
than $25,000 out of all households in an area. (SOURCE:

5. Southern Park Heights

Five Lowest:
1. South Baltimore

5. C
 laremont/Armistead

Measures the concentration of households that earned
less than $25,000 in the previous year.

4. Cherry Hill

Five Highest:
1. Edmondson Village

4. Greater Govans

Percent of Households
Earning Less than $25,000 a Year

3. Oldtown/Middle East

(SOURCE: AMERICAN COMMUNITY SURVEY, 2013-2017)

3. Upton/Druid Heights

5. Fells Point

2. Upton/Druid Heights

Definition: The percentage of households earning between
$25,000 and $39,999 out of all households in an area.

3. Greater Rosemont

2. Poppleton/The
Terraces/ Hollins
Market

4. Inner Harbor/
Federal Hill

Five Highest:
1. Poppleton/The
Terraces/Hollins
Market

Measures the concentration of households with earnings in
the previous year between $25,000 and $39,999 in an area.

Measures the concentration of households with earnings in
the previous year between $40,000 and $59,999 in an area.
Definition: The percentage of households earning between
$40,000 and $59,999 out of all households in an area.
(SOURCE: AMERICAN COMMUNITY SURVEY, 2013-2017)

Five Highest:
1. Loch Raven
2. Edmondson Village
3. Claremont/Armistead
4. Harford/Echodale
5. M
 idway/Coldstream

4. Fells Point
5. Lauraville

Five Lowest:
1. Poppleton/The
Terraces/ Hollins
Market
2. North Baltimore/
Guilford/Homeland
3. Greater Roland
Park/Poplar Hill
4. C
 anton
5. Fells Point
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Percent of Households
Earning $60,000 to $75,000 a Year

Measures the concentration of households with earnings in
the previous year between $60,000 and $74,999 in an area.
Definition: The percentage of households earning between
$60,000 and $74,999 out of all households in an area.
(SOURCE: AMERICAN COMMUNITY SURVEY, 2013-2017)

Five Highest:
1. Downtown/Seton Hill
2. Lauraville
3. N
 orthwood
4. Loch Raven
5. A llendale/
Irvington/S. Hilton

Five Lowest:

1. Cherry Hill

Measures economic conditions in an area.
Definition: This indicator measures the percentage of
households whose income fell below the poverty threshold out of all households in an area. Federal and state
governments use such estimates to allocate funds to local
communities. Local communities use these estimates to
identify the number of individuals or families eligible for
various programs. (SOURCE: AMERICAN COMMUNITY SURVEY,

2. Oldtown/Middle East

2013-2017)

3. Upton/Druid Heights

Five Highest:
1. Poppleton/The
Terraces/Hollins
Market

Five Lowest:
1. South Baltimore

2. Upton/Druid Heights

3. Greater Roland
Park/Poplar Hill

4. Penn North/
Reservoir Hill
5. Claremont/Armistead

3. Oldtown/Middle East

Percent of Households
Earning More than $75,000 a Year

4. Cherry Hill

Measures the concentration of households with earnings
in the previous year over $75,000 in an area.
Definition: The percentage of households earning more
than $75,000 out of all households in an area. (SOURCE:
AMERICAN COMMUNITY SURVEY, 2013-2017)

Five Highest:
1. South Baltimore
2. C
 anton
3. Greater Roland
Park/Poplar Hill
4. Inner Harbor/
Federal Hill
5. Fells Point

Percent of Households
Living Below the Poverty Line

Five Lowest:
1. Upton/Druid Heights
2. Greenmount East
3. Southwest Baltimore
4. Sandtown-Winchester/
Harlem Park
5. Poppleton/ The
Terraces/ Hollins
Market

5. Southwest Baltimore

2. Mount Washington/
Coldspring

4. Inner Harbor/
Federal Hill
5. Fells Point

Percent of Children
Living Below the Poverty Line

Measures economic conditions facing persons under the
age of 18.
Definition: This indicator measures the percentage of
persons under the age of 18 living in households where
the total income fell below the poverty threshold out of
all children in households in an area. Federal and state
governments use such estimates to allocate funds to local
communities. Local communities use these estimates to
identify the number of individuals or families eligible for
various programs. (SOURCE: AMERICAN COMMUNITY SURVEY,
2013-2017)

Five Highest:
1. Upton/Druid Heights

Five Lowest:
1. South Baltimore

2. P
 oppleton/The
Terraces/Hollins
Market

2. Greater Roland
Park/ Poplar Hill

3. Cherry Hill
4. Sandtown-Winchester/
Harlem Park
5. Madison/East End
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3. Mount Washington/
Coldspring
4. C
 anton
5. North Baltimore/
Guilford/Homeland
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Housing and Community Development
Housing is the predominant land use in nearly all of Baltimore’s neighborhoods and
serves as the basis for quality of life in nearly all other aspects of communities such as
health, education, local economies and safety. Yet the policies and laws that impact the
development of housing have historically been established in isolation across federal,
state and local governments and policymakers.1 The lack of coordination, and in some
cases outright discriminatory practices, have left some communities with housing stock
in need of significant investment while others have booming markets that can instill fear
of displacement by longtime residents.
To overcome these diverging impacts on neighborhoods,
Baltimore has worked on several innovative initiatives to
take more local control over housing practices and their
impacts during the past several years. Some of the initiatives have come from the local government. The City of
Baltimore established the Vacants to Value program 2 in
2010 to target problem properties in neighborhoods where
market conditions were ripe for collaborative code enforcement to buoy development. The Department of Housing
and Community Development issued a framework for
community development 3 in 2019 that expands resources
to all communities through new funding mechanisms such
as the Community Catalysts Grants and the Neighborhood
Impact Investment Fund. The Baltimore City Council has
also actively engaged in better housing safeguards for all
residents with recent legislation mandating housing registration and inspections for all rental housing regardless of
size4 and anti-discrimination laws that ban the ability of
landlords to deny rent based on source of income. 5
Grassroots and community-based efforts have also
coalesced to increase resources for more affordable housing

in Baltimore. Voters went to the ballot in 2016 in support
of the Housing For All initiative that established a charter amendment for an Affordable Housing Trust Fund. 6
Several local groups worked together, including the Baltimore Housing Roundtable and United Workers, to mobilize
voters towards a Baltimore that is “United Not Blighted”
with funding for more equitable development.7

Data Sources
Vital Signs 17 tracks 21 indicators for Community Statistical Areas (CSAs) 8 designed to follow the city’s housing
market and community development processes over time.
These indicators are grouped into the following categories: housing market, affordability and choice, tax credits,
permits and code enforcement, and vacancy.
Data for Vital Signs 17 Housing indicators come from
sources that can be grouped into the following categories:
City sources: Baltimore City Department of Housing,
Baltimore City Circuit Court, Baltimore City Department
of Finance, BidBaltimore.

1. A
 nne A. Burnett and Peter M. Dolkart (2019) “Baltimore Housing Policy” Community Scope, Volume 7, Issue 1. Federal
Reserve Bank of Richmond.
2. F
 or more information see the Vacants to Value website

www.vacantstovalue.org

3. A
 New Era of Neighborhood Investment: A Framework for Community Development in Baltimore (2019) https://dhcd.baltimorecity.gov/sites/default/files/DHCD%20Community%20Development%20Framework.pdf
4. 4
.City Council Bill 18-0185, Signed by the Mayor on 5/7/2018. “Non-Owner-Occupied Dwelling Units, Rooming Houses, and
Vacant Structures-Rental Dwellings-Registration and Licensing”
5. “
City Council Bill 18-308, Signed by the Mayor on 4/15/2019. “Community Relations - Housing Discrimination - Source
of Income”
6. “
 Baltimore Voters Support Housing for All (Winter 2017) https://housingtrustfundproject.org/baltimore-voterssupports-housing-for-all
7. 
For more information, visit the United Workers website http://www.unitedworkers.org/baltimore_s_20_20_vision
8. CSAs are groups of census tracts that correspond to neighborhoods. See Vital Signs 17 Introduction for more details.
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State sources: Maryland Department of Planning
Federal sources: United States Postal Service, Bureau of
the Census, American Community Survey (ACS), Department of Housing and Urban Development.
Proprietary sources: First American Real Estate Solutions, RBIntel.
When possible, indicators are created by normalizing
data by the number of residential properties to establish
rates that allow for comparison across neighborhoods
and over time.

Housing Market

Housing market transactions within neighborhoods
provide a glimpse into how well homes in the area are
sold to people moving in using formal financing mechanisms. Mortgage-based sales of homes generally suggest
that the housing unit will be owner-occupied. Cash-based
sales suggest investment transactions that may not be
occupied by the buyer, or possibly not occupied at all. 9
Bank-owned (REO) sales occur after a property owner
has been foreclosed upon, which typically means that
displacement has occurred.
Nine housing market indicators for Baltimore’s neighborhoods are included in Vital Signs 17: percentage of properties that are owner-occupied, total number of homes sold,
median price of homes sold, median number of days on
market, percent of homes sold in foreclosure, percent of
homes sold for cash, percent of properties under mortgage
foreclosure, and percentage of residential tax lien sales.

Owner-Occupancy
Between 2016 and 2017, the percentage of residential properties that were owner-occupied in Baltimore decreased
from 54.9% to 54.6%. In 2017, the CSAs with the highest
percentage of owner-occupied properties were Claremont/
Armistead (83.8%), Cross-Country/Cheswolde (82.4%), and
Mount Washington/Coldspring (81.8%). The CSAs with the
lowest percentage of owner-occupied properties Madison/
East End (23.0%) and Southwest Baltimore (23.7%)
Data Key
Green colored text denotes a positive change.
Red colored text denotes a negative change.
Blue colored text denotes a neutral change.

Number of Homes Sold
Between 2016 and 2017, the total number of homes sold
in Baltimore City increased from 9,034 to 9,267. In 2017,
the highest number of homes were sold in Patterson Park
North & East (487), Medfield/Hampden/Woodberry/
Remington (474), and Inner Harbor/Federal Hill (392).
The lowest number of homes sold were in Cherry Hill (11)
and Dickeyville/ Franklintown (25).

Median Sales Price
Between 2016 and 2017, the median sales price of homes
sold increased by 8.7% from $138,000 to $150,000. In 2017,
the CSAs with the highest median home sales include
North Baltimore/ Guilford/Homeland ($377,500), South
Baltimore ($325,000), and Greater Roland Park/Poplar Hill
($317,763). The CSAs with the lowest median home sales
include Sandtown-Winchester/ Harlem Park ($34,500),
Greater Rosemont ($34,784), and Midway/Coldstream
($35,000).
Median Days on Market
Between 2016 and 2017, the median number of days
that a house was listed on the market in Baltimore City
decreased from 33 to 29. The CSAs where it took the least
amount of time to sell a home in 2017 included South Baltimore (15.0 days) and Poppleton/The Terraces/Hollins
Market (17.0 days). The CSAs with where it took the most
amount of time to sell a home were Downtown/Seton Hill
(44.0 days) and Upton/Druid Heights (43 .0 days).
Cash-Based Homes Sales
Between 2016 and 2017, the percentage of all homes sold
in Baltimore purchased for cash decreased from 42.1% to
41.3%. The CSAs with the highest percentage of homes
sold as cash-based purchases in 2017 were Sandtown-Winchester/Harlem Park (88.1%), Clifton-Berea (87.4%), and
Southwest Baltimore (86.1%). The CSAs with the lowest
percentage of the homes sold in cash were South Baltimore (9.9%), Dickeyville/Franklintown (13.0%), and
Canton (14.4%).
Foreclosure Sales
Between 2016 and 2017, the percentage of homes sold under
foreclosure or as a real estate owned (REO) sale declined
from 1.0% to 0.9%. The CSAs with the highest percentage
of homes sold under foreclosure in 2017 were Claremont/
Armistead (5.4%) and Clifton-Berea (3.5%). Nineteen CSAs
had zero homes sold in foreclosure.

9. A
 lan Mallach 2012), “Depopulation, Market Collapse and Property Abandonment” in Rebuilding America’s Legacy
Cities, Alan Mallach, editor. The American Assembly.
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Foreclosure Filings
Between 2016 and 2017, the percentage of homes in Baltimore receiving notice of a mortgage foreclosure filing due
to delinquent payment decreased from 1.4% to 1.2%. The
highest percentage of homes receiving a mortgage foreclosure filing occurred in Poppleton/The Terraces/Hollins
Market (4.5%), Oldtown/Middle East (3.8%), and Howard
Park/West Arlington (2.4%). The lowest foreclosure filing
rates occurred in Southwest Baltimore (0.0%) and Greater
Roland Park/Poplar Hill (0.2%) .
Tax Lien Sales
Residential properties with unpaid taxes can be sold as
tax certificates at the annual tax lien certificate sale held
properties with tax liens for sale increased from 4.6% to
5.2%. The CSAs with the highest percentage of tax lien
sales were Sandtown-Winchester/Harlem Park (14.0%) and
Southwest Baltimore (11.6%). The CSAs with the lowest
residential properties with tax liens for sale were Greater
Roland Park/Poplar Hill and Mount Washington/Coldspring (0.5%).

Housing Affordability and Choice10

Housing costs are a burden for households on a fixed or low
income, those who have experienced job loss or displacement, or for those living in areas where housing values
are increasing rapidly. Federal housing choice vouchers
assist households by subsidizing rent so that households
do not spend more than 30% of their income on housing.
Although the vouchers can be used in the private market,
rental units in some neighborhoods have rents too high for
landlords to accept vouchers as market value.

Affordability—Rent
Between 2006-2010 and 2013-2017, the percentage of
households paying more than 30% of their total household income on rent decreased from 52.7% to 49.8%. During
2013-2017, the CSAs with the greatest percentage of renters paying in excess of 30% of their income on housing
included Belair-Edison (68.1%), Edmondson Village (64.5%),
and Washington Village/Pigtown (63.4%). The CSAs with
the lowest percentage of renters who paid more than 30% of
their total household income on rent were Canton (28.3%),
South Baltimore (33.9%) and Fells Point (35.6%).
Housing Voucher Use
Between 2016 and 2017, the rate of housing vouchers used
per 1,000 rental units in Baltimore City increased from
124.6 to 126.4. The CSAs with the highest rates of housing voucher use per 1,000 rental units were Belair-Edison (373.6), Madison/East End (291.8), and Washington
Village (268.3).

Housing Tax Credits11

Although Baltimore City has one of the highest property
tax rates in the State of Maryland, many residents avail
Affordability Index - Mortgage, 2013-2017

Vital Signs 17 tracks the percentage of households paying
30% or more of their total household income on either mortgage or rent as well as the number of housing vouchers per
1,000 rental units being used in a neighborhood.

Affordability—Mortgage
Between 2006-2010 and 2013-2017, the percentage of households with mortgages paying more than 30% of their total
household income on home-related expenses decreased
from 40.0% to 34.2%. During 2013-2017, the CSAs with the
highest percentage of homeowners spending more than
30% of their total income on housing included Greenmount
East (53.4%), Downtown/Seton Hill (50.2%), and Southeastern (50.2%). The CSAs with the lowest percentage of homeowners spending more than 30% of their total income on
housing were Highlandtown (18.5%) and Canton (20.2%).

Percent of Households
Spending 30%+ on
Housing Costs:

18.5% - 24.4%
25.0% - 30.7%
30.8% - 37.7%
37.8% - 43.5%
43.6% - 53.4%

10. S
 ources for Housing Affordability indicators are the American Community Survey (ACS) and the Picture of
Subsidized Housing (US Department of Housing and Urban Development).
11. T
 ax credit data has been provided by the Baltimore City Department of Finance.
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Percent of Residential Properties with
Rehabilitation Permits Over $5,000, 2017

themselves to tax credit programs based on ownership
status, income eligibility and/or rehabilitation of historic
properties. Baltimore City residential property owners can
apply for two property tax credits in order for owner-occupants to manage fluctuations in assessed value (homestead tax credit) and to ensure their tax bill does not exceed
a percentage of household gross income (homeowner’s tax
credit). Property owners must apply for these credits and
many homeownership preservation strategies are aimed at
raising awareness about how and when to apply. For property owners in designated historic districts, Historic Tax
credits help incentivize renovation of buildings located
in these districts. Vital Signs 17 tracks the percentage of
properties that receive each of these credits to show the
rate of uptake of these potential credits in different parts
of the city.

Homestead Tax credit
From 2016 to 2017, the rate of residential properties receiving the Homestead Tax credit in Baltimore declined from
251.7 to 228.1 per 1,000 residential properties. In 2017,
the CSAs with the highest rates of residential properties that received the Homestead Tax credit were located
in Cross-Country/Cheswolde (530.0 per 1,000 residential units), Northwood (454.4 per 1,000), and Dorchester/
Ashburton (416.6 per 1,000). The CSAs with the lowest
rates of residential properties that received the Homestead Tax credit were located in Greater Rosemont (48.2
per 1,000), Southwest Baltimore (63.3 per 1,000), and Sandtown-Winchester/Harlem Park (70.4 per 1,000).
Homeowners Tax credit
From 2016 to 2017, the rate of residential properties in Baltimore that received the Homeowners Tax credit increased
from 45.3 to 48.9 per 1,000 residential properties. In 2017,
the highest rates of Homeowners Tax credit were located
in Glen-Fallstaff (107.3 per 1,000), The Waverlies (105.8 per
1,000 residential units), and Edmondson Village (101.8 per
1,000). The CSAs with the lowest rates were Claremont/
Armistead (8.3 per 1,000) and Downtown/Seton Hill (10.0
per 1,000).

Percentage:

0.9% - 2.0%
2.1% - 3.5%
3.6% - 5.0%
5.1% - 6.9%
7.0% - 13.7%

Housing Permits and Code Enforcement

Baltimore City’s Department of Housing and Community Development is responsible for issuing permits for
rehabilitation, new construction, and demolition, as well
as enforcing the building code and issuing violations.
Vital Signs 17 uses these datasets to track both investment
in and/or potential neglect of a neighborhood’s housing
stock .2017, the CSAs with the highest rate of new construction permits occurred in Harbor East/Little Italy (16.9
per 1,000 homes), Glen-Fallstaff (5.1 per 1,000 homes),
and Medfield/ Hampden/ Woodberry/ Remington (3.4
per 1,000 homes). Thirty-two CSAs experienced no new
construction permits in 2017.

Historic Tax Credits
Between 2016 and 2017, the rate of Historic Tax credits per
1,000 residential units increased slightly from 11.6 to 11.7
per 1,000 residential properties. In 2017, the CSAs with the
highest rates of Historic Tax credits were Oldtown/Middle
East (85.6 per 1,000 residential units), Canton (72.1 per
1,000 residential units), and Patterson Park North & East
(71.6 per 1,000 residential units). There were 20 CSAs that
did not have any utilization of historic tax credits in 2017
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New construction permits
Between 2016 and 2017, the rate of new construction
permits decreased from 1.3 to 0.5 per 1,000 homes. In
2017, the CSAs with the highest rate of new construction permits occurred in Harbor East/Little Italy (16.9
per 1,000 homes), Glen-Fallstaff (5.1 per 1,000 homes),
and Medfield/ Hampden/Woodberry/ Remington (3.4
per 1,000 homes). Thirty-two CSAs experienced no new
construction permits in 2017.

Housing and Community Development

Rehabilitation permits
Between 2016 and 2017, the percentage of residential properties with rehabilitation permits in excess of $5,000 in
Baltimore increased from 3.2% to 4.4%. The CSAs that
experienced the largest increases in the rate of rehabilitation permits were Highlandtown (+5.4%) and South Baltimore (+5.1%).

Percent of Vacant and Abandoned Properties
Owned by Baltimore City, 2017

In 2017, the CSAs that had the highest (10.8%) and
Medfield/ Hampden/ Woodberry/ Remington (8.4%).The
CSAs that had the lowest percentage of residential properties with rehabilitation permits were Cherry Hill (0.9%),
Brooklyn/Curtis Bay/Hawkins Point (1.1%), and Sandtown-Winchester /Harlem Park (1.4%).

Demolition permits
Given that Baltimore has significantly declined in
population over the years, the supply of housing in the
city today greatly outnumbers current demand, which
over many decades, has resulted in deferred maintenance
of residential properties and ultimately abandonment. In
2015, Maryland Governor Hogan announced funding for
Project C.O.R.E. 12 to support the City’s ability to demolish
buildings deemed unsafe. Removal of buildings through
deconstruction of properties is growing as a means of
a more sustainable way to reuse materials from vacant
property. 13
Between 2016 and 2017, the rate of demolition permits
decreased from 3.5 to 3.0 per 1,000 homes. In 2017, the
greatest rate of demolition permits occurred in Upton/
Druid Heights (22.3 per 1,000 homes), Greenmount East
(21.1 per 1,000 homes), and Clifton-Berea (12.5 per 1,000
homes). Thirteen CSAs did not have any demolition
permits in 2017.

Housing violations
(other than vacant and abandoned notices)
Between 2016 and 2017, the percentage of properties in
Baltimore receiving a housing violation (excluding a
violation for vacancy-see below) increased from 2.7% to
4.5%. In 2017, the CSAs with the highest percentage of
properties receiving a housing violation included were
Oldtown/Middle East (12.1%) and Greenmount East (10.8%).
The CSAs with the lowest percentage of housing violations
include South Baltimore and Inner Harbor/Federal Hill
(0.3%), and Greater Roland Park/Poplar Hill (0.5%).

Percentage:

0.0%
0.1% - 6.7%
6.8% - 15.2%
15.3% - 26.0%
26.1% - 39.0%

Vacant Buildings and Unoccupied Housing

Baltimore is one of few cities in the country that tracks
vacant housing based on an official violation notice
from the City’s Department of Housing and Community
Development. Vacant and abandoned housing is relatively
easy to identify with boarded up windows and/or other
signs of disrepair that makes the structure uninhabitable.
Homes that are habitable but still do not have anyone
living in them are less obvious from appearance alone, but
are a growing concern for many neighborhoods. Homes
that the United States Postal Service no longer delivers
mail to can be considered unoccupied

Vacant and Abandoned Housing
Between 2016 and 2017, the percentage of homes receiving
a vacant house notice (VHN) in Baltimore City increased
from 8.0% to 8.2%. The percentage of vacant and abandoned

12. F
or more information on Project C.O.R.E (Creating Opportunities for Renewal and Enterprise), visit the Maryland
Department of Housing and Community Development website http://dhcd.maryland.gov/ProjectCORE/
13. Urban Wood Project—Room and Board https://www.roomandboard.com/about-us/craftspeople/urban-wood-project.ftl
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properties increased most in Sandtown-Winchester/
Harlem Park (+5.2%) and Southwest Baltimore (+3.8%) .The
CSAs with the largest decreases in vacant and abandoned
housing were Midway/Coldstream (-7.7%) and Downtown/
Seton Hill (-5.5%).

In 2017, the CSAs with highest percentage of vacant and
abandoned homes were Sandtown-Winchester/Harlem
Park (35.1%), Greenmount East (30.0%), and Southwest
Baltimore (29.7%). In 2017, 15 CSAs had less than 1% vacant
and abandoned properties.
Vacant Housing Owned by Baltimore City
In 2017, 13.5% of the vacant and abandoned properties
were owned by the City, down from 15.2% in 2013, which
was the last time this indicator was reported in Vital Signs.
The CSAs with the greatest percentage of vacant and
abandoned properties owned by the City in 2017 were in
Upton/Druid Heights (39.0%), Poppleton/The Terraces/
Hollins Market (36.9%), and Oldtown/Middle East (36.3%).
Homes Receiving No Mail
Between 2016 and 2017, the percent of residential addresses
that did not receive mail from the U .S. Postal Service
identified as unoccupied for more than 90 days increased
from 8.2% to 8.3%. The CSAs with the highest percentages of addresses not receiving mail were Greenmount
East (24.3%), Southwest Baltimore (20.4%), and Greater
Mondawmin (18.9%). The lowest percentages occurred in
Mount Washington/Coldspring (1.0%) and North Baltimore/ Guilford /Homeland (1.2%).
From 2016 to 2017, the CSAs with the greatest increase in
the percentage of addresses not receiving mail were Harbor
East/Little Italy (+4.8%) and Greenmount East (+4.2%). The
CSAs with the greatest decrease in the percentage of
homes not receiving mail were Penn North/ Reservoir Hill
(-3.6%) and Patterson Park North & East (-4.0%).

—6—

Housing and Community
Development

Indicator Definitions
and Rankings

—7—

Housing and Community Development
Indicator Definitions and Rankings
For each indicator reported in Vital Signs 17, we provide the data source, the years
for which it is reported, and the five CSAs with the highest and lowest values for the
indicator; these may not correspond to positive or negative trends.

Housing Market Indicators
Total Number of Homes Sold

Median Price of Homes Sold
Measures the value of residential properties in an area.

Definition: The total number of homes and condominiums
that are sold within a full calendar year. This includes both
market and private transactions of single family homes,
rowhouses/townhouses, mid- and high-rise condominiums, apartments, duplexes, and multi-family dwellings.

Definition: The median home sales price is the middle
value of the prices for which homes are sold (both market
and private transactions) within a calendar year. The
median value is used as opposed to the average so that
both extremely high and extremely low prices do not
distort the prices for which homes are sold. This measure
does not take into account the assessed value of a property.

Measures housing market activity in an area.

(SOURCE: FIRST AMERICAN REAL ESTATE SOLUTIONS(FARES),
2010, 2011, 2012, 2013, 2014, 2015, 2016, 2017)

Five Highest:
1. Patterson Park
North & East
2. Medfield/Hampden/
Woodberry/Remington
3. Inner Harbor/
Federal Hill
4. Canton
5. North Baltimore/
Guilford/Homeland

Five Lowest:
1. Cherry Hill
2. Dickeyville/
Franklintown
3. Claremont/Armistead
4. Downtown/Seton Hill
5. Oldtown/Middle East

(SOURCE: FIRST AMERICAN REAL ESTATE SOLUTIONS (FARES),
2010, 2011, 2012, 2013, 2014, 2015, 2016, 2017)

Five Highest:
1. North Baltimore/
Guilford/Homeland

Five Lowest:
1. Sandtown-Winchester/
Harlem Park

2. South Baltimore

2. Greater Rosemont

3. Greater Roland
Park/Poplar Hill

4. Southwest Baltimore

4. Canton
5. Harbor East/Little
Italy, Inner Harbor/
Federal Hill

—8—

3. Midway/Coldstream
5. C
 lifton-Berea
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Median Number of Days on the Market

Percent of Homes Sold in Foreclosure

Measures the demand for housing in an area.

Measures sales of homes by banks owning foreclosed
properties

Definition: The median number of days that homes listed
for sale sits on the public market in a given area. This time
period is from the date it is listed for sale till the day the
contract of sale is signed. Private (non-listed) home sale
transactions are not included in this indicator. The median
days on market is used as opposed to the average so that
both extremely high and extremely low days on the market
do not distort the length of time for which homes are listed
on the market. (SOURCE: RBINTEL, 2010, 2011, 2012, 2013,

(SOURCE: RBINTEL, 2010, 2011, 2012, 2013, 2014, 2015,

2014, 2015, 2016, 2017)

2.Clifton-Berea

Five Highest:
1. Downtown/Seton Hill
2. Upton/Druid Heights
3. C
 laremont/Armistead,
Dorchester/Ashburton
4. Chinquapin Park/
Belvedere
5. Forest Park/Walbrook

Five Lowest:
1. South Baltimore
2. Poppleton/The
Terraces/Hollins Market
3. Medfield/Hampden/
Woodberry/Remington
4. The Waverlies
5. Mount Washington/
Coldspring

Definition: The portion of the homes and condominiums
sold that were identified as being owned by the bank (REO)
out of all residential properties sold in a calendar year.
2016, 2017)

Five Highest:
1. Claremont/Armistead
3.Brooklyn/Curtis Bay/
Hawkins Point
4.Belair-Edison
5.Southeastern

Percent of Homes Sold for Cash

Measures the purchasing of homes in cash, without
a mortgage.
Definition: The portion of homes and condominiums sold
for cash out of all residential properties sold in a calendar
year. These types of sales tend to signify investor-based
purchases as homes purchased for cash either become
rental properties or later sold again in an effort to generate
a profit. (SOURCE: RBINTEL, 2010, 2011, 2012, 2013, 2014,

Percentage of Residential Tax Lien Sales

Measures the percentage of residential properties with
city liens sold.
Definition: The percentage of residential properties with
city liens sold as tax certificates at the annual tax lien
certificate sale held in May. Tax sales are used to collect
delinquent real property taxes and other unpaid charges to
the city, which are liens against the real property. The tax
certificate sale is a public online auction of City lien interests on properties that occurs annually in May. (SOURCE:
BIDBALTIMORE, 2015, 2016, 2017)

Five Highest:
1. Sandtown-Winchester/
Harlem Park
2. Southwest Baltimore
3. M
 idway/Coldstream
4. Clifton-Berea
5. Southern Park Heights

Five Lowest:
Nineteen CSAs had zero
homes sold in foreclosure

2015, 2016, 2017)

Five Highest:
1. Sandtown-Winchester/
Harlem Park
2. C
 lifton-Berea

Five Lowest:
1. South Baltimore
2. Dickeyville/
Franklintown

3. Southwest Baltimore

3. Canton

4. Greater Rosemont

4. H
 ighlandtown

5. Madison/East End

5. M
 edfield/Hampden/
Woodberry/Remington

Five Lowest:
1. Greater Roland
Park/Poplar Hill
2. Mount Washington/
Coldspring
3. South Baltimore
4. North Baltimore/
Guilford/Homeland
5. Claremont/Armistead
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Percent of Properties Receiving
Mortgage Foreclosure Filing

Percent of Addresses that Do Not
Receive Mail (USPS No Stat)

Measures properties for which foreclosure proceedings
are underway due to mortgage delinquencies.

Measures housing units where mail delivery has been
discontinued.

Definition: The percentage of properties where the lending
company or loan servicer has filed a foreclosure proceeding with the Baltimore City Circuit Court out of all residential properties within an area. This is not a measure of
actual foreclosures since not every property that receives a
filing results in a property dispossession. (SOURCE: BALTIMORE CITY CIRCUIT COURT, 2010, 2011, 2012, 2013, 2014,

Definition: The percentage of residential addresses for
which the United States Postal Service has identified as
being unoccupied (no mail collection) for a period of at
least 90 days or longer. These properties may be habitable, but are not currently being occupied. It is important
to note that a single residential property can contain more
than one address. (SOURCE: UNITED STATES POSTAL SERVICE,

2015, 2016, 2017; MD PROPERTY VIEW 2010, 2011, 2012, 2013,

2010, 2011, 2012, 2013, 2014, 2015, 2016, 2017)

2014, 2015, 2016, 2017)

Five Highest:
1. Poppleton/The
Terraces/Hollins Market
2. Oldtown/Middle East
3. Howard Park/
West Arlington
4. Greenmount East
5. Belair-Edison

Five Highest:
1. Greenmount East

Five Lowest:
1. Southwest Baltimore
2. Greater Roland
Park/Poplar Hill
3. Claremont/Armistead
4. C
 anton
5. Cross-Country/
Cheswolde

2. Southwest Baltimore
3. Greater Mondawmin
4. Penn North/
Reservoir Hill
5. Greater Rosemont

Measures property occupancy by owners.
Definition: The percentage of homeowners that are the
principal residents of a particular residential property out
of all residential properties. It is important to note that a
portion of these owner-occupied properties may be subdivided and have tenants that pay rent and are not included
in the calculation. (SOURCE: MD PROPERTY VIEW 2010, 2011,

Five Highest:
1. Claremont/Armistead
2. Cross-Country/
Cheswolde
3. Mount Washington/
Coldspring
4. Northwood
5. Harford/Echodale

Five Lowest:
1. Madison/East End
2. Southwest Baltimore

2. North Baltimore/
Guilford/Homeland
3. Cross-Country/
Cheswolde
4. Dickeyville/
Franklintown
5. Greater Roland
Park/Poplar Hill

Percent of Properties
that are Owner-Occupied

2012, 2013, 2014, 2015, 2016, 2017)

Five Lowest:
1. Mount Washington/
Coldspring

Housing Affordability Indicators
Affordability Index: Mortgage

Measures housing burden for households with mortgages
in an area.
Definition: The percentage of households that pay more
than 30% of their total household income on mortgage
and other housing-related expenses. (SOURCE: AMERICAN
COMMUNITY SURVEY, 2013-2017)

3. Greenmount East

Five Highest:
1. Greenmount East

4. S
 andtown-Winchester/
Harlem Park

2. Downtown/Seton Hill

2. Canton

3. Southeastern

3. Midtown

4. Clifton-Berea

4. South Baltimore

5. Greater Rosemont

5. Dickeyville/
Franklintown

5. Poppleton/The
Terraces/ Hollins
Market
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Five Lowest:
1. Highlandtown
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Affordability Index: Rent

Housing Tax Credit

Measures housing burden for households paying rent
in an area.
Definition: The percentage of households that pay more
than 30% of their total household income on rent and
related expenses out of all households in an area. (SOURCE:
AMERICAN COMMUNITY SURVEY, 2013-2017)

Rate of Properties Receiving
Homestead Tax Credit

Measures homeownership and residential properties
receiving a tax credit.

4. Southwest Baltimore

4. Mount Washington/
Coldspring

Definition: The number of residential properties that
received the homestead tax credit per 1,000 residential
properties within an area. The Homestead Credit limits
the increase in taxable assessments each year to a fixed
percentage. Every county and municipality in Maryland
is required to limit taxable assessment increases to 10% or
less each year, with the Baltimore City rate capped at 4%.

5. Upton/Druid Heights

5. Harbor East/Little Italy

(SOURCE: BALTIMORE CITY DEPARTMENT OF FINANCE, 2011,

Five Highest:
1. B
 elair-Edison

Five Lowest:
1. Canton

2. Edmondson Village

2. South Baltimore

3. W
 ashington
Village/Pigtown

3. Fells Point

2012, 2013, 2014, 2015, 2016, 2017; MDPROPERTY VIEW 2011,
2012, 2013, 2014, 2016, 2017)

Rate of Housing Vouchers
Per 1,000 Rental Units

Measures the ability of housing voucher holders to find
housing in the private rental market
Definition: The Housing Choice Voucher (HCV) program
is the federal government’s largest low-income housing
assistance program where people can seek housing in the
private market. The maximum housing assistance is generally the lesser of the payment standard minus 30% of the
family’s monthly adjusted income or the gross rent for the
unit minus 30% of monthly adjusted income. (SOURCE: US

Five Highest:
1. Cross-Country/
Cheswolde

Five Lowest:
1. Greater Rosemont

2. Northwood

3. Sandtown-Winchester/
Harlem Park

3. Dorchester/Ashburton
4. M
 edfield/Hampden/
Woodberry/Remington
5. Glen-Fallstaff

DEPARTMENT OF HOUSING AND URBAN DEVELOPMENT, PICTURE

2. Madison/East End

Five Lowest:
1. Greater Roland
Park/Poplar Hill

3. W
 ashington
Village/Pigtown

3. C
 anton

4. Greater Govans

4. Fells Point

5. Patterson Park
North & East

5. Mount Washington/
Coldspring

2. South Baltimore

4. C
 lifton-Berea
5. P
 oppleton/The
Terraces/ Hollins
Market

Rate of Properties Receiving
Homeowners Tax Credit

OF SUBSIDIZED HOUSING, 2014, 2016, 2017)

Five Highest:
1. B
 elair-Edison

2. Southwest Baltimore

Measures homeownership and residential properties
receiving a tax credit.
Definition: The number of residential properties that
received the homeowners tax credit per 1,000 residential
properties within an area. The homeowner’s tax credit sets
a limit on the amount of property taxes any homeowner
must pay based upon his or her income. (SOURCE: BALTIMORE CITY DEPARTMENT OF FINANCE, 2011, 2012, 2013, 2014,
2015, 2016 2017; MD PROPERTY VIEW 2010, 2011, 2012, 2013,
2014, 2015, 2016, 2017)

Five Highest:
1. Glen-Fallstaff

Five Lowest:
1. Claremont/Armistead

2. The Waverlies

2. Downtown/Seton Hill

3. Edmondson Village

3. Poppleton/The
Terraces/Hollins Market

4. S
 outheastern
5. Howard Park/
West Arlington
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4. South Baltimore
5. Greenmount East
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Historic Tax Credit

Rate of New Construction Permits

Measures number of residential properties receiving
historic tax credits.

Measures new construction and residential investment
in an area.

Definition: The number of residential properties that
received the Historic Tax Credit per 1,000 residential
properties within an area. The credit is granted on the
increased assessment directly resulting from qualified
improvements. The duration of the credit is for 10 years,
and is applicable to properties located in designated areas
of significant historical value. (SOURCE: BALTIMORE CITY

Definition: The number of permits issued for new residential buildings per 1,000 existing residential properties
within a community. The permits are analyzed by date
of issue and not date of completion. (SOURCE: BALTIMORE

DEPARTMENT OF FINANCE, 2012, 2013, 2014, 2015, 2016 2017;
MDPROPERTY VIEW, 2012, 2013, 2014, 2016, 2016, 2017)

Five Highest:
1. Oldtown/Middle East
2. Canton
3. Patterson Park
North & East
4. Highlandtown
5. Fells Point

CITY DEPARTMENT OF HOUSING, 2011, 2012, 2013, 2014,2015,
2016,2017; MDPROPERTY VIEW 2011, 2012, 2013, 2014, 2015,
2016, 2017)

Five Highest:
1. Harbor East/Little Italy
2. G
 len-Fallstaff

Five Lowest:
Twenty CSAs did not have
any allocations of credits.

3. Medfield/Hampden/
Woodberry/Remington

Five Lowest:
Thirty-two CSAs did
not have any permits
issued for new residential
construction.

4. Downtown/Seton Hill
5. Inner Harbor/
Federal Hill

Rate of New Demolition Permits

Measures residential demolition permits issued by area.

Housing Permits
and Code Enforcement Indicators

Definition: The number of permits issued for the demolition of residential buildings per 1,000 existing residential
properties. The permits are analyzed by date of issue and
not date of actual demolition. (SOURCE: BALTIMORE CITY

Percent of Residential Properties with
Rehabilitation Permits Exceeding $5,000

DEPARTMENT OF HOUSING, 2011, 2012, 2013, 2014, 2015,

Measure of interest, demand, and financial ability to invest
in residential properties in an area.
Definition: The portion of residential properties that have
applied for and received a permit to renovate the interior
and/or exterior of a property where the cost of renovation
will exceed $5,000. The threshold of $5,000 is used to
differentiate a minor and more significant renovation project. (SOURCE: BALTIMORE CITY DEPARTMENT OF HOUSING,2010,
2011, 2012, 2013, 2014, 2015, 2016, 2017;MDPROPERTY VIEW
2010, 2011, 2012, 2013, 2014, 2015, 2016, 2017

Five Highest:
1. Highlandtown

Five Lowest:
1. Cherry Hill

2. South Baltimore

2. Brooklyn/Curtis Bay/
Hawkins Point

3. M
 edfield/Hampden/
Woodberry/Remington

2016, 2017; MDPROPERTY VIEW 2011, 2012, 2013, 2014, 2015,
2016, 2017)

Five Highest:
1. Upton/Druid Heights
2. Greenmount East
3. Clifton-Berea
4. Oldtown/Middle East
5. S
 andtownWinchester/Harlem

3. Sandtown-Winchester/
Harlem Park

4. Patterson Park
North & East

4. Southwest Baltimore

5. Canton

5. Greater Rosemont
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Five Lowest:
Thirteen CSAs did
not have any permits
issued for demolition.

Housing and Community Development

Percent of Residential Properties
that are Vacant and Abandoned

Percent of Residential Properties
with Housing Violations

Measure of homes with an official Vacant House Notice
(VHN) issued by Baltimore Housing.

Measure of homes receiving housing violations (excluding vacancy).

Definition: The percentage of residential properties that
have been classified as being vacant and abandoned by the
Baltimore City Department of Housing out of all properties.
Properties are classified as being vacant and abandoned
if: the property is not habitable and appears boarded up
or open to the elements; the property was designated as
being vacant prior to the current year and still remains
vacant; and the property is a multi-family structure where
all units are considered to be vacant. (SOURCE: BALTIMORE

Definition: The percentage of residential properties that
have received at least one housing code violation from the
Baltimore City Department of Housing out of all properties.
Properties whose facade, structure, and/or surrounding
area violate the City’s Housing Code are issued a notice
and are considered open till the property is found in
compliance. A property may receive multiple violations.

CITY DEPARTMENT OF HOUSING, 2010, 2011, 2012, 2013, 2014,
2015, 2016, 2017; MDPROPERTY VIEW 2010, 2011, 2012, 2013,
2014, 2015, 2016, 2017)

Five Highest:
1. Sandtown-Winchester/
Harlem Park

Five Lowest:
1. Cross-Country/
Cheswolde

2. Greenmount East

2. Greater Roland
Park/Poplar Hill

3. Upton/Druid Heights
4. Southwest Baltimore
5. Clifton-Berea

(SOURCE: BALTIMORE CITY DEPARTMENT OF HOUSING, 2010,
2011, 2012, 2013, 2015, 2016, 2017; MDPROPERTY VIEW 2010,
2011, 2012, 2013, 2015, 2016, 2017)

Five Highest:
1. Oldtown/Middle East

Five Lowest:
1. South Baltimore

2. Greenmount East

2. Inner Harbor/
Federal Hill

3. Upton/Druid Heights
4. Clifton-Berea
5. Downtown/Seton Hill

3. Mount Washington/
Coldspring
5. South Baltimore

Total Residential Properties

Percent of Vacant Properties Owned by
Baltimore City

Number of Residential Properties

The number of residential properties is used as a denominator in several of the indicators.

Measure of local government ownership
of vacant residential properties .

Definition: The percent of properties that are classified as
being vacant and abandoned that are owned by Baltimore
City. Baltimore City has come to own these properties
through a variety of ways including (but not limited to)
eminent domain, unpaid tax or water bills, and purchase.
(SOURCE: BALTIMORE CITY DEPARTMENT OF HOUSING, 2011,

Five Highest:
1.Upton/Druid Heights
2.Poppleton/The
Terraces/Hollins Market
3.Oldtown/Middle East
4.Downtown/Seton Hill
5.Southern Park Heights

Five Lowest:
Twenty-two CSAs have
no vacant properties
identified as being owned
by Baltimore City.

4. Mount Washington/
Coldspring
5. Canton

4. C
 laremont/Armistead

2012, 2013, 2017)

3. Greater Roland
Park/Poplar Hill

Definition: The total number of residential properties
located within an area as identified by Maryland Property View. It is important to note that this indicator is a
count of properties (single family homes, condominiums,
and duplexes) and that a property can be comprised of
multiple housing units. (SOURCE: MDPROPERTY VIEW, 2010,
2011, 2012, 2013, 2014, 2015, 2016, 2017)

Five Highest:
1. Southwest Baltimore
2. Greater Rosemont

Five Lowest:
1. Dickeyville/
Franklintown

3. Medfield/Hampden/
Woodberry/Remington

3. Cherry Hill

4. Patterson Park
North & East
5. B
 elair-Edison

—13—

2. Downtown/Seton Hill
4. Poppleton/The
Terraces/ Hollins
Market
5. Oldtown/Middle East

Housing and
Community Development
Data Tables
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Housing and Community Development
Housing Market
Percent of Homes Sold in Foreclosure (REO)
Community Statistical Area (CSA)
2011

2012

Allendale/Irvington/S. Hilton
53.5
29.3
Beechfield/Ten Hills/West Hills
38.5
9.0
Belair-Edison
41.1
23.2
Brooklyn/Curtis Bay/Hawkins Point
42.6
23.7
Canton
14.0
3.9
Cedonia/Frankford
42.6
16.9
Cherry Hill
15.4
6.7
Chinquapin Park/Belvedere
24.2
11.5
Claremont/Armistead
31.6
20.0
Clifton-Berea
53.1
14.6
Cross-Country/Cheswolde
7.4
4.2
Dickeyville/Franklintown
62.5
15.4
Dorchester/Ashburton
45.9
27.3
Downtown/Seton Hill
16.7
13.0
Edmondson Village
42.1
20.0
Fells Point
21.8
8.0
Forest Park/Walbrook
45.1
16.7
Glen-Fallstaff
30.0
20.3
Greater Charles Village/Barclay
27.1
9.4
Greater Govans
47.4
25.0
Greater Mondawmin
41.4
29.4
Greater Roland Park/Poplar Hill
12.4
2.6
Greater Rosemont
52.5
34.9
Greenmount East
34.1
17.1
Hamilton
41.6
18.9
Harbor East/Little Italy
31.3
2.6
Harford/Echodale
30.7
12.6
Highlandtown
25.3
8.3
Howard Park/West Arlington
47.8
21.1
Inner Harbor/Federal Hill
10.6
4.8
Lauraville
35.8
22.6
Loch Raven
29.3
11.8
Madison/East End
45.5
20.0
Medfield/Hampden/Woodberry/Remington
16.4
8.4
Midtown
17.7
11.5
Midway/Coldstream
48.2
27.1
Morrell Park/Violetville
44.9
22.5
Mt. Washington/Coldspring
7.8
7.2
North Baltimore/Guilford/Homeland
8.0
4.0
Northwood
32.1
13.5
Oldtown/Middle East
28.6
8.0
Orangeville/East Highlandtown
34.6
7.1
Patterson Park North & East
34.8
10.0
Penn North/Reservoir Hill
58.4
18.3
Pimlico/Arlington/Hilltop
52.2
44.6
Poppleton/The Terraces/Hollins Market
37.9
26.1
Sandtown-Winchester/Harlem Park
46.1
26.4
South Baltimore
8.5
7.1
Southeastern
25.5
12.5
Southern Park Heights
52.7
23.2
Southwest Baltimore
51.1
27.6
The Waverlies
43.1
15.2
Upton/Druid Heights
51.1
20.0
Washington Village/Pigtown
54.5
9.6
Westport/Mt. Winans/Lakeland
37.8
17.1
33.1
13.9
Baltimore City
For more information on these indicators please visit http://www.bniajfi.org.

2013

2014

2015

2016

Change
(15-16)

0.0
0.0
0.0
0.0
0.0
0.0
0.0
0.0
0.0
0.0
0.0
0.0
0.0
0.0
0.0
0.0
0.0
0.0
0.0
0.0
0.0
0.0
0.0
0.0
0.0
0.0
0.0
0.0
0.0
0.0
0.0
0.0
0.0
0.0
0.0
0.0
0.0
0.0
0.0
0.0
0.0
0.0
0.0
0.0
0.0
0.0
0.0
0.0
0.0
0.0
0.0
0.0
0.0
0.0
0.0
0.0

4.4
1.7
3.5
5.1
0.4
1.8
4.3
2.2
0.0
2.0
1.1
0.0
3.6
0.0
3.7
0.0
2.0
1.2
2.5
4.6
1.4
0.0
3.0
3.1
1.6
0.0
4.4
0.0
2.0
0.7
2.7
1.9
0.0
1.3
3.3
3.1
2.5
0.0
1.3
1.6
0.0
0.8
1.3
2.4
4.7
6.1
1.0
0.4
1.6
0.0
4.1
0.0
0.0
5.6
2.9
2.0

3.7
2.4
2.7
4.4
0.3
1.1
4.8
1.0
0.0
2.5
2.1
4.8
1.3
7.4
1.8
0.5
0.8
2.6
0.0
1.7
2.4
0.0
2.0
0.0
2.2
2.9
1.8
0.0
2.5
0.6
0.5
2.1
1.0
1.5
0.0
1.0
2.0
1.4
0.0
2.9
1.9
2.0
0.7
3.0
5.5
3.2
1.3
0.4
1.2
4.7
3.5
2.8
3.7
0.7
3.3
1.6

1.1
1.2
3.8
1.3
0.0
3.4
4.3
0.0
0.0
0.0
0.9
0.0
0.6
0.0
0.9
0.0
1.6
0.8
2.1
0.7
2.7
0.0
0.0
2.7
1.1
0.0
0.3
0.8
0.7
0.0
0.5
4.3
0.0
0.7
0.0
2.0
0.8
4.1
0.0
0.5
0.0
2.6
0.6
2.9
1.8
1.5
0.9
0.0
3.0
0.0
0.5
2.4
1.8
1.9
0.0
1.0

-2.6
-1.2
1.1
-3.2
-0.3
2.3
-0.4
-1.0
0.0
-2.5
-1.3
-4.8
-0.7
-7.4
-0.9
-0.5
0.7
-1.9
2.1
-1.0
0.3
0.0
-2.0
2.7
-1.0
-2.9
-1.5
0.8
-1.7
-0.6
0.0
2.2
-1.0
-0.7
0.0
1.1
-1.1
2.7
0.0
-2.3
-1.9
0.6
0.0
-0.1
-3.7
-1.7
-0.4
-0.4
1.9
-4.7
-3.0
-0.5
-1.9
1.2
-3.3
-0.6
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Vital Signs Report:
Census Demographics
Housing and Community Development
Children and Family Health
Crime and Safety
Workforce and Economic Development
Education and Youth
Arts and Culture
Sustainability

Children and Family Health
The neighborhoods where Baltimoreans live, work and play have a direct relationship to
community-based health outcomes. At the neighborhood level, historic, social, economic
and environmental forces can determine quality of life through health-based indicators.
For Baltimore, the overall picture for these indicators is mixed: overall life expectancy for
the city has been declining over the past few years. On the positive side, access to prenatal care has expanded, and with an overall decrease in infant mortality and babies being
born with low birth-weight.

The impact of place is most evident in the ultimate indicator of health, life expectancy. Racial differences in life
expectancy persist, with white Baltimoreans living on
average 3 years longer (76.1) than black (70.9) Baltimoreans
in 2017. 1 However, Other social, economic and environmental factors also contribute to disparate life expectancy.
Holding race steady, two different neighborhoods can have
strikingly different average life expectancies as much as
ten years.
These spatial disparities in life expectancy span the gamut
of issues in all of the other chapters of the Vital Signs
report—from neighborhood disparities in violence, vacant
and abandoned housing, median income, unemployment
or even tree canopy. To address these issues, the Baltimore City Health Department released Healthy Baltimore
2020 2 aimed at ensuring a place-based approach to health
policies overall.
Baltimore has also had a long-term strategy to improve
birth outcomes coordinated by the B’More for Healthy
Babies3 initiative. Since 2010, infant mortality in Baltimore
has reduced by 38%, through effort particularly focused on
promoting prenatal care and helping to reduce sleep-related infant deaths.
Vital Signs 17 highlights those indicators that best provide
a snapshot of our city’s health across all neighborhoods.

Life Expectancy
in Select Baltimore CSAs, 2017
61.8% White

72.9

64.1% White
93.7% Black/African American
94.1% Black/African American

82.4
67.6
75.0

Morrell Park/
Violetville

Clifton-Berea

North Baltimore/
Guilford/Homeland

Howard Park/
West Arlington

SOURCE: BALTIMORE CITY HEALTH DEPARTMENT

Analysis of indicators in this chapter has been closely
coordinated with the Baltimore City Health Department

Data

Children & Family Health data for Vital Signs 17 indicators come from several sources. State sources include the
Maryland Department of Vital Statistics and Maryland
Department of Human Resources. City sources include
Baltimore City Health Department and the Baltimore City

1. M
ar yla nd Depart me nt of Health a nd Me ntal Hygie ne’s Vital Statistics A n nu al Report (2017)
http://dhmh.maryland. gov/vsa/Pages/reports.aspx
2. H
 ealthy Baltimore 2020: A Blueprint for Health (2016) https://www.hb2020.com/
3. B
altimore Medical System 2017 Annual Report. https://bmsi.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/01/Batimore-Medical-System-2017-Annual-Report.pdf
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Liquor Board. Indicators are created by normalizing data
to the number of residents or other relevant population
in a given area. This will reflect the concentration of an
indicator within an area, and allow for comparison across
neighborhoods and over time.

(94.6%). The CSAs with the lowest percentage of births at
term occurred in Poppleton/The Terraces/Hollins Market
(71.4%), and Greenmount East (76.4%).

Vital Signs 17 includes fourteen indicators for Community
Statistical Areas 4 (CSAs) designed to track the health
of adults, children, and infants in Baltimore City and its
neighborhoods. These indicators are grouped into the
following categories: birth outcomes; life expectancy and
mortality; built environment and food security; and social
assistance programs.

Between 2015 and 2016, the percentage of births where the
child was of satisfactory weight (at least 5.5lbs) in Baltimore City increased from 87.7% to 88.4%. In 2016, the CSAs
with the highest percentage of births with satisfactory
birth weight were Canton (96.0%) and South Baltimore
(95.3%); the CSAs with the lowest percentage of births
with satisfactory birth weight were Clifton-Berea (77.9%)
and Edmondson Village (80.0%).

Birth Outcomes5

Babies Born with Satisfactory Weight

Vital Signs 17 tracks four birth outcome indicators for Baltimore’s Community Statistical Areas (CSAs): teen birth
rate; percent of births delivered at term; percent of babies
born with satisfactory birth weight; and percent of births
where the mother received early prenatal care.

Teen Birth Rate

Baltimore City’s teen birth rate (the number of girls aged
15-19 who have given birth per 1,000 females aged 15-19) has
continued to decrease over the past several years. Between
2016 and 2017, the teen birth rate further decreased from
26.9 to 23.3. In 2017, the CSAs with the highest teen birth
rates were Orangeville/East Highlandtown (85.6), Morrell
Park/Violetville (69.0) and Brooklyn/Curtis Bay/Hawkins
Point (68.6). Five CSAs with zero teen births were Canton,
Cross-Country/Cheswolde, Fells Point, Greater Roland
Park/Poplar Hill, Mount Washington/Coldspring.

Births Delivered at Term
Between 2016 and 2017, the percentage of births that were
delivered at term (at least 37 weeks gestation) in Baltimore
City increased from 86.4% to 86.6%. In 2017, the CSAs
with the highest percentage of births at term were Canton
(95.1%) and Mount Washington/Coldspring
Data Key
Green colored text denotes a positive change.
Red colored text denotes a negative change.
Blue colored text denotes a neutral change.

Early Prenatal Care
Between 2016 and 2017, the percentage of births where
the mother received early prenatal care (care that began
during the first trimester of pregnancy) in Baltimore City
increased from 50.9% to 63.4%. In 2017, the CSAs with the
highest percentage of births where the mother received
early prenatal care were Canton (82.9%) and Inner Harbor/
Federal Hill (81.8%). The CSAs with the lowest percentages
of mothers receiving early prenatal care included Southwest Baltimore (50.9%), and Westport/Mount Winans/
Lakeland (41.7%).

Life Expectancy and Mortality6

Life expectancy (how long one might expect to live) and
mortality rates (chances of dying) are fundamental health
outcomes that are increasingly correlated with other indicators about a person’s neighborhood. Vital Signs 17 reports
life expectancy at birth and mortality rates for five age categories. These two indicators are inversely related; CSAs
with low life expectancy have high rates of mortality in
the younger age categories.

Life Expectancy
Between 2016 and 2017, the life expectancy at birth in
Baltimore City declined from 73.2 years to 72.9 years. The
CSAs with the highest life expectancy were Cross-Country/Cheswolde (85.0 years), Greater Roland Park/Poplar
Hill (83.6 years), and North Baltimore/Guilford/Homeland
(82.4 years). The CSAs with the lowest life expectancy
were Downtown/Seton Hill (65.7 years) and Poppleton/
The Terraces/Hollins Market (66.9 years).

4. C
 SAs are groups of census tracks that correspond to neighborhoods which vary in size. See Vital Signs 16
Introduction.
5. B
 irth outcome data comes from the Maryland Department of Vital Statistics. Of the 7,936 births recorded in
Baltimore City in 2017, 127 births (1.6%) were not assigned to any one part of the city.
6.Data and methodology provided by the Baltimore City Department of Health.
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Infant Mortality
The infant mortality rate measures the average number
of deaths over a 5-year period in persons under the age
of one per 1,000 live births. During 2013-2017, the infant
mortality rate was 9.3 per 1,000 live births in Baltimore
City. The CSAs with the highest infant mortality rate were

Mortality Ages 15-24
During 2013-2017, Baltimore City’s age-specific mortality
rate for persons aged 15-24 was 11.9 per 10,000 persons.
Canton experienced a mortality rate of zero for this age
group. The CSAs with the highest rates were Pimlico/
Arlington/Hilltop (35.5) and Upton/Druid Heights (26.0).

Clifton-Berea (18.0), Pimlico/Arlington/Hilltop (18.7), and
Cherry Hill (17.4). Greater Roland Park/Poplar Hill and
Mount Washington/Coldspring experienced an infant
mortality rate of zero.

Mortality Ages 25-44
During 2013-2017, Baltimore City’s age-specific mortality
rate for persons aged 25-44 was 27.2 per 10,000 persons. The
CSAs with the lowest rates were Greater Roland Park/Poplar
Hill (5.1) and Canton (5.9). The CSAs with the highest rates
were Southwest Baltimore (58.3) and Sandtown-Winchester/
Harlem Park (57.2).

Mortality Ages 1-14
During 2013-2017, Baltimore City’s age-specific mortality
rate for persons aged 1-14 was 2.5 per 10,000 persons. There
were 14 CSAs with zero deaths of persons in this age group.
The CSAs with the highest mortality rates were Downtown/
Seton Hill (20.7) and Midway/Coldstream (8.4).

Mortality Ages 45-64
During 2013-2017, Baltimore City’s age-specific mortality
rate for persons aged 45-64 was 122.3 per 10,000 persons. The
CSAs with the highest rates were Poppleton/The Terraces/
Hollins Market (215.6), Upton/Druid Heights (200.4), and
Clifton-Berea (190.3). The CSAs with the lowest rates were
Greater Roland Park/Poplar Hill (32.3), Cross-Country/
Cheswolde (48.2), and Mt. Washington/Coldspring (48.9).

Mortality by Age (1-14 Years Old), 2017

Mortality Ages 65-84
During 2013-2017, Baltimore City’s age-specific mortality
rate for persons aged 65-84 was 391.7 per 10,000 persons.
The CSAs with the highest rates were Downtown/Seton
Hill (776.3) and Claremont/Armistead (537.1). The CSAs
with the lowest rates were Cross-Country/Cheswolde
(185.0) and Greater Roland Park/Poplar Hill (189.6).

Rate per
10,000 Residents:

Mortality Ages 85+
During 2013-2017, Baltimore City’s age-specific mortality
rate for persons 85 and over was 1,311.9 per 10,000 persons.
The CSAs with the highest rates were The Waverlies (2,081.6)
and Midway/Coldstream (1,961.9). The CSAs with the lowest
rates were Cross-Country/Cheswolde (891.6), Greater
Charles Village/Barclay (1,000.0), and Midtown (1,000.0).

0.0
0.1 - 2.1
2.2 - 3.6
3.7 - 8.4
8.5 - 20.7

Social Assistance Programs7

Baltimore residents have access to several federal
programs aimed at assisting people during times of financial distress. The uptake of these programs ebbs and flows
with economic cycles, but also varies by neighborhoods
in the City. Vital Signs 17 tracks Temporary Assistance to

7. S
ource of data is the Maryland Department of Human Resources through a data sharing agreement with the
Jacob France Institute. Research has shown that administrative records yield significantly higher counts
of participation in government safety-net programs compared with survey (Census) estimates. Lynch et al
(2008) “Differences in Estimates of Public Assistance Recipiency Between Surveys and Administrative Records”
www.ubalt.edu/jfi/jfi/reports/TANFJan2008.pdf
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Needy Families (TANF), a program administered through
the Maryland Department of Human Resources.

Families Receiving TANF
Between 2016 and 2017, the percent of families in Baltimore
City who received TANF support at some point during
the year decreased from 7.9% to 6.9%. The CSAs with the
highest percentage of families receiving TANF were Clifton-Berea and Cherry Hill (17.0%) and Oldtown/Middle East
(15.8%). The CSAs with the lowest percentage included
Mount Washington/Coldspring (0.0%), Greater Roland
Park/Poplar Hill (0.2%) and Canton (0.7%).

Built Environment

A neighborhood’s built environment (buildings, streets,
stores, etc.) provide the context for human activity and can
directly or indirectly impact the ability of residents to live
healthy lives. High concentrations of establishments that
sell alcohol can have adverse effects on crime and safety. 8
Vital Signs 17 tracks the density of off-premise liquor outlets.

Liquor Outlet Density
Between 2016 and 2017, the density of off-premise liquor
outlets in Baltimore City, where alcohol can be taken out
of the establishment that sells it, declined from 1.1 to 1.0
per 1,000 persons. The highest density of liquor stores
was in Downtown/Seton Hill (5.3 per 1,000 persons) and
Highlandtown (5.1 per 1,000 persons). There were zero
off-premise liquor stores in Cross-Country/Cheswolde and
Dickeyville/Franklintown.

8. R
 achel L. Johnson Thornton, et al (2011). Zoning for
a Healthy Baltimore: A Health Impact Assessment
of the Transform Baltimore Comprehensive Zoning
Code Rewrite.
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Indicator Definitions and Rankings

For each indicator reported in Vital Signs 17, we provide the data source, the years for
which it is reported, and the five CSAs with the highest and lowest values for the indicator; these may not correspond to positive or negative trends

Birth Outcome Indicators
Teen Birth Rate

Measure of birth among young persons .
Definition: The rate of female teens aged 15-19 that gave
birth per 1,000 females aged 15-19. (MARYLAND DEPARTMENT

Percent of Babies
Born with a Satisfactory Birth Weight

Measure of babies born at a healthy weight.

OF VITAL STATISTICS, 2010, 2011, 2012, 2013, 2014, 2015,

Definition: The percentage of children born with a birth
weight of at least 5½ pounds out of all births in the area.

2016, 2017; U.S. CENSUS, 2010)

(MARYLAND DEPARTMENT OF VITAL STATISTICS 2010, 2011,

Five Highest:
1. Orangeville/East
Highlandtown
2. Morrell Park/Violetville
3. Brooklyn/Curtis
Bay/ Hawkins Point
4. Downtown/Seton Hill
5. Westport/Mount
Winans/Lakeland

Five Lowest:
1. Canton, Cross-Country
Cheswolde, Fells Point,
Greater Roland Park/
Poplar Hill, Mount
Washington/ Coldspring
2. North Baltimore/
Guilford/Homeland
3. Northwood
4. Greater Charles
Village/Barclay
5. Midtown

2012, 2013, 2014, 2015, 2016, 2017)

2. Fells Point

Five Lowest:
1. Poppleton/ The
Terraces/Hollins Market

3. Dickeyville/
Franklintown

3. Clifton-Berea

4.Cross-Country/
Cheswolde

4. P
 imlico/Arlington/
Hilltop

5. Inner Harbor
Federal Hill, Mount
Washington/Coldspring

5. Southwest Baltimore

Five Highest:
1. Canton

2. Greenmount East

Percent of Births
Where the Mother Received
Early Prenatal Care

Percent of Births
Delivered at Term

Measure of healthy pregnancies and healthy babies.

Definition: The percentage of births delivered at term
measures the percentage of births in a calendar year where
the baby is delivered between 37 and 42 weeks of gestation.

Definition: The percentage of births where the mother
received prenatal care during the first trimester of the
pregnancy in a calendar year out of all births within an
area. This information is calculated by the Vital Statistics
registration information collected from each live birth.

Measures the portion of births that are considered to be
full-term and likely to result in a healthier baby.

(MARYLAND DEPARTMENT OF VITAL STATISTICS 2010, 2011,
2012, 2013, 2014, 2015, 2016, 2017)

Five Highest:
1. C
 anton
2. Mount Washington/
Coldspring
3. Greater Charles
Village/Barclay
4. Dickeyville/
Franklintown
5. Cross-Country/
Cheswolde

Five Lowest:
1. Poppleton/The Terraces/
Hollins Market
2. Greenmount East
3. Harbor East/Little Italy
4. C
 lifton-Berea
5. Pimlico/Arlington
Hilltop

(SOURCE: MARYLAND DEPARTMENT OF VITAL STATISTICS 2010,
2011, 2012, 2013, 2014, 2015, 2016, 2017)

Five Highest:
1. Canton

Five Lowest:
1. Southwest Baltimore

2. Inner Harbor/
Federal Hill

2. Westport/Mount
Winans/Lakeland

3. North Baltimore/
Guilford/Homeland

3. Orangeville/East
Highlandtown

4. Fells Point

4. S
 outheastern

5. W
 ashington
Village/Pigtown

5. G
 len-Fallstaff
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Lead Poisoning Indicators

Life Expectancy and
Mortality Indicators

(From Vital Signs 16)
Number of Children
Tested for Elevated Blood Lead Levels

Life Expectancy at Birth

Summarizes health over the entire lifespan.

Measure of child testing for the potential of elevated blood
lead levels.

Definition: The average number of years a newborn can
expect to live, assuming he or she experiences the currently
prevailing rates of death through their lifespan. (SOURCE:

Definition: This indicator reflects the total number of children aged 0-6 who are tested for the presence of blood lead
in a calendar year. (SOURCE: MARYLAND DEPARTMENT OF THE

2009-2013, 2010-2014, 2011-2015, 2012-2016, 2013-2017, ANAL-

ENVIRONMENT, LEAD POISONING PREVENTION PROGRAM, 2010,

YSIS BY: BALTIMORE CITY HEALTH DEPARTMENT)

2011, 2012, 2013, 2014, 2015, 2016)

Five Highest:
1. Cedonia/Frankford
2. Brooklyn/Curtis
Bay/ Hawkins Point
3. B
 eechfield/Ten
Hills/West Hills
4. Southwest Baltimore
5. Northwood

VITAL STATISTICS MORTALITY DATA, 2007-2011, 2008-2012,

Five Highest:
1. Cross-Country/
Cheswolde

Five Lowest:
Six CSAs did not
report for 2017.

2. Greater Roland
Park/Poplar Hill
3.North Baltimore/
Guilford/Homeland
4.Inner Harbor/
Federal Hill

Five Lowest:
1. Downtown/Seton Hill
2. Poppleton/The
Terraces/Hollins Market
3. Southwest Baltimore
4. Greenmount East
5. Clifton-Berea, Midway/
Coldstream

5. Canton, Mount
Washington

Percent of Children with
Elevated Blood Lead Levels

Infant Mortality

Measure of high exposure to lead for young children.

Measure of death rate in persons under one year of age.

Definition: The number of children aged 0-6 that are found
to either have elevated blood lead levels (≥10Mg/dL) or
lead poisoning (≥20 Mg/dL) out of the number of children
tested within an area in a calendar year. (SOURCE: MARYLAND

Definition: The number of infant deaths (babies under one
year of age) per 1,000 live births within the area in a five year
period. This is the most stable and commonly measured
indicator of mortality in this age group. (SOURCE: VITAL

DEPARTMENT OF THE ENVIRONMENT, LEAD POISONING PREVEN-

STATISTICS MORTALITY DATA, 2007-2011, 2008-2012, 2009-

TION PROGRAM, 2010, 2011, 2012, 2013, 2014, 2015, 2016)

2013, 2010-2014, 2011-2015, 2012-2016, 2013-2017, ANALYSIS

Five Highest:
1. Greenmount East
2. Sandtown-Winchester/
Harlem Park
3. M
 idway/Coldstream
4. Madison/East End

BY: BALTIMORE CITY HEALTH DEPARTMENT)

Five Lowest:
Forty-four CSAs had
no children found to
have elevated blood
lead levels in 2016.

Five Highest:
1. Clifton-Berea
2. P
 imlico/Arlington/
Hilltop
3. Cherry Hill
4. Southern Park Heights
5. Chinquapin Park/
Belvedere, The
Waverlies
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Five Lowest:
1. Greater Roland Park/
Poplar Hill, Mount
Washington/Coldspring
2. North Baltimore/
Guilford/Homeland
3. Morrell Park/Violetville
4. Inner Harbor/
Federal Hill
5. W
 estport/Mount
Winans/Lakeland

Children and Family Health

Mortality by Age
1-14 years old

Mortality by Age
25-44 years old

Measure of death rate for persons between one and 14
years old.

Measure of death rate for persons between 25 and 44
years old.

Definition: The number of deaths of persons between the
ages of one and 14 per 10,000 persons within the area in
a five year period. (SOURCE: VITAL STATISTICS MORTALITY

Definition: The number of deaths of persons between the
ages of 25 and 44 per 10,000 persons within the area in a
five year period. (SOURCE: VITAL STATISTICS MORTALITY

DATA, 2007-2011, 2008-2012, 2009-2013, 2010-2014, 2011-

DATA, 2007-2011, 2008-2012, 2009-2013, 2010-2014, 2011-

2015, 2012-2016, 2013-2017. ANALYSIS BY: BALTIMORE CITY

2015, 2012-2016, 2013-2017. ANALYSIS BY: BALTIMORE CITY

HEALTH DEPARTMENT)

HEALTH DEPARTMENT)

Five Highest:
1. Downtown/Seton Hill
2 Midway/Coldstream
3. Greater Mondawmin

Five Lowest:
Fourteen CSAs
reported zero deaths
for this age in 2016.

4 .Westport/Mount
Winans/Lakeland

Five Highest:
1. Southwest Baltimore
2. S
 andtown-Winchester/
Harlem Park

Five Lowest:
1. Greater Roland
Park/Poplar Hill
2. Canton

3. Greater Rosemont

3. South Baltimore

4. Greenmount East

4. Inner Harbor/
Federal Hill

5. A llendale/
Irvington/S. Hilton

5. M
 idway/Coldstream

Mortality by Age
15-24 years old

Mortality by Age
45-64 years old

5. Fells Point

Measure of death rate for persons between 15 and 24
years old.

Measure of death rate for persons between 45 and 64
years old.

Definition: The number of deaths of persons between the
ages of 15 and 24 per 10,000 persons within the area in a
five year period. (SOURCE: VITAL STATISTICS MORTALITY DATA,

Definition: The number of deaths of persons between the
ages of 45 and 64 per 10,000 persons within the area in a
five year period. (SOURCE: VITAL STATISTICS MORTALITY

2007-2011, 2008-2012, 2009-2013, 2010-2014, 2011-2015, 2012-2016,

DATA, 2007-2011, 2008-2012, 2009-2013, 2010-2014, 2011-

2013-2017. ANALYSIS BY: BALTIMORE CITY HEALTH DEPARTMENT)

2015, 2012-2016, 2013-2017. ANALYSIS BY: BALTIMORE CITY
HEALTH DEPARTMENT)

Five Highest:
1. P
 imlico/Arlington/
Hilltop

Five Lowest:
1. Canton

2. Upton/Druid Heights

2. North Baltimore/
Guilford/Homeland

3. Midway/Coldstream

3. Highlandtown

4. Dorchester/Ashburton

4. M
 idtown

5. Forest Park/Walbrook

5.Greater Charles
Village/Barclay

Five Highest:
1. Poppleton/The Terraces/
Hollins Market

Five Lowest:
1. Greater Roland
Park/Poplar Hill

2. Upton/Druid Heights

2. Cross-Country/
Cheswolde

3. Clifton-Berea
4. Southwest Baltimore
5. Greenmount East

3. Mount Washington/
Coldspring
4. North Baltimore/
Guilford/Homeland
5. Inner Harbor/
Federal Hill
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Mortality by Age
65-84 years old

Social Assistance Indicators

Measure of death rate for persons between 65 and 84
years old.
Definition: The number of deaths of persons between the
ages of 65 and 84 per 10,000 persons within the area in a
five year period. (SOURCE: VITAL STATISTICS MORTALITY
DATA, 2007-2011, 2008-2012, 2009-2013, 2010-2014, 20112015, 2012-2016, 2013-2017. ANALYSIS BY: BALTIMORE CITY
HEALTH DEPARTMENT)

Five Highest:
1. Downtown/Seton Hill
2. Claremont/Armistead
3. B
 rooklyn/Curtis
Bay/ Hawkins Point

2. Greater Roland
Park/Poplar Hill

4. Washington
Village/Pigtown

3. North Baltimore/
Guilford/Homeland

5. Cherry Hill

4. Mount Washington/
Coldspring

Measure of uptake of federal cash assistance.
Definition: Temporary Assistance for Needy Families
(TANF) is a federal assistance program. TANF provides
temporary financial assistance while aiming to get people
off of that assistance, primarily through employment.
(SOURCE: MARYLAND DEPARTMENT OF HUMAN RESOURCES, 2011,

Five Lowest:
1. Cross-Country/
Cheswolde

Percentage of Families
Receiving TANF

2012, 2013, 2014, 2015, 2016, 2017. U.S. CENSUS, 2010)

Five Highest:
1. Cherry Hill
2. C
 lifton-Berea
3. Oldtown/Middle East
4. Sandtown-Winchester/
Harlem Park
5. P
 oppleton/The
Terraces/Hollins Market

5. Glen-Fallstaff

Definition: The number of deaths of persons 85 years and
older per 10,000 persons within the area in a five year
period. (SOURCE: VITAL STATISTICS MORTALITY DATA, 20072011, 2008-2012, 2009-2013, 2010-2014, 2011-2015, 20122016, 2013-2017. ANALYSIS BY: BALTIMORE CITY HEALTH
DEPARTMENT)

Five Highest:

Five Lowest:

1. The Waverlies

1. Cross-Country/
Cheswolde

2. Midway/Coldstream
3. Mount Washington/
Coldspring
4. Belair-Edison
5. Beechfield/Ten
Hills/West Hills

2. Greater Charles
Village/Barclay
3. Midtown

2. Greater Roland
Park/Poplar Hill
3. Canton
4. South Baltimore
5 . N
 orth Baltimore/
Guilford/Homeland

Built Environment
and Food Security

Mortality by Age
85 and Over

Measure of death rate for persons between 85 years old
and above.

Five Lowest:
1. Mount Washington/
Coldspring

Liquor Outlet Density

Measures the concentration of access to off-premise liquor.
Definition: This indicator reflects the number of business
establishments that possess a Class A (Off Sale package
goods no on-premises consumption - 6 days, 6:00 a.m.Midnight. No Sunday sales except Sundays between
Thanksgiving Day and New Year’s Day upon issuance of
a special license for each Sunday) or BD7 (tavern) business
license that allows them to sell beer, wine, or liquor. Other
liquor licenses to restaurants or on-premise consumption
were not included in this analysis. This number is provided
by 1,000 residents to allow for comparison across neighborhoods. (SOURCE: BALTIMORE CITY LIQUOR BOARD 2011, 2012,
2013, 2014, 2015, 2016, 2017. U.S. CENSUS 2010)

4. M
 edfield/Hampden/
Woodberry/Remington
5. Morrell Park/Violetville

Five Highest:
1. Downtown/Seton Hill
2. H
 ighlandtown
3. Fells Point
4. Canton
5. South Baltimore

Five Lowest:
1. Cross-Country/
Cheswolde, Dickeyville/
Franklintown
2. Northwood
3. Beechfield/Ten
Hills/West Hills
4. Greater Mondawmin
5. Cherry Hill
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Average Healthy Food Availability Index
(from Vital Signs 15)

Fast Food Outlet Density
(From Vital Signs 13)

Measures the concentration of prepared foods (ready-made,
to-go meals and snacks) locations.
Definition: The Johns Hopkins Center for a Livable Future
(CLF) obtained the food permit list from the Baltimore City
Health Department in August 2011, which includes all sites
that sell food, such as stores, restaurants, and temporary
locations such as farmers’ market stands and street carts.
The restaurants were grouped into three categories, including full service restaurants, fast food chains, and carryouts.
Carryout and fast food chain restaurants were extracted
from the restaurant layer and spatially joined with the 2010
Community Statistical Area (CSA) data layer, provided by
BNIA-JFI. The prepared foods density, per 1,000 people,
was calculated for each CSA using the CSA’s population
and the total number of carryout and fast food restaurants,
including vendors selling prepared foods in public markets.
(SOURCE: BALTIMORE CITY HEALTH DEPARTMENT, 2011, 2013
ANALYSIS BY: JOHNS HOPKINS CENTER FOR A LIVABLE FUTURE)

Five Highest:
1. Downtown/Seton Hill
2. Madison/East End
3. Inner Harbor/
Federal Hill
4. Oldtown/Middle East
5. Harbor East/Little Italy

Five Lowest:
1. Cross-Country/
Cheswolde
2. Dickeyville/
Franklintown
3. Edmondson Village
4. Loch Raven
5. Forest Park/Walbrook

The Baltimore City Healthy Food Availability Index
(HFAI) is a quantitative depiction of the availability of
healthy and whole food in supermarkets, small groceries
& corner stores, convenience stores, and other stores that
sell food.
Definition: The Johns Hopkins Center for a Livable Future
(CLF) calculated HFAI scores for all food stores in Baltimore, in summer 2012, using an adapted version of the
NEMS-S (Nutrition Environment Measures Survey in
Stores) tool. The NEMS-S tool was developed by researchers at the Rollins School of Public Health at Emory University to measure the nutritional environment of food retail
stores and was designed to assess healthy food availability
in grocery and convenience stores. CLF obtained a food
permit list from the Baltimore City Health Department in
August 2011, which includes all sites that sell food, such
as stores, restaurants, and temporary locations such as
farmers’ market stands and street carts. HFAI scores range
from zero to 28.5, with higher scores indicating more availability of healthy and whole food in a food store (SOURCE:
BALTIMORE CITY HEALTH DEPARTMENT, 2011, 2014, ANALYSIS BY: JOHNS HOPKINS CENTER FOR A LIVABLE FUTURE
(CLF) 2012, 2015)

Five Highest:
1. Mt. Washington/
Coldspring

Five Lowest:
1. Cross-Country/
Cheswolde

2. C
 anton

2.Dickeyville/
Franklintown

3. South Baltimore
4. Highlandtown
5. S
 outheastern
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3. Claremont/Armistead
4. Edmondson Village
5. Greater Rosemont
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Crime and Safety
In September 2017, the Mayor’s Violence Reduction Initiative (VRI) was implemented
in eight target areas in Baltimore City.1 A large component of the VRI has been data
tracking and analysis to provide monitoring on key community measures of safety,
cleanliness, community engagement, and the effectiveness of city agencies and their
programming in the target areas. Preliminary analyses of the VRI zones by the City
have indicated some reductions of homicides and non-fatal shootings however it is
important to recognize the need for citywide cooperation and coordination to ensure
all communities are healthy environments for residents to thrive.
The indicators presented in Vital Signs 17 detail the overall
crime and safety trends within the city and the variation
across its communities. It is important to recognize the
context for many of the statistics presented in this chapter;
the individual narratives of Baltimore’s communities vary
and each area faces its own unique challenges or successes.
The resiliency of each community is dependent on ability to adapt to changes in the community, new policies in
policing, and collaboration around shared goals for safety
and improved quality of life.
Now more than ever, having access to reliable, consistent
data is crucial for accountability, community goal setting,
and measuring progress towards a city that is safe and just.
Baltimore City’s Open Baltimore data portal 2 now includes
frequently updated datasets from the Baltimore Police
Department, including 911 calls for service, adult arrests,
and crime incidents which are included in the national
Uniform Crime Report3 cooperative statistical reporting.
These datasets are used in Vital Signs 17 to create several
indicators on general crime and safety, arrests, specific
reported incidents, and has developed a new indicator on
street lighting, focusing on its role in overall neighborhood
safety and victimization.

General Crime

Four indicators are tracked in Vital Signs 17 reflecting
general crime and safety measures: Part I crime rate, Incidents of crime reported in Part I of the UCR are considered
the more serious criminal offenses. These offenses are

Locations of Violence Reduction
Initative (VRI) Zones & Violent Crime Rate, 2017

Rate per
1,000 Residents:

2.8 - 9.0
9.1 - 16.5
16.6 - 26.1
26.2 - 41.1
41.2 - 81.0

Initial 2017 VRI Zones

1.

Mayor's Violence Imitative, https://moss-citistatsmart.baltimorecity.gov/mayors-violence-reduction-initiative.

2.

Baltimore City Open data Portal https://data.baltimorecity.gov.

3.

Uniform Crime Reporting https:ucr.fbi.gov
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categorized as either violent crimes (homicide, rape, aggravated assault, and robbery) or property crimes (burglary,
larceny, and auto theft). The violent and property crime
rates are derived from these two categories. The indicator
for homicides that were committed with a firearm looks at
one specific offense within the Part I dataset.

Rate of Gun Homicides, 2017

Part 1 Offenses
Between 2016 and 2017, the Part I crime rate in Baltimore
City increased from 63.0 offenses per 1,000 residents to
67.0 offenses per 1,000 residents. From 2016 to 2017, 22 of
the 55 CSAs 5 experienced a decrease in the Part I crime
rate. The greatest increases in offenses per 1,000 residents occurred in Madison/East End (+32.1), Edmondson
Village (+19.0), and Brookyln/Curtis Bay (+18.1). Despite
the citywide trend, the Part I crime rate decreased most
significantly in Downtown/Seton Hill (-28.2), Washington
Village/Pigtown (-14.5), and Harbor East/Little Italy (-14.2).
Violent Offenses
The subset of Part I crimes that makeup the violent
crime rate increased, from 17.6 violent offenses per
1,000 residents in 2016 to 20.1 per 1,000 persons in 2017.
In 2017, Downtown/Seton Hill (80.1 incidents per 1,000),
Harbor East/Little Italy (41.0), Orangeville/East Highlandtown (39.1) and Washington Village/ Pigtown (37.8)
had the highest rates of violent crime. In 2017, the communities with the lowest rates of violent crime were concentrated in northern Baltimore City, in Cross-Country/
Cheswolde (2.8), Greater Roland Park/Poplar Hill (3.8),
and North Baltimore/Guilford/Homeland (5.6).
Gun Homicides
Baltimore City experienced 342 homicides in 2017, an
increase from the 318 reported in 2015. In 2017, 80%, or
275 of the total deaths were a result of a shooting. Areas
with the highest rates of gun homicides in 2017 included Greenmount East (2.0 incidents per 1,000 residents),
Pimlico/Arlington/Hilltop (1.5), Southwest Baltimore
(1.3), and Upton/Druid Heights (1.2). Two communities
with the highest rates in 2017 doubled their gun homicide rates from 2016 to 2017: Greenmount East and Pimlico/Arlington/Hilltop.
Property Crime
The property crime rate citywide increased from 44.5
to 45.8 incidents per 1,000 between 2015 and 2016. The
Data Key
Green colored text denotes a positive change.
Red colored text denotes a negative change.
Blue colored text denotes a neutral change.

Rate per
1,000 Residents:

No gun homicides
0.1 - 0.4
0.5 - 0.7
0.8 - 1.1
1.2- 2.0

communities with the highest rates of property crime
incidents per 1,000 residents were Downtown/Seton Hill
(185.4), Washington Village/Pigtown (91.8), Madison/
East End (89.3), and Patterson Park North % East (83.4).
Some CSAs experienced increases in their property
crime rate, such as Madison/East End (+31.4), Patterson
Park North & East (+15.7) and Edmondson Village (+14.7)
from 2016 to 2017, however the most notable property
crime decrease was in Harbor East/Little Italy (-15.5).

Arrests (from Vital Signs 16)

The relationship between incidents of crime and arrests
in a neighborhood is often complicated—not all crime
incidents lead to a direct and immediate arrest; one person
may be arrested for more than one crime; and, not all
arrests lead to charges being filed by the State’s Attorney. Furthermore, arrest data only reflects the locations of
arrests, not necessarily the location of the crime.
The rate of adults arrested per 1,000 adult residents aged
18 and above provides information about where police
action is occurring. This data from the Baltimore City
Police Department reflects all adults who were arrested
and processed through the Central Booking and Intake
facility. Continuing the trend started in 2015 following the
civic unrest, the year 2016 saw continued low arrest rates
for most of the communities in Baltimore.
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From 2015 to 2016 the adult arrest rate declined from 30.9
to 20.5 arrests per 1,000 adults. The CSAs with the highest
arrest rates were Downtown/Seton Hill (95.7 arrests per
1,000), Washington Village/Pigtown (60.0), Upton/Druid
Heights (57.8), and Southwest Baltimore (56.0).
The lowest arrest rates in 2016 were seen in the northern
region of Baltimore, in Cross-Country/Cheswolde (0.5),
Mount Washington/Coldspring (1.6), and Greater Roland
Park/Poplar Hill (2.0), in addition to Canton and South
Baltimore.

Juvenile Arrests (from Vital Signs 15)

The juvenile arrest rate in Baltimore City decreased citywide from 2014 to 2015. Vital Signs 15 includes three indicators related to juvenile crime: juvenile arrest rate, juvenile
arrest rate for violent offenses, and juvenile arrest rate for
drug-related offenses. Each of these indicators is normalized by the number of persons living in the community
between the ages of 10 and 17.
Arrests are analyzed for the purposes of this report, rather
than crimes committed, because not all juveniles arrested
are charged with committing a crime; these indicators also
exclude offenders who are later charged as adults. Furthermore, the indicators are calculated by the place of arrest,
not by where the crime had been committed. As the rates
show, many CSAs near the city center, such as Downtown/
Seton Hill, Midtown, Inner Harbor/Federal Hill, and Fells
Point have low residential juvenile populations, suggesting that rates may be skewed by youth arrests at various
points of interest where juveniles may congregate, such as
businesses, parks, transit hubs, and so on. Juvenile arrest
for drugs are the exception; the highest rates for this indicator in 2015 are away from the city center.

Juvenile Arrest Rate
In 2015, the overall juvenile arrest rate in Baltimore City
was 32.7 arrests per 1,000 juveniles. The CSAs with the
highest rates include Downtown/Seton Hill (450 arrests
per 1,000), Inner Harbor/Federal Hill (186.0), Midtown
(117.5), and Highlandtown (91.7).
Juvenile Violent Offenses
Juvenile violent offenses include arrests for murder, rape,
attempted rape, aggravated assault, and robbery. In
regards to arrests for violent offenses, the city rate was
8.5 arrests per 1,000 youth for Baltimore City. The CSAs
with the highest arrest rates include Downtown/Seton
Hill (122.2 arrests per 1,000 juveniles), Midtown (60.4),
Fells Point (54.9), and Inner Harbor/Federal Hill (28.9).
Three CSAs in 2015 had zero juvenile arrests for violent

offenses: Canton, Cross-Country/Cheswolde, and Dickeyville/Franklintown.

Juvenile Drug Related Arrest
For drug-related arrests, Baltimore City had an arrest rate
of 4.7 per 1,000 youth. Drug-related offenses include arrests
for possession, sale, manufacture, or abuse of illegal drugs.
Alcohol is also included for this indicator it is illegal for
juveniles to possess or consume alcohol. A total of thirteen CSAs had zero juvenile arrest for drugs in 2015. The
communities that had the highest rates included Highlandtown (30.6 arrests per 1,000 juveniles), Southwest
Baltimore (29.7), Washington Village/Pigtown (17.9), and
Pimlico/Arlington/Hilltop (17.0). The latter three communities also had the highest rates of calls for service to 911
for narcotics in 2015.

Specific Crime Reports and Accidents

In order to address residents’ concerns about safety and
quality of life, Vital Signs 17 includes four indicators developed using calls for service to the Baltimore City Police
Department. Calls for service are both calls from persons
using 911 and calls initiated by police officers who are
on duty. These indicators include reported shootings,
common assaults, reports of narcotics, and automotive
accidents. Each of these indicators is presented per 1,000
residents allowing for comparison across each of the CSAs.

Shootings
In 2017, there were 3.5 calls to 911 for shootings per 1,000
residents in Baltimore City. This is an increase from 3.1 per
1,000 in 2016. The CSAs with the highest rates of shootings were Southwest Baltimore (11.2), Downtown/Seton
Hill (11.0), Greenmount East (10.1), and Pimlico/Arlington/
Hilltop (9.4), communities that also had the City’s highest
rates of gun homicides. There were however three communities had zero 911 calls for shootings:, Cross-Country/
Cheswolde, Greater Roland Park/Poplar Hill, and South
Baltimore.
From 2016 to 2017 over half of the CSAs experienced
an increase in the number of shooting calls, however
decreases did occur in communities such as Oldtown/
Middle East (-2.9), Madison/East End (-2.1), and Washington Village/Pigtown (-0.9) in addition to Downtown/
Seton Hill (-0.6) which had the second highest call rates
in the City.

Common Assaults
The Baltimore City rate of 911 calls for common assaults in
2017 was 75.4 per 1,000 residents, a slight decrease 76.0 the
previous year. Although Downtown/Seton Hill continued
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to have the highest rate of common assault calls for service
at 381.0 per 1,000 residents, it was a drop from 408.5 in
2016. The CSAs with the lowest rates were concentrated in
the outer edges of the city, including Greater Roland Park/
Poplar Hill, Cross-Country/Cheswolde, North Baltimore/
Guilford/Homeland, Mt. Washington/Coldspring, and
South Baltimore.
Aside from Downtown/Seton Hill, several other CSAs
experienced notable decreases in their calls for service for
common assaults from 2016 to 2017, including Highlandtown (-19.7), Midway/Coldstream (-13.9), and Harbor East/
Little Italy (-12.). Increases in calls occurred in Greater
Mondawmin (+18.1), Allendale/Irvington/S. Hilton (+16.6),
and Dickeyville/Franklintown (+12.7).

Narcotics
In 2017, Baltimore City’s rate of 911 calls for narcotics was
90.3 calls per 1,000 residents, or 56,157 total calls, a noticeable increase of 14.4 points from 2016. The top four CSAs
for narcotics calls all had rates three times higher than
the city rate: Southwest Baltimore (423.5 calls per 1,000
residents), Upton/Druid Heights (422.0), Pimlico/Arlington/Hilltop (354.5), and Sandtown-Winchester/Harlem
Park (308.8). All four Communities are located in West
Baltimore.
Some communities had notable decreases in the number
of calls for service for narcotics from 2016 to 2017, including
Washington Village/Pigtown (-257.9), which decreased
its rate of calls by 50%, and also Highlandtown (-54.1), and
Greenmount East (-40.6). Communities that increased their
911 calls include Southwest Baltimore (+131.1), Dorchester/
Ashburton (+82.4), Madison/East End (+79.2), and Pimlico/
Arlington/Hilltop (+62.9).

Auto Accidents
With any examination of the number of motor vehicle
accident calls for service per 1,000 residents it is important to note that not every accident is reported to the Police
Department and therefore is not included in the calls for

high speed roads such as highways and interstates often
have higher reported numbers of calls . In 2017, the rate
of automobile accident calls for service was 90 .8 per
1,000 residents in Baltimore City . The CSAs with the
highest rates include Downtown/Seton Hill (513 .5 per
1,000 residents), Washington Village (247 .1), Orangeville/
East Highlandtown (237 .8), and Southeastern (195 .2) . The
lowest rates mostly occurred in CSAs that border the Baltimore City and Baltimore County line, with Cross-Country/Cheswolde reporting the lowest rate of automobile
accidents: 18 .0 per 1,000 residents

Personal Safety: Rate of Street Light Outages
In Vital Signs 16, the rate of calls to CitiStat 311 to report
street light outages was introduced. This indicator was
developed to identify areas in Baltimore’s Communities
that may have high and persistent issues with public lighting areas that are darker may have increased levels of
victimization as the darkness can provide a cover for a
variety of property and violent offenses.
In 2017, Baltimore City’s rate of street light outages was
30.6 reports per 1,000 residents, an increase from 21.4 in
2016. The communities with the highest rates of reports
calls per 1,000 residents include Harbor East/Little Italy
(58.4), Poppleton/The Terraces/Hollins Market (51.1),
Downtown/Seton Hill (46.7), and Southwest Baltimore
(46.4). These communities are also home to many businesses, a research park, and other community amenities
so higher rates may be due to employees and students
calling in requests, in addition to residents.
The lowest rates of outage reports come from lower density,
more predominantly residential neighborhoods: Cherry
Hill (4.6 reports per 1,000 residents), Dickeyville/Franklintown (13.2), and Southern Park Heights (17.5).
From 2016 to 2017, Harbor East/Little Italy (+36.8), Morrell
Park/Violetville (+23.1), Penn North/Reservoir Hill (+22.4),
and Southwest Baltimore (+21.9) experienced the largest
increase in the number of calls for service.
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Crime and Safety

Indicator Definitions and Rankings
For each indicator reported in Vital Signs 17, we provide the data source, the
years for which it is reported, and the five CSAs with the highest and lowest
values for the indicator; these may not correspond to positive or negative trends.

Crime and Safety
Crime Rate

Violent Crime Rate

Measures the overall rate of Part I crimes in an area.
Definition: The Part I crime rate captures incidents of homicide, rape, aggravated assault, robbery, burglary, larceny,
and auto theft that are reported to the Police Department
These incidents are per 1,000 residents in the neighborhood to allow for comparison across areas. (SOURCE: BALTI-

Measures the rate of violent crimes, a subset of all Part I
crimes, in an area.

MORE CITY POLICE DEPARTMENT, 2010, 2011, 2012, 2013,

Definition: The violent crime rate measures the number of
Part I crimes identified as being violent (homicide, rape,
aggravated assault, and robbery) that are reported to the
Police Department. These incidents are per 1,000 residents
in the neighborhood to allow for comparison across areas

2014, 2015, 2016, 2017; U.S. CENSUS, 2010)

(SOURCE: BALTIMORE CITY POLICE DEPARTMENT, 2010, 2011,

Five Highest:

Five Lowest:

1. Downtown/Seton Hill

1. Cross-County/
Cheswolde

2. Washington
Village/Pigtown
3. Madison/East End
4. Orangeville/East
Highlandtown
5. Harbor East/Little Italy

2. Greater Roland
Park/Poplar Hill

2012, 2013, 2014, 2015, 2016, 2017; U.S. CENSUS, 2010)

Five Highest:

Five Lowest:

1. Downtown/Seton Hill

1. Cross-Country/
Cheswolde

2. Harbor East/Little Italy

3. South Baltimore

3. Orangeville/East
Highlandtown

4. North Baltimore/
Guilford/Homeland

4. Oldtown/Middle East

5. Dickeyville/
Franklintown

5. W
 ashington
Village/Pigtown
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2. Greater Roland
Park/Poplar Hill
3. North Baltimore/
Guilford/Homeland
4. South Baltimore
5. Lauraville

Crime and Safety

Property Crime Rate

Arrests

Measures the rate of personal property crimes, a subset of
all Part I crimes, in an area.
Definition: The property crime rate measures the number of
Part 1 crimes identified as being property-based (burglary
and auto theft) that are reported to the Police Department.
These incidents are per 1,000 residents in the neighborhood
to allow for comparison across areas. (SOURCE: BALTIMORE
CITY POLICE DEPARTMENT, 2011, 2012, 2013, 2014, 2015,
2016, 2017; U.S. CENSUS, 2010)

Five Highest:

Five Lowest:

1. Downtown/Seton Hill

1. Cross-Country/
Cheswolde

2. Washington
Village/Pigtown
3. Madison/East End
4. Patterson Park
North & East
5. Orangeville/East
Highlandtown

(From Vital Signs 16)
Rate of Adult Arrests

Measures the rate of arrests for adults in an area.
Definition: The rate of arrests for adults aged 18+ per 1,000
adult residents in an area. This indicator is calculated by
where an individual was arrested and not by where the
crime was committed. This indicator includes arrests for
all charges processed at Baltimore’s Central Booking &
Intake Facility. (SOURCE: BALTIMORE CITY POLICE DEPARTMENT, 2014, 2015, 2016; U.S., CENSUS, 2010)

2. South Baltimore

Five Highest:

Five Lowest:

3. Greater Roland
Park/Poplar Hill

1. Downtown/Seton Hill

1. Cross-Country/
Cheswolde

2. W
 ashington
Village/Pigtown

4. Dickeyville/
Franklintown

3. Upton/Druid Heights

5. North Baltimore/
Guilford/Homeland

4. Southwest Baltimore
5. C
 lifton-Berea

2. Mount Washington/
Coldspring
3. Greater Roland
Park/Poplar Hill
4. C
 anton
5. South Baltimore

Rate of Gun-Related Homicides

Measures the gun-related homicides in an area.

Juvenile Crime

Definition: The rate of homicides by firearm as reported
in the Part 1 crime data per 1,000 residents in an area.

(From Vital Signs 15)

(SOURCE: BALTIMORE CITY POLICE DEPARTMENT, 2011, 2012,
2013, 2014, 2015, 2016, 2017; U.S. CENSUS, 2010)

Five Highest:
1. Greenmount East
2.Pimlico/Arlington/
Hilltop

Juvenile Arrest Rate

Measures the rate of arrests for juveniles in an area.

Five Lowest:

Definition: The number of persons aged 10 to 17 arrested
per 1,000 juveniles that live in an area. This indicator is
calculated by where the arrested juvenile was arrested
and not by where the crime is committed. Arrests are used
instead of crimes committed since not all juveniles that are
arrested are charged with committing a crime. This indicator also excludes offenders who are later charged as adults
for their crime(s). (SOURCE: BALTIMORE CITY POLICE DEPART-

 ight CSAs reported no
E
gun-related homicides.

3. Southwest Baltimore
4. Upton/Druid Heights
5. Midway/Coldstream

MENT, 2011, 2012, 2013, 2014, 2015; U.S. CENSUS, 2010)

Five Highest:
1. Downtown/Seton Hill
2. Inner Harbor/
Federal Hill
3. Midtown
4. Highlandtown
5. Greater Charles
Village/Barclay
—7—

Five Lowest:
1. Cross-Country/
Cheswolde
2. Dickeyville/
Franklintown
3. Beechfield/Ten
Hills/West Hills
4. Forest Park/Walbrook
5. Edmondson Village

Crime and Safety

Juvenile Arrest Rate for
Drug-Related Offenses

Specific Crime Reports
and Accidents

Measures the juvenile arrest rates for drug-related offenses
in an area.

Definition: The number of persons aged 10 to 17 for drug-relasted offenses per 1,000 juveniles that live in an area.
Drug-related offenses include arrests for possession, sale,
manufacture, or abuse of illegal drugs, including alcohol.
This indicator is calculated by where the arrested juvenile
was arrested and not by where the crime is committed.
Arrests are used instead of crimes committed since not all
juveniles that are arrested are charged with committing a
crime. This indicator also excludes offenders who are later
charged as adults for their crime(s). (SOURCE: BALTIMORE

Rate of Shootings Calls

Measure of non-fatal shootings in an area.
Definition: The rate of 911 calls for shootings per 1,000 residents in an area. Since the data comes from 911 calls, it is
possible that multiple calls could be made for a single incident. (SOURCE: BALTIMORE CITY POLICE DEPARTMENT, 2011,
2012, 2013, 2014, 2015, 2016, 2017; U.S. CENSUS, 2010)

Five Highest:

Five Lowest:

CITY POLICE DEPARTMENT, 2011, 2012, 2013, 2014, 2015;

1. Southwest Baltimore

U.S. CENSUS, 2010

2. Downtown/Seton Hill

Five Highest:

Five Lowest:

3. Greenmount East

1. Cross-Country/
Cheswolde, Greater
Roland Park/Poplar
Hill, South Baltimore

1. H
 ighlandtown

Thirteen CSAs did not
have any juvenile arrests
for drug-related offenses.

4. Pimlico/Arlington/
Hilltop

2. M
 edfield/Hampden/
Woodberry/Remington

5. Upton/Druid Heights

3. Beechfield/Ten
Hills/West Hills

2. Southwest Baltimore
3. W
 ashington
Village/ Pigtown

4. Canton

4. Pimlico/Arlington/
Hilltop

5. Inner Harbor/
Federal Hill

5. Downtown/Seton Hill

Rate of Common Assault Calls

Juvenile Arrest Rate for Violent Offenses

Measure of juveniles arrests for violent offenses in an area.

Measure of common assault calls for service in an area.

Definition: The number of persons aged 10 to 17 arrested
for violent offenses per 1,000 juveniles that live in an area.
Violent offenses may include homicide, rape, assault (with
or without a weapon), and robbery. This indicator is calculated by where the arrested juvenile was arrested and not by
where the crime is committed. Arrests are used instead of
crimes committed since not all juveniles that are arrested
are charged with committing a crime. This indicator also
excludes offenders who are later charged as adults for their
crime(s). (SOURCE: BALTIMORE CITY POLICE DEPARTMENT,

Definition: The rate of calls for assaults that do not involve
a weapon per 1,000 residents in an area. Since the data
comes from 911 calls, it is possible that multiple calls could
be made for a single incident. (SOURCE: BALTIMORE CITY
POLICE DEPARTMENT, 2011, 2012, 2013, 2014, 2015, 2016,
2017; U.S., CENSUS, 2010)

Five Highest:

Five Lowest:

1. Downtown/Seton Hill

1. Greater Roland
Park/Poplar Hill

2011, 2012, 2013, 2014, 2015; U.S. CENSUS, 2010)

2. W
 ashington
Village/Pigtown

Five Highest:
1. . Downtown/Seton Hill

Five Lowest:
1. Canton

3. Brooklyn/Curtis
Bay/ Hawkins Point

2. M
 idtown

2. Cross-Country/
Cheswolde

4. Oldtown/Middle East

3. Fells Point
4. Inner Harbor/
Federal Hill
5. Patterson Park
North & East

3. Hamilton

5. Southwest Baltimore

4. B
 eechfield/Ten
Hills/West Hills

2. Cross-Country/
Cheswolde
3. North Baltimore/
Guilford/Homeland
4. Mount Washington/
Coldspring
5. South Baltimore

5. C
 laremont/Armistead
Edmondson Village
Loch Raven
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Crime and Safety

Rate of Narcotics-Related Calls

Personal Safety

Measures drug-related activity in an area.

Definition: The rate of calls for narcotics per 1,000 residents in an area. Since the data comes from 911 calls, it is
possible that multiple calls could be made for a single incident. (SOURCE: BALTIMORE CITY POLICE DEPARTMENT, 2011,
2012, 2013, 2014, 2015, 2016; U.S. CENSUS, 2010)

Five Highest:
1. Southwest Baltimore
2. Upton/Druid Heights
3. P
 imlico/Arlington/
Hilltop
4. Sandtown-Winchester/
Harlem Park
5. Madison/East End

Rate of 311 Calls for Street Light Outages
per 1,000 Residents

Measure of neighborhood lighting.

Definition: The rate of service requests for street light
outages through Baltimore's 311 system per 1,000 residents.
More than one service request may be made for the same
issue but is logged as a unique request. (SOURCE: BALTIMORE

Five Lowest:
1. Cross-Country/
Cheswolde

CITY CITISTAT, 2016, 2017; U.S. CENSUS, 2010)

2. Greater Roland
Park/Poplar Hill
3. C
 anton
4. Mount Washington/
Coldspring
5. South Baltimore

Rate of Motor Vehicle Accident Calls

Five Highest:

Five Lowest:

1. Harbor East/Little Italy

1. Cherry Hill

2. P
 oppleton/The
Terraces/Hollins Market

2. Dickeyville/
Franklintown

3. Downtown/Seton Hill

3. Southern Park Heights

4. Southwest Baltimore

4. Patterson Park
North & East

5. Greater Mondawmin

Measure of auto-accidents in an area.

Definition: The rate of calls for accidents involving motor
vehicles per 1,000 residents in an area. Since the data
comes from 911 calls, it is possible that multiple calls could
be made for a single incident. Additionally, not every accident involving a motor vehicle is reported to the Police
Department. (SOURCE: BALTIMORE CITY POLICE DEPARTMENT, 2011, 2012, 2013, 2014, 2015, 2016, 2017; U.S.,
CENSUS, 2010)

Five Highest:

Five Lowest:

1. Downtown/Seton Hill

1. Cross-Country/
Cheswolde

2. Washington
Village/ Pigtown
3. Orangeville/East
Highlandtown
4. Southeastern
5. Oldtown/Middle East

2. Harford/Echodale
3. Greater Govans
4. Cherry Hill
5. North Baltimore/
Guilford/Homeland
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5. Howard Park/
West Arlington
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Workforce and Economic Development
As the economic center of the metropolitan region, Baltimore City’s economy is largely
driven by maritime and port-related industries as well as medical and educational institutions.1 However, new industries, such as an Amazon fulfillment center have started
to move into Baltimore as well, due to the close proximity to major markets along the
East Coast of the United States.
Baltimore City has also experienced a resurgence in its
manufacturing sectors in recent years. Despite losing over
three-quarters of its manufacturing jobs between 1950 and
1995, small, light manufacturers and other creative companies are growing. Among the growing number of small
manufacturers were many newly established enterprises
and those identifying as small batch produces, using the
terms artisans, makers, or designers. The rise of co-working spaces throughout the city as well as training and
educational programs have supported the growth of these
operation. 2
There are additional locally-based efforts to help small
businesses succeed in the city. Made in Baltimore, now run
by the Baltimore Development Corporation, supports local
makers and manufacturers though a local-brand certification program, promotion and marketing events (including
a retail store), and business development services. 3 These
initiatives help to create diverse communities that are rich
in economic opportunity all across the city.
Several of the City’s anchor institutions have made
commitments to procuring and hiring locally. Johns
Hopkins University, including Johns Hopkins Health Care
System, is one of the largest private employer in Baltimore
and has two initiatives, BLocal and HopkinsLocal. During
the first year of these programs, Hopkins, along with other
program partners, increased spending by over $15 million
with Baltimore-based businesses for goods and services
and hired over 770 new employees from Baltimore City
neighborhoods. 4,5

becoming an important consideration for businesses. Capital (money) provides start-up and/or growth funds while
access to the internet is critical for both communications
and a skilled labor force. Based on new indicators regarding small business investment and access to the internet
in Vital Signs 17, the disparities that exist in neighborhoods
can now be tracked along with other indicators of workforce and economic development.

Data

For Vital Signs 17, eighteen workforce and economic development indicators are tracked for Community Statistical
Areas (CSAs). 6 and which measure the City’s progress
towards sustainable economic development. These indicators highlight the important role of Baltimore as both a
major source of labor and as a center of economic activity.
Indicators are grouped into the following categories: labor
force participation and employment; educational attainment; commercial investment activity; business size and
age; neighborhood businesses; and regional dynamics.
These indicators provide fundamental data on the City’s
economic assets and that can be incorporated into datadriven decision making processes.

For these initiatives to thrive in all neighborhoods, however,
access to capital and digital resources is increasingly

Data for Vital Signs 17 Workforce and Economic Development Indicators come from the 2013–2017 American
Community Survey (ACS), InfoUSA, the Baltimore City
Department of Housing and Community Development,
and the Johns Hopkins University 21st Century City Initiative. When possible, indicators are created by normalizing
data by the number of residents or commercial properties
to establish rates that allow for comparison across neighborhoods and over time.

1. Baltimore City Comprehensive Economic Development Strategy http://baltimoredevelopment.com/resources/ceds/
2. U
rban Manufacturing Alliance (2018) The State of Urban Manufacturing: Baltimore City Snapshot https://
www.urbanmfg.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/06/UMA-State-of-Urban-Manufacturing-City-Snapshot-Baltimore.pdf
3. F
 or more information about Made in Baltimore, visit https://madeinbaltimore.org/
4. H
opkinsLocal Progress Report (2017). http://hopkinslocal.jhu.edu/content/uploads/2017/03/Hopkins
Local-Progress.pdf
5.BLocal Progress Report. (2017). http://hopkinslocal.jhu.edu/progress-report.pdf
6. C
 SAs are groups of census tracks that correspond to neighborhoods which vary in size. See Vital Signs 17
Introduction.
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Workforce and Economic Development

Labor Force Participation and
Employment

labor force included Oldtown/Middle East (46.1%), Southern Park Heights (44.4%), and North Baltimore/Guilford/
Homeland (43.7%). The CSAs with the lowest percentage were canton (10.3%), South Baltimore (11.5%) and Fells
point (13.3%).

Labor Force Participation and Employment Residents of
Baltimore City who are of working age fall into three main
categories: in the labor force (employed), actively seeking
employment (unemployed), and those who are not in the
labor force either by choice or by circumstance. Residents
who are discouraged or believe that they cannot find work
and therefore are not actively seeking a job are classified
as not in the labor force

Unemployment Rate
Focusing only on the population in the labor force, the
unemployment rate measures the share of jobless persons
who are looking for work in Baltimore City. Between 2006–
2010 and 2013–2017, the unemployment rate decreased by
15%, from 11.7% to 10.2%. The unemployment rate by CSA
from 2012-2016 ranged from a low of 2.0% in South Baltimore to a high of 25.7% in Midway/Coldstream.

Based on the 2013–2017 ACS, 62.6% of city residents of
working age (between 16 and 64 years old) were employed
and 7.1% of the city’s working age residents unemployed
and seeking work. Combined, these figures represent the
city’s total labor force, which means that almost one-third
(30 .3%) of the city’s working age residents were not in the
labor force..

Jobs (From Vital Signs 16)

Employed
Between 2006–2010 and 2013–2017, the percentage of
employed working age city residents increased slightly
from 62.2% to 62.5%. During 2013–2017, the CSAs with
the highest percentage of working-age residents who
were employed were Canton (87.3%), South Baltimore
(86.2%), Fells Point (84.6%), and Highlandtown (82.1%).
The CSAs with the lowest percentage of working age residents who were employed were Southern Park Heights
(44.2%), Oldtown/Middle East (46.3%), and Greenmount
East (47.5%).
Unemployed and Looking for Work
Between 2006–2010 and 2013–2017, the percentage of
unemployed working age city residents decreased from
8.2% to 7.1%. During 2013–2017, the CSAs with the highest
percentage of unemployed persons looking for work were
Midway/Coldstream (17.5%), Greenmount East (14.2%),
and Madison/East End (13.9%). The CSAs with the lowest
percentage of unemployed persons seeking work lived in
South Baltimore (1.8%), Inner Harbor/Federal Hill (1.9%),
and Fells Point (2.1%).
Not in the Labor Force
Between 2006–2010 and 2013–2017, the percentage of residents not in the labor force increased from 29.6% to 30.3%.
The CSAs with highest percentage of residents not in the
Data Key
Green colored text denotes a positive change.
Red colored text denotes a negative change.
Blue colored text denotes a neutral change.

The Number of Total Jobs comes from the Longitudinal Employer- Household Dynamics (LEHD) database.7
Including this indicator enables the ability to track job
creation year-over-year, giving us even more insight into
the health of Baltimore City’s economy.

Total Number of Jobs (2015)
Between 2014 and 2015, the total number of jobs in Baltimore City increased from 344,588 to 350,797. The CSAs
with the highest number of jobs were Downtown/Seton
Hill (78,158), Oldtown/ Middle East (27,354), and Orangeville/ East Highlandtown (15,235). The CSAs with the
lowest number of jobs were Edmondson Village (176), Dickeyville/Franklintown (212), and Madison/East End (429).

Regional Dynamics (From Vital Signs 16)

Vital Signs tracks the percentage of residents from each
CSA who work outside the city using the Longitudinal
Employer-Household Dynamics (LEHD) data. Approximately 25% of all jobs in the metropolitan area are located
in Baltimore City, which means that many Baltimore residents need access to some form of transportation to the
75% of jobs that are elsewhere in the region. At the time of
this report’s publication, 2016 LEHD data had not yet been
released. The data for 2015 are given below.

Residents Who Work Outside the City (2015)
Based on the 2015 LEHD, over half (53.5%) of Baltimore
City’s residents commuted to work outside of the city.
The CSAs with the smallest percentage of workers that
commute outside of the city were Downtown/Seton Hill
(40.7%), Harbor East/Little Italy (43.2%), and Midtown
(43.5%) The CSAs where the largest percentage of workers commuted outside of the city to work were Brooklyn/

7. T
 he latest available data on the number of jobs comes from the Longitudinal Employee-Household Dynamics
(LEHD) U.S. Census Bureau which was updated in January 2018 to include 2015 data. www.onthemap.ces.census.gov
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Percent of Households with
No Internet at Home, 2013-2017

Curtis Bay/Hawkins Point (71.9%), Morrell Park/Violetville
(69.3%), and Westport/Mount Winans/Lakeland (63.5%).

Educational Attainment

Educational training is generally the major pathway to
employment. More than half of new jobs expected to be
created in Baltimore between 2010 and 2020 will require
educational training beyond a high school diploma. 8
Education at the level of a bachelor’s degree or higher
influences lifetime potential earnings 9 and increases the
likelihood that individuals will earn a living wage 10 Vital
Signs 17 tracks three indicators on educational attainment
for the multiple stages from high school through college
education. These categories are mutually exclusive in that
a survey respondent can only be in one category and the
total of the three categories sums to 100%.

Less Than a High School Diploma or GED
Based on the 2013–2017 ACS, 15.8% of Baltimore residents
over the age of 25 had not obtained a high school diploma.
The CSAs with the largest percentage of residents without
a high school diploma were Southwest Baltimore (33.0%),
Orangeville/East Highlandtown (31.5), Midway/ Coldstream (31.1%), and Southeastern (30.6%). The CSAs with
the smallest percentage were Greater Roland Park/Poplar
Hill (1.0%), North Baltimore/Guilford/ Homeland (3.1%),
and Canton (4.2%).
High School Diploma and
Some College or Associate Degree
During the 2013–2017 time period, more than half (53.7%)
of the city’s residents over the age of 25 obtained a
high school diploma and/or completed some college or
received an associate’s degree. The CSAs with the largest percentage of residents over the age of 25 with a high
school degree, some college, or an associate degree were
Edmondson Village (73.0%), Cherry Hill (71.6%), and Loch
Raven (71.5%). The CSAs with the smallest percentage
were Greater Roland Park/ Poplar Hill (17 .1%), Fells Point
(20.2%), and South Baltimore (20.9%).
Bachelor’s Degree or Above
During the 2013-2017 time period, 30.4% of the City’s residents over the age of 25 had a Bachelor’s degree, a Grad-

Percent:

4.5% - 12.1%
12.2% - 18.8%
18.9% - 26.7%
26.8% - 34.1%
34.2% - 42.4%

uate degree, or a Professional degree. The CSAs with the
highest percentage of residents with a Bachelor’s degree or
above were Greater Roland Park/Poplar Hill (81.9%), North
Baltimore/Guilford/Homeland (73.7%), Fells Point (73.4%),
and South Baltimore (70.6%). The CSAs with the lowest
percentage of residents with college degrees were Sandtown-Winchester/Harlem Park (5.6%), Brooklyn/ Curtis
Bay/Hawkins Point (8.4%), and Southwest Baltimore (8.7%).

Internet Access

Access to the internet is becoming increasingly important not just for communication, but as a critical means
to obtain an education and conduct business. 11 More
and more teachers assign homework that requires internet access and many job opportunities are only available online. However, access to the internet and digital
resources is not equally distributed in all neighborhoods

8.

RDA Global, Inc.2014) Barriers to Employment Opportunities in the Baltimore Region. http://baltometro.
(
org/phocadownload/Publications/OpportunityCollaborative/170508_Barriers_to_Employment_Opportunity_in_
the_Baltimore_Region-June_2014.pdf.

9.

A nthony Carnevale et al (2011). The College Payoff. The Georgetown University Center on Education and the
Workforce.

10. (
RDA Global, Inc.2014) Barriers to Employment Opportunities in the Baltimore Region. http://baltometro.
org/phocadownload/Publications/OpportunityCollaborative/170508_Barriers_to_Employment_Opportunity_in_
the_Baltimore_Region-June_2014.pdf
11. R
 obert W. Deutsch Foundation (2017) The Digital Access and Equity Report in Baltimore City https://www.
rwdfoundation.org/news/2017/10/19/the-digital-access-and-equity-report-in-baltimore-city-2017
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No Internet At Home
During 2013-2017, 24.6% of households in Baltimore did
not have access to the internet at home. The CSAs with
the highest percentage of households with no internet
were Greenmount East (42.4%), Pimlico/Arlington/Hilltop
(40.9%), and Oldtown/Middle East (40.5%). The CSA’s with
the lowest percentage of households with no internet were
Greater Roland Park/Poplar Hill (4.5%), South Baltimore
(7.9%), and Canton (9.3%).

Total Number of Businesses
Overall in 2017, Baltimore City had 17,648 businesses.
The CSAs with the highest number of businesses were
Downtown/Seton Hill (2,619), Midtown (978) and Oldtown/
Middle East (871). The CSAs with the lowest number of
businesses were Dickeyville/Franklintown (36) and
Edmondson Village (47).

Commercial Investment Activity12

Commercial properties and establishments in neighborhoods are an important part of urban life for the jobs as
well as the amenities they provide. Upkeep of commercial
properties is an indicator of commercial investment and
is equally important to owners of residential properties in
the area as their respective values are mutually dependent.

Number of Commercial Properties
The number of commercial properties in Baltimore City
was 15,322 in 2017. The CSAs with the highest number of
commercial properties were Downtown/Seton Hill (1,181),
Midtown (783), Brooklyn/Curtis Bay/Hawkins Point (757),
and Southwest Baltimore (647). The CSA’s with the lowest
number of commercial properties were Cross-Country/
Cheswolde (27), Dickeyville/ Franklintown (30), Edmondson Village (33), and Beechfield/Ten Hills/West Hills (45).
Rehabilitation Permits of over $5,000
Between 2016 and 2017, the percentage of commercial
properties that applied for and received a rehabilitation
permit greater than $5,000 increased significantly from
12 .7% to 17.7%. In 2017, the CSAs with the largest percentage of commercial businesses with rehabilitation permits
greater than $5,000 were Loch Raven (63.5%) and South
Baltimore (38.7%). The CSAs with the smallest percent- age
of commercial properties with a rehabilitation permit were
Brooklyn/Curtis Bay/Hawkins Point (4.1%), The Waverlies
(4.6%), and Southwest Baltimore (5.7%)..

Business Size and Age13

The majority of businesses in the United States are smallto mid-size firms14 . Aside from clusters of major business
activity in the downtown or regional centers, most firms
are located in Baltimore’s neighborhoods. The ability to
start and sustain a business is often related to the environment in the surrounding area that enables entrepreneurship and viability.

Number of Businesses with Fewer than
50 Employees
In 2017, the number of small businesses (businesses
reporting fewer than 50 employees) in Baltimore City
was 16,141. Aside from Downtown/Seton Hill with
14.7% of the total, the CSAs with the highest number
of small businesses were Midtown (874), and Oldtown/
Middle East (815). The CSAs with the lowest number of
small businesses were Dickeyville/ Franklintown (33),
Edmondson Village (44), and Poppleton/The Terraces/
Hollins Market (88).
Businesses One Year Old or Less
In 2017, 6.1% of businesses located in Baltimore City were
less than one year old. The CSAs with the highest percentage of businesses less than one year old were located in
Oldtown/Middle East (13.3%), Pimlico/Arlington/Hilltop
(10.1%), and Mount Washington/Coldspring (9.6%). The
CSAs with the lowest percent were Sandtown-Winchester/
Harlem Park (2.0%), Greenmount East (2.0%), and Greater
Rosemont (2.5%).
Businesses Two Years Old or Less
In 2017, the percentage of businesses located in Baltimore
City that were less than two years old was 25.1%. The CSAs
with the highest percentage of firms that were less than
two years old were Oldtown/Middle East (52.0%), Mount
Washington/Coldspring (33.7%), and Pimlico/Arlington/
Hilltop (31.9%). The CSAs with the lowest percentage of
firms that were less than two years old were Westport/
Mount Winans/Lakeland (11.2%), Claremont/Armistead
(11.4%), and Southern Park Heights (11.6%).
Businesses Four Years Old or Less
In 2017, the percentage of businesses located in Baltimore
City that were less than four years old was 34.0%. The CSAs
with the highest percentage of firms that were less than
four years old were Oldtown/Middle East (59.0%), Edmondson Village (42.6%), and Mount Washington/Coldspring
(41.6%). The CSAs with the lowest percentage of firms that

12. D
 ue to InfoUSA’s survey methodology, which consists of compiling a list of publicly-available phone numbers
to conduct a sample phone survey, some businesses, such as those without landlines, are not represented.
Additionally, firms with multiple branches may report total employment out of a single location, distorting
employee counts by geography. For this reason, year-over-year comparisons of the data are not recommended.
13. U
 S Small Business Administration.www.sba.org
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were less than four years old were Claremount/Armistead
(17.1%), Westport/Mount Winans/Lakeland (18.9), and
Greenmount East (21.8).

(17,898). The CSAs with the fewest number of employees
in neighborhood businesses included Edmondson Village
(160), Penn North/Reservoir Hill (334), and Patterson Park
North & East (393).

Neighborhood Businesses

Banking and Investment

Access to neighborhood amenities helps attract and retain
residents to an area, especially in an urban context. Neighborhood businesses for the following Vital Signs 17 indicators include coffee shops, doctors’ offices, grocery stores
and retail shops.

Number of Neighborhood Businesses
The number of neighborhood businesses in Baltimore
City in 2017 was 12,282. The greatest number of neighborhood businesses were located in the Downtown/Seton Hill
(1,954), Oldtown/Middle East (754), and Midtown (654).
The smallest number of neighborhood businesses were
located in Dickeyville/Franklintown (23) and Edmondson Village (31).
Neighborhood Businesses per 1,000 Residents
In 2017, there were 19.8 neighborhood businesses per 1,000
residents in Baltimore City. The CSAs with the largest
number of neighborhood businesses per 1,000 residents
included Downtown/Seton Hill (303.1 per 1,000 residents),
Oldtown/Middle East (75.2 per 1,000 residents), Harbor
East/Little Italy (56.4 per 1,000 residents), and Midtown
(43.5 per 1,000 residents). The CSAs with the smallest
number of neighborhood businesses per 1,000 residents
included Edmondson Village (3.9 per 1,000 residents),
Northwood (5 .2 per 1,000 residents), and Dickeyville/
Franklintown (5.6 per 1,000 residents).

In 2008, the Baltimore Neighborhood Drilldown Study
showed that many of the city’s neighborhoods were “underbanked,” which means that many residents did not have
access to traditional financial institutions in their neighborhoods. Without access, saving money or obtaining a
credit record is often difficult.

Total Dollar Amount Invested in Small Businesses
Based on research by the 21st Century Cities Initiative at
Johns Hopkins University, the flow of commercial loans,
microloans, venture capital and other equity investments
can help better understand whether the financing system
catering to Baltimore’s small businesses in all neighborhoods. 14 Between 2016 and 2017, the total dollar amount
invested in small businesses per 50 businesses increased
from $1.52 million to $1.79 million. In 2017, the CSAs with
the greatest amount invested in small businesses per 50
businesses were Harbor East/Little Italy ($14.1 million)
and South Baltimore ($11.1 million). The CSAs with the
least amount invested in small businesses per 50 businesses were Madison/East End ($0.14 million) and Pimlico/
Arlington/Hilltop ($0.15 million).

Employees of Neighborhood Businesses
The number of persons employed in neighborhood businesses in Baltimore City during 2017 was 203,593. The
CSAs with the largest number of employees in neighborhood businesses included Downtown/Seton Hill (60,141),
Harbor East/Little Italy (21,226), and South Baltimore

Number of Bank Branches15
The number of banks and bank branches has remained
consistent in Baltimore since 2010. In 2017, there were .20
banks and bank branches per 1,000 residents in Baltimore
City. The greatest number of banks and bank branches
per 1,000 residents were located in Downtown/ Seton
Hill (3.3), Harbor East/Little Italy (0.9), Southeastern (0.8),
Highlandtown (0.7), and Greater Roland Park/Poplar Hill
(0.7). In 2017, there were 18 CSAs that had no banks or bank
branches located within the CSA..

14. 2
1st Century Cities Initiative, Johns Hopkins University (2016) “Financing Baltimore’s Growth: Measuring Small Companies’ Access to Capital” http://21cc.jhu.edu/ publications/reports/financing-baltimores-growth-measuring-small-companies-access-to-capital/
15. F
 ederal Deposit Insurance Corporation (FDIC)
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Workforce and Economic Development
Indicator Definitions and Rankings

For each indicator reported in Vital Signs 17, we provide the data source, the years for
which it is reported, and the five CSAs with the highest and lowest values for the indicator;
these may not correspond to positive or negative trends.

Labor Force Participation & Employment
Percent of Population
(Ages 16-64) Employed

Percent of Population
(Ages 16-64) Not in the Labor Force

Measure of persons working and earning an income.

Measure of persons not working and not seeking work.

Definition: The number of persons between the ages of 16
and 64 formally employed or self-employed and earning a
formal income. It is used to understand how many persons
are working out of the entire population, not just those in
the labor force (persons who may be looking for work or
working).(SOURCE: AMERICAN COMMUNITY SURVEY, 2013-2017)

Definition: The number of persons who are not in the labor
force out of all persons between the ages of 16 and 64 in
the area. There are several reasons why persons may not
be included in the labor force. These reasons may include:
they are caretakers for children or other family members;
they attend school or job training; they may have a disability; and they are discouraged or frustrated and have given
up seeking a job or have a history that may include criminal
activity. (SOURCE: AMERICAN COMMUNITY SURVEY, 2013-2017)

Five Highest:
1. Canton
2. South Baltimore

Five Lowest:
1. Greater Roland
Park/Poplar Hill

3. Fells Point

2. South Baltimore

4. Highlandtown

3. Canton

5. Inner Harbor/
Federal Hill

4. Inner Harbor/
Federal Hill

Five Highest:
1. Oldtown/Middle East

5. North Baltimore/
Guilford/Homeland

2. Southern Park Heights

2. South Baltimore

3. North Baltimore/
Guilford/Homeland

3. Fells Point

4. Upton/Druid Heights
5. Greater Charles
Village/Barclay

Percent of Population
(Ages 16-64) Unemployed and
Looking for Work

Five Lowest:
1. C
 anton

4. H
 ighlandtown
5. Medfield / Hampden/
Woodberry/Remington

Unemployment Rate

Measure of persons who are not working.

Measure of persons actively seeking work.

Definition: The number of persons between the ages of
16 and 64 not working out of all persons, not just those
in the labor force (persons who may be looking for work).
These persons are seeking work that pays a formal income.

Definition: The number of persons between the ages of
16 and 64 that are in the labor force (and are looking for
work) but are not currently working. (SOURCE: AMERICAN

(SOURCE: AMERICAN COMMUNITY SURVEY, 2013-2017)

Five Highest:
1. Midway/Coldstream

Five Lowest:
1. South Baltimore

2. Greenmount East

2. Inner Harbor/
Federal Hill

3. Madison/East End
4. Clifton-Berea
5.Southern Park Heights

COMMUNITY SURVEY, 2013-2017)

Five Highest:
1. M
 idway/Coldstream

Five Lowest:
1. South Baltimore

2 . Greenmount East

2. Inner Harbor/
Federal Hill

3. Madison/East End
4. Southern Park Heights

3. Fells Point

5. Clifton-Berea

4. C
 anton
5. Greater Roland
Park/Poplar Hill
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3. Fells Point
4. C
 anton
5. Greater Roland
Park/Poplar Hill

Workforce and Economic Development

Percent Population
(25 years and over) With High School
Diploma and Some College or
Associates Degree

Access to Internet
Percent Households with No
Internet At Home

Measure of households with easily available internet access.
Definition: The percentage of households without an internet subscription at home. (SOURCE: AMERICAN COMMUNITY
SURVEY, 2013-2017)

Five Highest:
1. Greenmount East
2. Pimlico/Arlington/
Hilltop

Five Lowest:
1. Greater Roland
Park/Poplar Hill
3. Canton

4. Upton/Druid Heights

4. Inner Harbor/
Federal Hill

5. Cherry Hill

Definition: The percentage of persons that have completed,
graduated, or received a high school diploma or GED and
also has taken some college courses or completed their
Associate’s degree. This is a standard indicator used to
measure the portion of the population with a basic level
of skills needed for the workplace. Persons under the age
of 25 are not included in this analysis since many of these
persons are still attending various levels of schooling.
(SOURCE: AMERICAN COMMUNITY SURVEY, 2013-2017)

2. South Baltimore

3. Oldtown/Middle East

Measures the number of persons with basic formal education and training.

Five Highest:
1. Edmondson Village

5. North Baltimore/
Guilford/Homeland

Educational Attainment
of the Labor Force

Five Lowest:

2. Cherry Hill

1. Greater Roland
Park/Poplar Hill

3. Loch Raven

2. Fells Point

4. Greater Rosemont

3. South Baltimore

5. A
 llendale/
Irvington/S. Hilton

4. North Baltimore/
Guilford/ Homeland
5. Inner Harbor/
Federal Hill

Percent Population
(25 years and over) With Less Than a High
School Diploma or GED

Percent Population
(25 years and over) with a Bachelor’s
Degree or Above

Measures the number of persons with little formal education and training.

Measures the number of persons with advanced formal
education and training.

Definition: The percentage of persons that have not
completed, graduated, or received a high school diploma
or GED. This is a standard indicator used to measure the
portion of the population with less than a basic level of
skills needed for the workplace. Persons under the age of
25 are not included in this analysis since many of these
persons are still attending various levels of schooling.

Definition: The percentage of persons that have completed,
graduated, or received a Bachelor’s or an advanced degree.
This is an indicator used to measure the portion of the
population having an advanced level of skills needed for
the workplace. Persons under the age of 25 are not included
in this analysis since many of these persons are still attending various levels of schooling (SOURCE: AMERICAN COMMU-

(SOURCE: AMERICAN COMMUNITY SURVEY, 2013-2017)

Five Highest:
1. Southwest Baltimore
2. Orangeville/East
Highlandtown
3. M
 idway/Coldstream
4. S
 outheastern
5. Oldtown/Middle East

Five Lowest:
1. Greater Roland
Park/Poplar Hill
2. North Baltimore/
Guilford/ Homeland
3. Canton
4. Mt. Washington/
Coldspring
5. Inner Harbor/
Federal Hill

NITY SURVEY, 2013-2017)

Five Highest:
1. Greater Roland
Park/Poplar Hill

Five Lowest:
1. Sandtown-Winchester/
Harlem Park

2. North Baltimore/
Guilford/Homeland

2. Brooklyn/Curtis
Bay/ Hawkins Point

3. Fells Point

3. Southwest Baltimore

4. South Baltimore

4. Madison/East End

5. Inner Harbor/
Federal Hill

5. Southern Park Heights
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Commercial Investment Activity

Regional Dynamics
(from Vital Signs 16)

Total Number of Commercial Properties

Measures the number of commercial properties in an area.

Percent of Employed
Residents who Work Outside of
Baltimore City

Definition: The total number of commercial properties located within an area in a particular year. (SOURCE:

Measures the number of residents who are employed
outside of Baltimore City.

MDPROPERTY VIEW, 2010, 2011, 2012, 2013, 2014, 2015,
2016, 2017)

Five Highest:
1. Downtown/Seton Hill
2. Midtown
3. B
 rooklyn/Curtis
Bay/ Hawkins Point
4. Southwest Baltimore
5. Orangeville/East
Highlandtown

Definition: The percentage of workers that are employed
by jobs located outside of Baltimore City. Only persons
who report being employed and are at least 16 years old
are included in the analysis. (SOURCE: U.S. CENSUS BUREAU,

Five Lowest:
1. Cross-Country/
Cheswolde
2. Dickeyville/
Franklintown

LONGITUDINAL EMPLOYER-HOUSEHOLD DYNAMICS (LEHD), 2010,
2011, 2012 2013, 2014, 2015)

3. Edmonson Village

Five Highest:
1. Brooklyn/Curtis Bay/
Hawkins Point

4. B
 eechfield/Ten
Hills/West Hills
5. Forest Park/Walbrook

3. Westport/Mount
Winans/Lakeland

(from Vital Signs 16)
Number of Total Jobs Filled by Employees

Measures the number of total jobs per CSA (only counts
jobs that are currently held by employees).

ERTY VIEW, 2010, 2011, 2012, 2013, 2014, 2015, 2016, 2017)

5. Greenmount East

Five Lowest:
1. Cross-Country/
Cheswolde

Definition: The number of total jobs filled by employees.
This counts all jobs, whether primary or secondary. If a
person works two jobs, both jobs are counted in total jobs.

2. Dickeyville/
Franklintown

(SOURCE: U.S. CENSUS BUREAU, LONGITUDINAL EMPLOYER-HOUSEHOLD DYNAMICS (LEHD), 2010, 2011, 2012 2013,

3. Edmonson Village
4. Beechfield/Ten
Hills/West Hills
5. Forest Park/Walbrook

5. Greater Charles
Village/Barclay

Jobs

2010, 2011, 2012, 2013, 2014, 2015, 2016, 2017; MDPROP-

4. Patterson Park
North & East

3. Midtown

5. Cherry Hill

Definition: The percentage of properties that are investing within their current establishment and not the level
of their investment. Permits for work below $5,000 are
considered to be minor and not included in this indicator.
A single establishment can apply for and receive multiple
permits. (SOURCE: BALTIMORE CITY DEPARTMENT OF HOUSING,

3. M
 edfield/Hampden/
Woodberry/Remington

2. Harbor East/Little Italy
4. Fells Point

4. Beechfield/Ten
Hills/West Hills

Measures the demand and financial ability to invest and
do business in an area.

2. South Baltimore

1. Downtown/Seton Hill

2. Morrell Park/Violetville

Percent of Commercial Properties with
Rehabilitation Permits of over $5,000

Five Highest:
1. Loch Raven

Five Lowest:

2014, 2015).

Five Highest:
1. Downtown/Seton Hill

Five Lowest:
1. Edmondson Village

2. Oldtown/Middle East

2. Dickeyville/
Franklintown

3. Orangeville/East
Highlandtown
4. Inner Harbor/
Federal Hill
5. M
 edfield/Hampden/
Woodberry/Remington
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3. Madison/East End
4. Forest Park/Walbrook
5. Greater Govans
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Business Size and Age
Total Number of Businesses

Percent of Businesses that are
Two Years Old or Less

Measure of businesses in an area.

Definition: The total number of businesses (both for-profit
and non-profit) within an area at a single time in a year.
(SOURCE: INFOUSA, 2010, 2011, 2012, 2013, 2014, 2015,
2016, 2017)

Five Highest:
1. Downtown/Seton Hill
2. M
 idtown
3. Oldtown/Middle East
4. Medfield/ Hampden/
Woodberry/Remington
5. Greater Charles
Village/Barclay

2015, 2016, 2017)

2. Edmonson Village

Five Highest:
1. Oldtown/Middle East

3. P
 oppleton/The
Terraces/ Hollins
Market

2. Mount Washington/
Coldspring
3. Pimlico/Arlington/
Hilltop

4. Greenmount East
5. Clifton-Berea

4. Orangeville/East
Highlandtown
5. Edmondson Village

Measures very young businesses.

Definition: The percentage of businesses (both for-profit
and non-profit) that report their establishment as being one
year old or less. The age of the business is determined by
the year that the first year they appeared in the InfoUSA
database. (SOURCE: INFOUSA, 2010, 2011, 2012, 2013, 2014,

3. Mount Washington/
Coldspring
4. Madison/East End
5. Cherry Hill

Five Lowest:
1. Westport/Mount
Winans/Lakeland
2. C
 laremont/Armistead
3. Southern Park Heights
4. Greater Rosemont
5. Penn North/
Reservoir Hill

Percent of Businesses that are
Four Years Old or Less

Measures young businesses.

1. S
 andtown-Winchester/
Harlem Park

Definition: The percentage of businesses (both for-profit
and non-profit) that report their establishment as being
four years old or less. The age of the business is determined by the year that the first year they appeared in the
business database. A business that has been in operation
more than four years has a greater likelihood of remaining
open for a longer period of time. (SOURCE: INFOUSA, 2010,

2. Greenmount East

2011, 2012, 2013, 2014, 2015, 2016, 2017)

2015, 2016, 2017)

2. P
 imlico/Arlington/
Hilltop

Definition: The percentage of businesses (both for-profit
and non-profit) that report their establishment as being two
years old or less. The age of the business is determined by
the year that the first year they appeared in the business
database. (SOURCE: INFOUSA, 2010, 2011, 2012, 2013, 2014,

Five Lowest:
1. Dickeyville/
Franklintown

Percent of Businesses that are
One Year Old or Less

Five Highest:
1. Oldtown/Middle East

Measures young and very young businesses.

Five Lowest:

3. Greater Rosemont
4. Greater Govans
5. Brooklyn/Curtis Bay/
Hawkins Point

Five Highest:
1. Oldtown/Middle East

Five Lowest:
1. Claremont/Armistead

2. Edmondson Village

2. W
 estport/Mount
Winans/Lakeland

3. Mount Washington/
Coldspring

3. Greenmount East

4. Pimlico/Arlington/
Hilltop

4. Penn North/
Reservoir Hill

5. Loch Raven

5. B
 elair-Edison
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Neighborhood Businesses
Number of Neighborhood Businesses

Total Number of Businesses with Fewer
than 50 Employeess

Measures businesses that serve local residents.

Measures the number of small businesses in an area.

Definition: The number of businesses (both for-profit
and non-profit) that provide products and services to
local residents. The industries included in this indicator
are: Retail Trade (NAICS 44-45); Finance and Insurance
(NAICS 52); Professional, Scientific, and Technical
Services (NAICS 54); Health Care and Social Assistance
(NAICS 62); Arts, Entertainment, and Recreation (NAICS
71); Accommodation and Food Services (NAICS 72); and
Other Services except Public Administration (NAICS
81). The primary industry reported by each business was
used to determine their inclusion. (SOURCE: INFOUSA, 2010,

Definition: The total number of businesses (both for-profit
and non-profit) that report having less than 50 persons
employed within an area at a single time in a year. (SOURCE:
INFOUSA, 2010, 2011, 2012, 2013, 2014, 2015, 2016, 2017)

Five Highest:
1. Downtown/Seton Hill
2. M
 idtown
3. Oldtown/Middle East
4. Medfield/Hampden/
Woodberry/Remington
5. Greater Charles
Village/Barclay

Five Lowest:
1. D
 ickeyville/
Franklintown
2. Edmonson Village
3. Poppleton/The
Terraces/ Hollins
Market

2011, 2012, 2013,

2014, 2015, 2016, 2017)

Five Highest:
1. Downtown/Seton Hill

4. Greenmount East

2. Oldtown/Middle East

5. C
 lifton-Berea

3. Midtown
4. Greater Charles
Village/Barclay

Number of Neighborhood Businesses
per 1,000 Residents

Measures the concentration of businesses that serve local
residents.
Definition: The number of businesses (both for-profit and
non-profit) that provide products and services to local
residents per 1,000 . The industries included in this indicator are: Retail Trade (NAICS 44-45); Finance and Insurance (NAICS 52); Professional, Scientific, and Technical
Services (NAICS 54); Health Care and Social Assistance
(NAICS 62); Arts, Entertainment, and Recreation (NAICS
71); Accommodation and Food Services (NAICS 72); and
Other Services except Public Administration (NAICS
81). The primary industry reported by each business was
used to determine their inclusion . (SOURCE: INFOUSA, 2010,
2011, 2012, 2013, 2014, 2015, 2016, 2017; US CENSUS, 2010)

Five Highest:
1. Downtown/Seton Hill

Five Lowest:
1. Edmondson Village

2. Oldtown/Middle East

2. Northwood

3. Harbor East/Little Italy

3. Dickeyville/
Franklintown

4. Midtown
5. Inner Harbor/
Federal Hill

5. M
 edfield/Hampden/
Woodberry

Five Lowest:
1. Dickeyville/
Franklintown
2. Edmondson Village
3. Beechfield/Ten
Hills/West Hills
4. C
 laremont/Armistead
5. P
 oppleton/The
Terraces/Hollins Market

Total Number of Employees
of Neighborhood Businesses

Measures the number of persons employed in businesses serving the local area.

Definition: The number of persons employed by businesses
(both for-profit and non-profit) that provide products and
services to local residents. The industries included in this
indicator are: Retail Trade (NAICS 44-45); Finance and
Insurance (NAICS 52); Professional, Scientific, and Technical Services (NAICS 54); Health Care and Social Assistance (NAICS 62); Arts, Entertainment, and Recreation
(NAICS 71); Accommodation and Food Services (NAICS
72); and Other Services except Public Administration
(NAICS 81). The primary industry reported by each business was used to determine their inclusion. The persons
employed by these businesses may not necessarily live in
the neighborhood where the business is located. (SOURCE:

4. B
 eechfield/Ten
Hills/West Hills

INFOUSA, 2010, 2011, 2012, 2013, 2014, 2015, 2016, 2017)

5. Patterson Park
North & East

Five Highest:
1. Downtown/Seton Hill

Five Lowest:
1. Edmonson Village

2. Harbor East/Little Italy

2. Penn North/
Reservoir Hill

3. South Baltimore
4. Inner Harbor/
Federal Hill
5. Oldtown/Middle East
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3. Patterson Park
North & East
4. Greenmount East
5. Forest Park/Walbrook
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Total Dollar Amount Invested in Small
Businesses per 50 Businesses

Banking and Investment
Number of Banks and Bank Branches per
1,000 Residents

Measures the ability of businesses and residents to access
credit and financial services.

Measures the dollar amount that small business have been
able to access in an area.
The total dollar amount invested in businesses with fewer
than 500 employees per 50 businesses based on compiled
small business lending data from various sources. (SOURCE:

Definition: The number of banks and bank branches per
1,000 residents within an area. (SOURCE: FEDERAL DEPOSIT

FFIEC INSURED BANK LOANS UNDER $1 MILLION TO BUSI-

INSURANCE CORPORATION (FDIC), 2011, 2012, 2013, 2014,

MENTS; US EXPORT-IMPORT BANK LOANS; SMALL BUSINESS

2015, 2016, 2017; CENSUS, 2010)

INNOVATION RESEARCH (SBIR) AND SMALL BUSINESS TECH-

Five Highest:
1. Downtown/Seton Hill
2. Harbor East/Little Italy
3. S
 outheastern
4. Greater Roland
Park/Poplar Hill
5. South Baltimore

Five Lowest:
Eighteen CSAs have no
banks/bank branches
per 1,000 residents.

NESSES MADE BY LARGE BANKS; VENTURE CAPITAL INVEST-

NOLOGY TRANSFER RESEARCH (STTR) GRANTS; GOVERNMENT,
PHILANTHROPIC, AND INSTITUTIONAL GRANTS SUPPORTING
SMALL BUSINESSES; MARYLAND DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
LOANS; STATE OF MARYLAND NEIGHBORHOOD BUSINESSWORKS
LOANS; BALTIMORE DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION LOANS; AND
SMALL BUSINESS ADMINISTRATION 7A AND 504 LOANS; ANALYSIS BY: JOHNS HOPKINS UNIVERSITY, 21ST CENTURY CITIES
INITIATIVE, 2016, 2017)

Five Highest:
1. Harbor East/Little Italy
2. South Baltimore
3. The Waverlies
4. Inner Harbor/
Federal Hill
5. Mt. Washington/
Coldspring
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Five Lowest:
1. Madison/East End
2. P
 imlico/Arlington/
Hilltop
3. Upton/Druid Heights
4. Greater Govans
5. Forest Park/Walbrook

Workforce and
Economic Development
Data Tables
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Education and Youth
One of the most important assets within a community is the neighborhood school. Whether residents in
the surrounding area have children that attend or not, the quality of education inside the school impacts
the quality of life outside. Unfortunately, the quality of schools varies greatly across Maryland’s counties and by neighborhood which by definition cannot provide equal opportunity to public education for
everyone. Much of the variation can be attributed to the wide gaps in local resources that support public
schools. The ability of a local jurisdiction like Baltimore City or any of the other 23 counties in Maryland
to fund schools is dependent on local revenue streams as well as state funding to eliminate inequalities
across school districts. In 2016, the Maryland General Assembly created the Commission on Innovation and Excellence in Education (generally referred to as the Kirwan Commission, named for the Chair
of the Commission, William “Brit” Kirwan, Chancellor Emeritus of the University System of Maryland) to
determine the formula for school funding across Maryland for the next decade.1

Given that Baltimore City is one of the largest school districts in
the state and together with Prince George’s and Caroline counties serves more than half of the state’s students of color, several
advocacy organizations2 compelled the Kirwan Commission to
ensure racial equity be an integral component of the formula.
After more than 2 years, in 2019 the commission released an
interim report recommending more than $3.8 billion of additional spending as well as measures such as greater teacher
diversity and adoption of restorative practices to specifically
address structural racism that perpetuates racial achievement gaps.3
The Vital Signs report provides more detailed and localized
ways to examine the relationship between racial and spatial
disparities across neighborhoods in Baltimore City. Given the
continuing overall decline in student enrollment in the Baltimore
City Public School System (BCPSS), and often particularly acute
within some neighborhoods, many communities are grappling
with the devastating impact of school closures. In January 2019,

three more schools have been recommended for closure in the
next school year, and students will be absorbed into neighboring
schools or schools with excess capacity. 4 While school-closures
due to low-enrollment and/or low-performance are based on
fiscal and educational requirements, communities and students
suffer the consequences of their changing landscapes.
With the simultaneous growth of school choice and public charter school options in Baltimore, 5 the concept of the neighborhood school may be more socially constructed than physically
defined.6 School-based reporting systems, such as the Maryland
Report Card, resonate with parents and educators connected
with the school, but less so with community members who may
have an unclear connection to any given school. The Vital Signs
indicators on educational outcomes provide aggregated student
information based on where the students live7 so that residents
understand the school-based context for the children in their
neighborhood and serve as a complement to data reported by
the school.

1.

Advocates for Children and Youth (2017) “The Kirwan Commission: The Commission on Innovation and Excellence in

Education” https://www.acy.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/01/ACY-Kirwan-Commission-Info-Sheet-Version-2.pdf

2.

 CLU Maryland (2018) “Race Equity Must Be a Key Priority for the Kirwan Commission” https://www.aclu-md.org/en/news/
A
race-equity-must-be-key-priority-kirwan-commission

3.

M aryland Commission on Innovation and Excellence in Education (January 2019) “Interim Report” http://dls.maryland.
gov/pubs/prod/NoPblTabMtg/CmsnInnovEduc/2019-Interim-Report-of-the-Commission.pdf

4.

 chool Closures and Building Surplusing Final Decisions (January 2019) https://www.baltimorecityschools.org/sites/
S
default/files/inline-files/20190207-FinalReport_1.pdf

5.

For comprehensive information on school choice and public charter schools, see LiveBaltimore’s website on City

Living Essentials http://livebaltimore.com/city-living-essentials/education-family/charter-schools/

6.

M artin Austermule.


7.

 er an established data sharing Memorandum of Understanding with the Baltimore City Public Schools, BNIA-JFI aggreP
gates student-level data to a larger geographic level to ensure student confidentiality.

“The End of the Neighborhood School” The Atlantic Cities. February 19, 2013.
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Vital Signs 17 includes indicators for all Community Statistical Areas (CSAs) designed to track the educational
outcomes for public school children and youth. These indicators are grouped into the following categories: student
enrollment, demographics, attendance, performance, dropout and completion, and youth engagement.

Student Officially Enrolled and Ever Attended
The school system measures enrollment as a census of
students that are registered for school as of September
30 in every school year. This official enrollment serves
as the basis for many school-based resources including
per pupil funding for each school.

Data
Data for Vital Signs 17 educational indicators are
provided by BCPSS as well as the 2013-2017 American
Community Survey (ACS). The data provided by the
BCPSS include student address so that aggregated data
on educational performance are presented by the neighborhood in which the student lives, not by the school
attended.
To ensure consistent communication of these data to
communities, analysis of education-related indicators
has been more closely coordinated with BCPSS. However,
each one of the Education and Youth indicators may not be
directly comparable to data provided by BCPSS primarily due to methodological adjustments needed to create
community-based indicators. For example, students who
cannot be matched between data files provided by BCPSS
and/or students whose home address cannot be geocoded
were excluded from the analysis. In the 2016-2017 school
year, 3.8% of the attending students could not be matched
to addresses or geocoded. This means that these students
were not included in either the community calculations
or for the city as a whole. Therefore, direct comparisons
to data and results available through the Baltimore City
Public Schools and the Maryland Report Card cannot
be made. 8

Students Officially Enrolled
In the 2016-2017 school year, there were a total of 68,541
students officially enrolled in 1st through 12th grades
in Baltimore City Public Schools. Of the total number
of students enrolled, 46.6% were enrolled in elementary
grades, 23.7% were enrolled in middle school grades, and
29.7% were enrolled in high school grades.

Indicators are created by normalizing data by the number
of children that ever attended a Baltimore City publicschool during the school year in a given area to allow for
comparisons across neighborhoods and over time.9

Data Key
Green colored text denotes a positive change.
Red colored text denotes a negative change.
Blue colored text denotes a neutral change.

Elementary School
From 2015-2016 to 2016-2017, the total number of elementary school students enrolled in public school decreased
from 33,300 to 31,942. In the 2016-2017 school year, the
largest number of elementary students enrolled in public
school lived in Cedonia/Frankford (1,487) and the lowest
number of students lived in Canton (94).
Middle School
From 2015-2016 to 2016-2017, the total number of middle
school students enrolled in public school decreased from
16,806 to 16,246. In the 2016-2017 school year, the largest
number of middle school students enrolled in public school
lived in Cedonia/Frankford (783) and the lowest number
of students lived in Canton (34).
High School
From 2015-2016 to 2016-2017, the total number of high
school students enrolled in public school decreased from
21,404 to 20,353. In the 2016-2017 school year, the largest
number of high school students enrolled in public school
lived in Cedonia/Frankford (1,054) and the lowest number
of students lived in Canton (18).
Students Ever Attended
Vital Signs 17 also reports students who ever attended 10 the
school system at any point in the school year, which is a
larger figure than the students who were officially enrolled
on September 30. Education indicators throughout this
section of the report are normalized using the number of

8.

For citywide educational data and indicators of student demographics, assessments, and graduation, visit
the Maryland Report Card http://www.mdreportcard.org/

9.

Indicators reported from one school year to the next do not reflect a “cohort” of students but rather a

cross-section. For example, 3rd graders in 2016-2017 may or may not be the same students as 4th graders
in 2016-2017.

10.

T he previous indicator Ever Enrolled has been renamed Ever Attended beginning in Vital Signs 12 to

better reflect its definition. The methodology for the newly-named indicator is the same and measures
across years are comparable.
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the 2016-2017 school year, the CSAs with the highest
percent of African-American students were Greater
Mondawmin (98.9%) and Greater Rosemont (97.9%). The
CSAs with the lowest percent of African-American
students were South Baltimore (8.4%) and Highlandtown (13.1%).

students ever attended. Students who have ever attended
represent all the children within the neighborhood who
are engaged with the school system and better reflects
the level of access to the school system overall. There were
a total of 71,432 students who ever attended a Baltimore
City public school at any point during the 2016-2017 school
year for grades 1-12.

Elementary School
From 2015-2016 to 2016-2017, the total number of students
who ever attended in 1st-5th grade decreased by -2.8%
from 33,410 to 33,461. Over the past two school years, the
CSAs that experienced the greatest percentage increase
in total number of elementary students ever attended in
a public school were Edmondson Village (+17.8%), Cedonia/Frankford (+14.5) and Downtown/Seton Hill (+13.6%).
The CSA with the greatest percentage decrease in total
number of students ever attended was Washington
Village/Pigtown (-19.4%).
Middle School
From 2015-2016 to 2016-2017, the total number of students
that ever attended in 6th-8th grade decreased by 2.3%
from 17,262 to 16,864. Over the past two school years, the
CSAs that experienced the greatest percentage increase
in total number of middle school students ever attended
in a public school were Poppleton/The Terraces/Hollins
Market (+37.8%) and Inner Harbor/Federal Hill (+16.9%).
The CSA with the greatest decrease in total number of
students attending was South Baltimore (-18.2%).
High School
From 2015-2016 to 2016-2017, the total number of students
ever attended in 9th-12th grade decreased by 3.1% from
21,785 to 21,107. Over the past two school years, the CSAs
that experienced the greatest percentage increase in total
number of high school students ever attended in a public
school were Greater Govans (+14.8%) and North Baltimore/
Guilford/Homeland (+12.3%). The CSA with the greatest
decrease in total number of students ever attended in high
school was Canton (-31.0%).
Student Demographics
The demographic makeup of the public school system
in Baltimore is disproportionately African-American.
The city as a whole is 62.3% African-American (see Vital
Signs 17 Census Demographics), yet during the 2016-2017
school year, 80.8% of the students ever attended in a
Baltimore City public school were African-American.
Black/African-American Students
The percent of African-American non-Hispanic students
ever attended decreased by 1.3% percentage points
between the school years ending in 2016 and 2017. During

White Students
The percent of white non-Hispanic students ever attended
remained steady at 7.9% between the school years ending
in 2016 and 2017. During the 2016-2017 school year, the
CSAs with the highest percent of white students were
South Baltimore (88.4%) and Greater Roland Park/Poplar
Hill (65.1%). The CSAs with the lowest percent of white
students were Greater Mondawmin (0.3%) and Howard
Park/West Arlington (0.5%).
Hispanic Students
The percent of Hispanic students ever attended
increased from 8.4% to 9.7% between the school years
ending in 2016 and 2017. During the 2016-2017 school
year, the CSAs with the highest percent of Hispanic
students were Orangeville/East Highlandtown (72.1%)
and Highlandtown (67.1%). The CSAs with the lowest
percent of Hispanic students were Greater Mondawmin
(0.7%) and Greater Rosemont (1.3%).
Student Attendance
One of the most important factors for ensuring student
success is having consistent and routine attendance.
Ensuring students arrive to school on time, everyday has
become a major focus for Baltimore City agencies, school
system, and other multi-sector stakeholders. In general,
over the past several years, elementary and middle school
chronic absenteeism (missing at least 20 days) has is much
lower than high school chronic absenteeism.
Elementary School Absenteeism
The percentage of elementary school students in 1st
through 5th grades that were chronically absent increased from 15.3% to 17.9% between the school years
ending in 2016 and 2017. During the 2016-2017 school
year, Cherry Hill (30.9%) and Poppleton/The Terraces/
Hollins Market (30.3%) had the highest percentages of
chronically absent elementary school students.
Middle School Absenteeism
The percentage of middle school students that were
chronically absent increased slightly from 17.3% to
20.5% between the school years ending in 2016 and 2017.
During the 2016-2017 school year, the CSAs with the
highest percentage of chronically absent middle school
students was Clifton-Berea (31.8%) and Southwest Baltimore (30.9%).
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High School Absenteeism
The percentage of high school students that were chronically absent increased substantially from 37.2% to 52.1%
between the school years ending in 2016 and 2017.7
During the 2016-2017 school year, Cherry Hill (66.6%)
had the highest percentage of chronically absent high
school students followed by Upton/Druid Heights
(65.0%).
Kindergarten Readiness
Although Maryland has been assessing kindergarten
readiness for many years, beginning in the 2015-2016
school year, local school systems began to use the Kindergarten Readiness Assessment (KRA) tool to measure children’s readiness to do kindergarten work. The
KRA is a developmentally appropriate assessment tool
that measures the school readiness of incoming public-school kindergarteners across four learning domains.
Administered by kindergarten teachers at the start of
each school year, the KRA looks at the knowledge, skills,
and behaviors necessary to be successful in kindergarten. Kindergarten teachers use this information to
better understand the needs of their students and align
classroom instruction.

A child is considered to be ready for kindergarten if assessed as “demonstrating” the foundational skills and
behaviors that prepare him/her for curriculum based the
kindergarten standards. Due to the inability to match or
geocode 0.5% of the student addresses in the KRA data,
a small number of students were not included in this
indicator calculation. Therefore, the overall reported figures may differ slightly from those reported by BCPSS.
Kindergarten Readiness12
During the 2016-2017 school year, the percentage
of kindergarten students in Baltimore City considered “demonstrating” readiness was 38.0%. The
highest percentages were in South Baltimore
(70.6%) and Greater Roland Park/Poplar Hill (68.3%).

Student Performance
(Elementary, Middle, and High School)
The Baltimore City Public School System administers
the Partnership for Assessment of Readiness for College
and Careers (PARCC) measurement system to align
with adoption of the common core curriculum. This test
supersedes the previously administered Maryland State
Assessment (MSA) until 2014. Student scores are classified into one of five performance levels: exceeded expectations, met expectations, approached expectations,
partially met expectation, or did not meet expectations.
The first two levels have been identified as being “on
track for the next grade level.” Vital Signs 17 tracks the
percentage 3rd, 5th, and 8th graders who score met
or exceeded expectations in reading and math on the
PARCC tests.8 These indicators are normalized by the
total number of students who ever attended for each
of those grades. Due to the inability to match or geocode 3.8% of the student addresses in the PARCC data,
a small number of students were not included in the
student achievement analysis. Therefore, the following
numbers do not include all Baltimore Public School students and differ slightly from BCPSS reported figures

3rd Grade Achievement
From 2015-2016 to 2016-2017, the percent of students who
scored Advanced/Proficient on the math PARCC exam
increased from 18.7% to 19.4%. The scores ranged from
the highest rates in Greater Roland Park/Poplar Hill
(82.1%) to the lowest rates in Downtown/Seton Hill (4.6%).
From 2015-2016 to 2016-2017, the percent of students
who scored Advanced/Proficient on the reading PARCC
exam increased from 11.6% to 13.4%. The scores ranged
from the highest rates in Greater Roland Park/Poplar
Hill (69.2%) to the lowest rates in Harbor East/Little Italy (4.3%).
5th Grade Achievement
From 2015-2016 to 2016-2017, the percent of students
who scored Advanced/Proficient on the math PARCC
exam increased from 13.0% to 14.8%. The scores ranged
from the highest rates in Greater Roland Park/Poplar
Hill (71.4%) to the lowest rates in Cherry Hill (3.6%).

11.

T he Maryland Report Card also reported a dramatic decrease in high school attendance between 2016 and

2017. For more details on this issue, see Baltimore Sun (June 2018) “Nearly 1 in 5 Maryland students is
chronically absent. At some schools, the rate is more than 75 percent” https://www.baltimoresun.com/
education/bs-md-chronic-absenteeism-20180604-story.html

12.


In previous school years, the KRA was administered in September and October to all kindergarten students.
However, at the beginning of the 2016-2017 school year, the assessment window was reduced by half to
meet a state requirement that the assessment be complete by September 30. This resulted in less time
for kindergarten students to acclimate to their classroom environment, which may have affected overall
results. Because of this change in the assessment procedure, the Maryland Department of Education has
chosen not to compare this year’s KRA results with those of the previous year. Similarly, City Schools
does not recommend such a comparison of results.

13.

D uring the 2013-2014 school year, Baltimore City Public School students were transitioning to common

core standards. Beginning the 2015-2016 school year, the students were officially assessed for the first
time using the PARCC measurement system to align with adoption of the common core curriculum. http://
www.baltimorecityschools.org/parcc for more information.
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From 2015-2016 to 2016-2017, the percent of students
who scored Advanced/Proficient on the reading PARCC
exam increased from 11.5% to 13.8%. The scores ranged
from the highest rates in Greater Roland Park/Poplar
Hill (77.3%) to the lowest rates in Cherry Hill (3.9%).
8th Grade Achievement
From 2015-2016 to 2016-2017, the percent of students
who scored Advanced/Proficient on the math PARCC
exam decreased from 5.9% to 4.8%. The scores ranged
from the highest rates in Greater Roland Park/Poplar
Hill (25.0%) to the lowest rates in Canton, Harbor East/
Little Italy, and Highlandtown (0.0%).
From 2015-2016 to 2016-2017, the percent of students
who scored Advanced/Proficient on the reading PARCC
exam decreased from 14.0% to 13.8%. The scores ranged
from the highest rates in Greater Roland Park/Poplar
Hill (77.3%) to the lowest rates in Cherry Hill (3.9%).
Student Withdrawals, Completion, and Mobility

The Baltimore City School System and numerous other
partners, including city government, foundations, and
nonprofits continue to focus their efforts on reducing
school withdrawals and increasing high school completion. School switching within the same school year
has been shown to negatively impact a child’s behavioral and academic development Vital Signs 17 tracks the
withdrawal rate of students (9th through 12th grade), the
high school completion rate (for 12th graders only)9 and
the percentage of all students switching schools within
the same school year.
High School Dropout/Withdrawal Rate
The percentage of students that withdrew from Baltimore City public schools increased from 3.0% to 3.7%
between school years ending in 2016 and 2017. The
percentage of students that withdrew before completion in 2017 ranged from a high of 9.5% in Canton
and Cross-Country/Cheswolde to a low of 0.6% in
Harford/Echodale.
High School Completion
Baltimore City’s high school completion rate for 12th
graders decreased from 78.4% to 77.3% between school
years ending in 2016 and 2017. The CSAs with the highest overall completion rates were North Baltimore/
14.

Guilford/Homeland (94.9%) and Downtown/Seton Hill
(93.8%). The CSAs with the lowest completion rates
were Canton (50.0%) and Southeastern (66.0%).
School Switching (From Vital Signs 16)
The percentage of all students switching schools
within the same school year increased from 7.2% to 7.6%
between school years ending in 2015 and 2016. The
CSAs with the highest percentage of students switching were Brooklyn/Curtis Bay/Hawkins Point (10.6%),
Poppleton/The Terraces/Hollins Market (10.4%), and
Downtown/Seton Hill (10.1%). The CSAs with the
lowest percentage were Greater Roland Park/Poplar
Hill (3.6%), Canton (4.0%), and North Baltimore/Guilford/Homeland (4.4%).
Youth Engagement

Vital Signs 17 measures youth engagement by reporting
the percent of 16-19 year-olds who are in school and/or
working. Based on the 2013-2017 American Community
Survey, 87.3% of the persons aged 16-19 were either in
school and/or employed, which is a slight increase from
86.0% during 2006-2010.
16-19 Year-Olds in School and/or Working
From 2013 - 2017, five CSAs had 100% of persons aged 16
- 19 either in school and/or employed: Canton, Greater
Roland Park/Poplar Hill, Highlandtown, Inner Harbor/
Federal Hill, and Midtown. The CSAs with the fewest
persons aged 16-19 either in school and/or employed
were Claremont/Armistead (68.4%) and Greater Rosemont (69.5%). Greater Roland Park/Poplar Hill (3.6%),
Canton (4.0%), and North Baltimore/Guilford/Homeland (4.4%).
Youth Engagement
Vital Signs 17 measures youth engagement by reporting
the percent of 16-19 year-olds who are in school and/or
working. Based on the 2013-2017 American Community
Survey, 87.3% of the persons aged 16-19 were either in school
and/or employed, which is a slight increase from 86.0%
during 2006-2010.
16-19 Year-Olds in School and/or Working
From 2013 - 2017, five CSAs had 100% of persons aged 16 - 19
either in school and/or employed: Canton, Greater Roland
Park/Poplar Hill, Highlandtown, Inner Harbor/Federal
Hill, and Midtown. The CSAs with the fewest persons
aged 16-19 either in school and/or employed were Claremont/Armistead (68.4%) and Greater Rosemont (69.5%).RA

T he completion rate used for Vital Signs is the percentage of 12th graders that complete high school

out of all 12th graders enrolled at any time during that school year. The Maryland state department of
education and Baltimore city public schools calculations for completion rate of high school students are
based on a cohort spanning the 4-year high school period. Visit: http://www.mdreportcard.org/
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Indicator Definitions and Rankings
For each indicator reported in Vital Signs 17, we provide the data source, the years for
which it is reported, and the five CSAs with the highest and lowest values for the indicator
these may not correspond to positive or negative trends.

Student Enrollment
Number of Students
Officially Enrolled in 1st - 5th Grade
Measure of officially enrolled elementary school students .

Number of Students
Ever Attended 6th - 8th Grade
Measure of officially enrolled middle school students.

Definition: The number of children who have registered for
and attend 1st through 5th grade at a Baltimore City Public
School as of September 30th . This count only includes
students enrolled in public schools .(SOURCE: BALTIMORE

Definition: The number of children who have registered for
and attend 6th through 8th grade at a Baltimore City Public
School as of September 30th. This count only includes
students enrolled in public schools . (SOURCE: BALTIMORE

CITY PUBLIC SCHOOLS, 2009-2010, 2010-2011, 2011-2012,2012-2013,

CITY PUBLIC SCHOOLS, 2009-2010, 2010-2011, 2011-2012, 2012-2013,

2013-2014, 2014-2015, 2015-2016, 2016-2017)

2013-2014, 2014-2015, 2015-2016, 2016-2017)

Five Highest:
1. Cedonia/Frankford

Five Highest:
1. C
 edonia/Frankford

Five Lowest:
1. Canton

2. Greater Rosemont

2. South Baltimore

3. Belair-Edison

3. Downtown/Seton Hill

4. Southwest Baltimore

4. Inner Harbor/
Federal Hill

2. Greater Rosemont
3. Southwest Baltimore
4. B
 rooklyn/Curtis
Bay/ Hawkins Point
5. Belair-Edison

Five Lowest:
1. Canton
2. Downtown/Seton Hill
3. Fells Point
4. South Baltimore
5. Midtown

5. Allendale/
Irvington/S. Hilton

5. Fells Point

Number of Students
Ever Attended 1st - 5th Grade
Measure of elementary school students attending at any
point in the school year .

Number of Students
Officially Enrolled in 6th - 8th Grade
Measure of middle school students attending at any point
in the school year .

Definition: The number of children who have registered
for and attend 1st through 5th grade at a Baltimore City
Public School at any point during the school year . (SOURCE:

Definition: The number of children who have registered
for and attend 6th through 8th grade at a Baltimore City
Public School at any point in the school year . (SOURCE:

BALTIMORE CITY PUBLIC SCHOOLS, 2009-2010, 2010-2011, 2011-2012,

BALTIMORE CITY PUBLIC SCHOOLS, 2009-2010, 2010-2011, 2011-2012,

2012-2013, 2013-2014, 2014-2015, 2015-2016)

2012-2013, 2013-2014, 2014-2015, 2015-2016, 2016-2017)

Five Highest:
1. Cedonia/Frankford
2. Greater Rosemont
3. B
 rooklyn/Curtis Bay/
Hawkins Point
4. Southwest Baltimore
5. Belair-Edison

Five Highest:
1. C
 edonia/Frankford

Five Lowest:
1. Canton

2. Greater Rosemont

2. South Baltimore

Five Lowest:
1. Canton
2. Downtown/Seton Hill
3. Fells Point
4. South Baltimore
5. Midtown
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3. Southwest Baltimore

3. Downtown/Seton Hill

4. Belair-Edison

4. Fells Point

5. Brooklyn/Curtis Bay/
Hawkins Point

5. Inner Harbor/
Federal Hill

Education and Youth

Student Attendance

Number of Students
Officially Enrolled in 9th - 12th Grade
Measure of officially enrolled high school students .
Definition: The number of children who have registered
for and attend 9th through 12th grade at a Baltimore City
Public School as of September 30th. This count only
includes students enrolled in public schools. (SOURCE: BALTIMORE CITY PUBLIC SCHOOLS, 2009-2010, 2010-2011, 2011-2012, 20122013, 2013-2014, 2014-2015, 2015-2016, 2016-2017)

Five Highest:
1. Cedonia/Frankford

Five Lowest:
1. Canton

2. Greater Rosemont

2. South Baltimore

3. Belair-Edison

3. Downtown/Seton Hill

4. Southwest Baltimore

4. Fells Point

5. Allendale/Irvington/
S . Hilton

5. Mount Washington/
Coldspring

Percent of Students
That Are Chronically Absent
Elementary School 1st, 2nd, 3rd, 4th,
and 5th grade students
Share of students that miss at least 20 days of school in
a school year
Definition: The percentage of students that were recog
nized as being absent from public school 20 or more
days out of all students . (SOURCE: BALTIMORE CITY PUBLIC
SCHOOLS, 2009-2010, 2010-2011, 2011-2012, 2012-2013, 2013-2014, 20142015, 2015-2016, 2016-2017)

Five Highest:
1. Cherry Hill
2. Poppleton/The Terraces/
Hollins Market
3. Southern Park Heights
4. Upton/Druid Heights
5. Southwest Baltimore

Number of Students Ever
Attended 9th–12th Grade
Measure of high school students attending at any point
in the school year .
Definition: The number of children who have registered
for and attend 9th through 12th grade at a Baltimore City
Public School at any point in the school year . (SOURCE:
BALTIMORE CITY PUBLIC SCHOOLS, 2009-2010, 2010-2011, 2011-2012,
2012-2013, 2013-2014, 2014-2015, 2015-2016, 2016-2017)

Five Highest:
1. Greater Rosemont
2. Cedonia/Frankford
3. Belair-Edison
4. Southwest Baltimore
5. Allendale/Irvington/
S.Hilton

Five Lowest:
1. Canton
2. South Baltimore
3. Downtown/Seton Hill
4. Fells Point
5. Mount Washington/
Coldspring

Five Lowest:
1. Greater Roland
Park/Poplar Hill
2. Canton
3. Mount Washington/
Coldspring
4. South Baltimore
5. North Baltimore/
Guilford/Homeland

Percent of Students
That Are Chronically Absent
Middle School 6th, 7th,
and 8th grade students
Share of students that miss at least 20 days of school in a
school year .
Definition: The percentage of students that were recognized as being absent from public school 20 or more
days out of all students . (SOURCE: BALTIMORE CITY PUBLIC
SCHOOLS, 2009-2010, 2010-2011, 2011-2012, 2012-2013, 2013-2014, 20142015, 2015-2016, 2016-2017)

Five Highest:
1. Clifton-Berea

Five Lowest:

2. Southwest Baltimore

1. Mount Washington/
Coldspring

3. Brooklyn/Curtis Bay/
Hawkins Point

2. Greater Roland
Park/Poplar Hill

4. Greenmount East

3. North Baltimore/
Guilford/Homeland

5. Upton/Druid Heights

4. Inner Harbor/
Federal Hill
5. South Baltimore

—8—

Education and Youth

Percent of Students
That Are Chronically Absent
High School 9th, 10th, 11th, and 12th grades
Share of students that miss at least 20 days of school in a
school year .

Percent of Students that are
White (non-Hispanic)
Measure of students who are of a particular race.

Definition: The percentage of students that were recognized as being absent from public school 20 or more days
out of all students. (SOURCE: BALTIMORE CITY PUBLIC SCHOOLS,
2009-2010, 2010-2011, 2011-2012, 2012-2013, 2013-2014, 2014-2015, 2015-

Definition: The percentage of white (non-Hispanic)
students of any grade that attend any Baltimore City Public
School out of all public school students within an area in
a school year . (SOURCE: BALTIMORE CITY PUBLIC SCHOOLS,
2009-2010, 2010-2011, 2011-2012, 2012-2013, 2013-2014,2014-2015, 20152016, 2016-2017)

2016. 2016-2017)

Five Highest:
1. Cherry Hill
2. Upton/Druid Heights
3. S
 andtown-Winchester/
Harlem Park
4. Madison/East End
5. Southwest Baltimore

Five Lowest:
1. Greater Roland
Park/Poplar Hill
2. Mount Washington/
Coldspring
3. North Baltimore/
Guilford/Homeland
4. Cross-Country/
Cheswolde
5. South Baltimore

2. Howard Park/
West Arlington

3. Medfield/Hampden/
Woodberry/Remington

4. Loch Raven

3. Greater Rosemont
5. Southern Park Heights


Percent of Students that are
Hispanic
Measure of students who are of a particular ethnicity.

Definition: The percentage of Black/African American
students of any grade that attend any Baltimore City Public
School out of all public school students within an area in
a school year . (SOURCE: BALTIMORE CITY PUBLIC SCHOOLS,
2009-2010, 2010-2011, 2011-2012, 2012-2013, 2013-2014, 2014-2015, 2015-

Five Lowest:
1. South Baltimore
2. Highlandtown
3. Canton
4. Orangeville/East
Highlandtown
5. Greater Roland
Park/Poplar Hill

2. Greater Roland
Park/Poplar Hill

5. Canton

Percent of Students that are
Black/African American
Measure of students who are of a particular race .

Five Highest:
1. Greater Mondawmin
2. Greater Rosemont
3. Edmondson Village
4. S
 andtown-Winchester/
Harlem Park
5. Pimlico/Arlington/
Hilltop

Five Lowest:
1. Greater Mondawmin

4. North Baltimore/
Guilford/Homeland

Student Demographics

2016, 2016-2017)

Five Highest:
1. South Baltimore

Definition: The percentage of students of any grade level
who identify their ethnicity as being Hispanic attend
any Baltimore City Public School out of all public school
students within an area in a school year . (SOURCE: BALTIMORE CITY PUBLIC SCHOOLS, 2009-2010, 2010-2011, 2011-2012, 20122013, 2013-2014, 2014-2015, 2015-2016, 2016-2017)

Five Highest:
1. Orangeville/East
Highlandtown

Five Lowest:
1. Greater Mondawmin

2. H
 ighlandtown

3. Edmondson Village

3. Southeastern

2. Greater Rosemont

4. Fells Point

4. Pimlico/Arlington/
Hilltop

5. Patterson Park
North & East

5. Sandtown-Winchester/
Harlem Park
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Student Dropout,
Completion, and mobility
High School Dropout/Withdrawal Rate
Measure of students that withdrew from High School in
a school year .
Definition: The percentage of 9th through 12th graders who
withdraw from public school out of all high school students
in a school year . Withdraw codes are used as a proxy for
dropping out of school based upon the expectation that
withdrawn students are no longer receiving educational
services . A dropout is defined as a student who, for any
reason other than death, leaves school before graduation or the completion of a Maryland-approved education
program and is not known to enroll in another school
or State-approved program during a current school year
.(SOURCE: BALTIMORE CITY PUBLIC SCHOOLS, 2009- 2010, 20102011, 2011-2012, 2012-2013, 2013-2014, 2014-2015, 2015-2016, 2016-2017)

Five Highest:
1. Canton, CrossCountry/Cheswolde

Five Lowest:
1. Harford/Echodale

Percent of Students Switching Schools
within School Year (From Vital Signs 16)
Measure of student mobility in a school year.
Definition: The percentage of 1st through 12th graders
who change schools out of all students in a school year.
Students must have attended both schools for which they
were registered for at least one day. Additionally, this indicator only identifies the share of students that change
schools for any reasons and not the frequency, number of
school switches, or change in residences in a school year.
The percentage reflects the last home address available for
the student who changed schools. This may or may not be
the home address provided for the first school that they are
registered to attend. (SOURCE: BALTIMORE CITY PUBLIC
SCHOOLS, 2009-2010, 2010-2011, 2011-2012, 2012-2013,
2013-2014, 2014-2015, 2015-2016)

Five Highest:
1. Brooklyn/Curtis Bay/
Hawkins Point

Five Lowest:
1. Greater Roland
Park/Poplar Hill

2. Poppleton/The Terraces/
Hollins Market

2. C
 anton

2. Madison/East End

2. Greater Roland
Park/Poplar Hill

3. Downtown/Seton Hill

3. H
 ighlandtown

3. Loch Raven

4. M
 idtown

4. Inner Harbor/
Federal Hill

4. Dickeyville/
Franklintown

5. Southwest Baltimore

5. Brooklyn/Curtis Bay/
Hawkins Point

5. Downtown/Seton
Hill, Midtown

Definition: The percentage of 12th graders in a school
year that successfully completed high school out of all
12th graders within an area . Completers are identified as
completing their program of study at the high school level
and satisfying the graduation requirements for a Maryland
High School Diploma or the requirements for a Maryland
Certificate of Program Completion . (SOURCE: BALTIMORE
CITY PUBLIC SCHOOLS, 2009-2010, 2010-2011, 2011-2012, 2012-2013,

Five Highest:
1. North Baltimore/
Guilford/Homeland

Five Lowest:
1. Canton

2. Downtown/Seton Hill

3. Beechfield/Ten
Hills/West Hills

3. M
 edfield/Hampden/
Woodberry/Remington
4. D
 ickeyville/
Franklintown
5. Fells Point

2. Southeastern

4. Mount Washington/
Coldspring
5. South Baltimore

Student Performance

High School Completion Rate
Measure of students who successfully complete
High School .

2013-2014, 2014-2015, 2015-2016, 2016-2017)

3. North Baltimore/
Guilford/Homeland

Kindergarten Readiness Assessment
Measures of children entering kindergarten who are
assessed as “ready to learn.”
Definition: The Kindergarten Readiness Assessment
(KRA) measure children’s readiness to do kindergarten
work . The KRA is a developmentally appropriate assessment tool that measures of incoming public-school
kindergarteners across four learning domains . A child
is considered to be ready for kindergarten if assessed as
“demonstrating” the foundational skills and behaviors that
prepare him/her for curriculum based on the kindergarten standards.(SOURCE: BALTIMORE CITY PUBLIC SCHOOLS,
2015-2016, 2016-2017)

Five Highest:
1. Mount Washington/
Coldspring

Five Lowest:
1. Orangeville/East
Highlandtown

2. South Baltimore

2. Patterson Park
North & East

4. Oldtown/Middle East

3. Greater Roland
Park/Poplar Hill

5. Howard Park/
West Arlington

4. North Baltimore/
Guilford/Homeland
5. Lauraville
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3. Southeastern
4. Greenmount East
5. Fells Point
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Percentage of 3rd Grade Students who met
or exceeded PARCC Math
Measures the achievement and progress of students in
public school .
The Baltimore City Public School System administers
the Partnership for Assessment of Readiness for College
and Careers (PARCC) measurement system to align
with adoption of the common core curriculum. This test
supersedes the previously administered Maryland State
Assessment. Student scores are classified into one of five
performance levels: exceeded expectations, met expectations, approached expectations, partially met expectation, or did not meet expectations. The first two levels
have been identified as being “on track for the next grade
level .” (SOURCE: BALTIMORE CITY PUBLIC SCHOOLS, 2014-2015,

Percentage of 5th Grade Students who met
or exceeded PARCC Math
Measures the achievement and progress of students in
public school.
The Baltimore City Public School System administers
the Partnership for Assessment of Readiness for College
and Careers (PARCC) measurement system to align
with adoption of the common core curriculum. This test
supersedes the previously administered Maryland State
Assessment. Student scores are classified into one of five
performance levels: exceeded expectations, met expectations, approached expectations, partially met expectation, or did not meet expectations. The first two levels
have been identified as being “on track for the next grade
level .” (SOURCE: BALTIMORE CITY PUBLIC SCHOOLS, 2014-2015,

2015-2016, 2016-2017)

2015-2016, 2016-2017)

Five Highest:
1. Greater Roland
Park/Poplar Hill
2. South Baltimore
3. Mount Washington/
Coldspring
4. North Baltimore/
Guilford/Homeland

Five Highest:
1. Greater Roland
Park/Poplar Hill

Five Lowest:
1. Downtown/Seton Hill
2. Allendale/
Irvington/S. Hilton

2. C
 anton
3. Mount Washington/
Coldspring

3. Midway/Coldstream
4. Upton/Druid Heights

4. North Baltimore/
Guilford/Homeland

5. Greenmount East

Five Lowest:
1. Cherry Hill
2. Poppleton/The Terraces/
Hollins Market
3. Madison/East End
4. Brooklyn/Curtis Bay/
Hawkins Point
5. Allendale/
Irvington/S. Hilton

5. Canton

5. South Baltimore

Percentage of 3rd Grade Students who met or
exceeded PARCC Reading
Measures the achievement and progress of students in
public school .

Percentage of 5th Grade Students who met
or exceeded PARCC Reading
Measures the achievement and progress of students in
public school .
The Baltimore City Public School System administers
the Partnership for Assessment of Readiness for College
and Careers (PARCC) measurement system to align
with adoption of the common core curriculum. This test
supersedes the previously administered Maryland State
Assessment. Student scores are classified into one of five
performance levels: exceeded expectations, met expectations, approached expectations, partially met expectation, or did not meet expectations. The first two levels
have been identified as being “on track for the next grade
level .” (SOURCE: BALTIMORE CITY PUBLIC SCHOOLS, 2014-2015,

The Baltimore City Public School System administers
the Partnership for Assessment of Readiness for College
and Careers (PARCC) measurement system to align
with adoption of the common core curriculum. This test
supersedes the previously administered Maryland State
Assessment. Student scores are classified into one of five
performance levels: exceeded expectations, met expectations, approached expectations, partially met expectation, or did not meet expectations. The first two levels
have been identified as being “on track for the next grade
level .” (SOURCE: BALTIMORE CITY PUBLIC SCHOOLS, 2014-2015,
2015-2016, 2016-2017)

Five Highest:
1. Greater Roland
Park/Poplar Hill
2. Canton
3. South Baltimore
4. North Baltimore/
Guilford/Homeland
5. Mount Washington/
Coldspring

2015-2016, 2016-2017)

Five Lowest:
1. Downtown/Seton Hill
2. Harbor East/Little Italy
3. Madison/East End
4. Brooklyn/Curtis Bay/
Hawkins Point
5. Greenmount East

Five Highest:
1. Greater Roland
Park/Poplar Hill

Five Lowest:
1. Cherry Hill

2. North Baltimore/
Guilford/Homeland

3. Upton/Druid Heights

3. Inner Harbor/
Federal Hill
4. Mount Washington/
Coldspring
5. South Baltimore
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2. Southern Park Heights
4. Greenmount East
5. Allendale/
Irvington/S. Hilton

Education and Youth

Percentage of 8th Grade Students who met
or exceeded PARCC Math
Measures the achievement and progress of students in
public school.
The Baltimore City Public School System administers
the Partnership for Assessment of Readiness for College
and Careers (PARCC) measurement system to align
with adoption of the common core curriculum. This test
supersedes the previously administered Maryland State
Assessment. Student scores are classified into one of five
performance levels: exceeded expectations, met expectations, approached expectations, partially met expectation, or did not meet expectations . The first two levels
have been identified as being “on track for the next grade
level .” (SOURCE: BALTIMORE CITY PUBLIC SCHOOLS, 2014-2015,
2015-2016, 2016-2017)

Youth Labor Force Engagement
Percentage of Population aged 16-19
in School and/or Employed
Measures youth participation in productive activities .
Definition: The percentage of persons aged 16 to 19 who are
in school and/or are employed out of all persons in their
age cohort . (SOURCE: AMERICAN COMMUNITY SURVEY, 2006-2010,
2011-2015, 2012-2016, 2013-2017)

Five Highest:
1. Canton, Greater
Roland Park/Poplar
Hill, Highlandtown,
Inner Harbor/Federal
Hill, Midtown

Five Highest:
1. Greater Roland
Park/Poplar Hill

Five Lowest:
1. Canton, Harbor East/
Little Italy, Highlandtown

2. Inner Harbor/
Federal Hill

2. Dorchester/Ashburton

4. Hamilton

3. Cherry Hill

5. North Baltimore/
Guilford/Homeland

3. South Baltimore
4. North Baltimore/
Guilford/Homeland
5. Midtown

4. Belair-Edison

2. N
 orthwood
3. Southeastern

5. Sandtown-Winchester/
Harlem Park

Percentage of 8th Grade Students who met
or exceeded PARCC Reading
Measures the achievement and progress of students in public
school.
The Baltimore City Public School System administers
the Partnership for Assessment of Readiness for College
and Careers (PARCC) measurement system to align
with adoption of the common core curriculum. This
test supersedes the previously administered Maryland
State Assessment. Student scores are classified into one
of five performance levels: exceeded expectations, met
expectations, approached expectations, partially met
expectation, or did not meet expectations . The first two
levels have been identified as being “on track for the next
grade level .” (SOURCE: BALTIMORE CITY PUBLIC SCHOOLS, 20142015, 2015-2016, 2016-2017)

Five Highest:
1. Greater Roland
Park/Poplar Hill

Five Lowest:
1. Cherry Hill

2. North Baltimore/
Guilford/Homeland

3. Upton/Druid Heights

3. Inner Harbor/
Federal Hill
4. Mount Washington/
Coldspring

2. Southern Park Heights
4. Greenmount East
5. Allendale/
Irvington/S. Hilton

5. South Baltimore
—12—

Five Lowest:
1. Claremont/Armistead
2. Greater Rosemont
3. Brooklyn/Curtis Bay/
Hawkins Point
4. Southern Park Heights
5. Beechfield/Ten
Hills/West Hills
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Arts and Culture

arts and culture as well as a breakdown of data into the
neighborhood level for further analysis. While additional
related sources are available on location-specific scales,
only citywide inventories are currently included in order
to ensure consistency across all Community Statistical
Areas (CSAs). 5 When possible, indicators are created by
normalizing these data to the population size of each area.
Normalizing data reflects the concentration of the indicators relative to the population, and allows for comparisons across neighborhoods over time.

Rate of Event Permits per 1,000 Residents, 2017

Public Events

Public events are temporary convening areas in public
rights-of-way that generally involve community participation, input, and initiative. Beyond promoting neighborhood activity, public events are directly linked to
increases in civic engagement overall .6 Vital Signs tracks
the frequency of public events through the number of
event permits requested per 1,000 residents for activities
such as parades, festivals, block parties, and marathons. 7

Event Permits
Between 2016 and 2017, the number of event permits
requested per 1,000 residents in Baltimore City increased
to from 1 .7 to 12.0 per 1,000 residents. The CSAs with
the greatest rates of event permit requests were Downtown/ Seton Hill (29.0 per 1,000 residents), Inner Harbor/
Federal Hill (13.9 per 1,000 residents), and Harbor East/
Little Italy (13.5 per 1,000 residents).
The CSAs that experienced the greatest increase in
the rate of event permits requested per 1,000 residents
included Downtown/Seton Hill (+12.9 per 1,000 residents)
and Inner Harbor/Federal Hill (+2,4 per 1,000 residents).
The CSAs that experienced the greatest decrease in
the rate of event permits When possible, indicators are
created by normalizing these data to the population size

Data Key
Green colored text denotes a positive change.
Red colored text denotes a negative change.
Blue colored text denotes a neutral change.

Rate per
1,000 Residents:

No permits
0.1 - 1.3
1.4 - 3.2
3.3 - 7.8
7.9 - 13.9
14.0 - 29.0

of each area. Normalizing data reflects the concentration
of the indicators relative to the population and allows for
comparisons across neighborhoods over time.

Public Art (from Vital Signs 16)

In 1964, Baltimore became the second city in the country to pass a Percent-for-Art law, which requires 1% of
all capital construction costs go to toward public art.
Since then, over 300 works have been publicly-funded
as a part of this program, including murals, monuments,
paintings, and sculptures. In 2007, the City of Baltimore
created a nine-member citizen public art commission that
reviews gifts of public art and administers the Percentfor-Art program. 8

5. C
 SAs are groups of census tracks that correspond to neighborhoods which vary in size. See Vital Signs
17 Introduction.

6. A
 nn Markusen and Anne Gadwa, (2010) “Creative Placemaking,”
7. I
 f a public event,such as a marathon or festival, extends into the boundaries of multiple CSAs, the centroid
of the event is used to determine the event’s CSA. All events are counted once per an event permit request.
8.

Baltimore Office of Promotion & the Arts Public Art Commission. Retrieved from: www.promotionand
arts.org/arts-council/baltimore-public-art-commission
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Public Art per 1,000 Residents 9
Public art is defined by BOPA as city-funded artwork
that “enhances the cityscape, quality of life, and artistic and -creative climate in Baltimore” . 10 Monuments,
murals, paintings, sculptures, stained glass, fountains,
and mosaics are among the art forms counted in the public
art indicator

increased by 69 murals. The CSAs that increased in
number of murals included Upton/ Druid Heights (+14
murals), Sandtown-Winchester/Harlem Park (+12 murals),
and Midtown (+12 murals). The CSAs that decreased in
number of murals included Westport/ Mt. Winans/Lakeland (-10 murals) and the Waverlies (-4 murals).

In 2016, there were 1.3 works of public art per 1,000 residents in the City of Baltimore. The CSAs with the greatest rates of city-funded public art included Downtown/
Seton Hill (15.5 per 1,000 residents), the Waverlies (4.3
per 1,000 residents), and Greater Charles Village/Barclay
(4.3 per 1,000 residents). Two CSAs, Mt. Washington/
Coldspring and Southeastern, had zero works of cityfunded public art.

The arts and culture economy encompasses a diversity
of industries that create employment and stimulate the
economy allow for educational opportunities in the arts
and related fields, market and brand a city or neighborhood, contribute to creative placemaking and the reuse
of spaces for communities, and brand and market a city or
neighborhood. These industries range from spaces where
the arts can be enjoyed, such as theaters or art studios,
to institutions of learning that teach visual, musical, and
performing arts, to businesses that involve creative skill
sets, such as architecture firms or advertising agencies.

The CSAs that experienced the greatest increase in rate
of public art included Midtown (+1.9 per 1,000 residents),
and Greater Charles Village/Barclay (+1.3 per 1,000 residents). The CSAs with the greatest declines included
Westport/Mt. Winans/Lakeland (-2.9 per 1,000 residents)
and Oldtown/Middle East (-2.8 per 1,000 residents).

Number of Murals
City-funded murals are included in both the public art
indicator as well as a separate indicator in order to track
where they are emerging throughout the City. Murals, a
highly visible and growing art form in Baltimore, capture
community sentiments and history engaging both residents and visitors.
In 2016, there were a total of 295 publicly funded murals in
the City of Baltimore. The CSAs with the largest number
of publicly-funded murals included Downtown/Seton
Hill (46 murals), Upton/Druid Heights (21 murals), Sandtown-Winchester/Harlem Park (18 murals), and Washington Village/Pigtown (18 murals). Fourteen CSAs had
zero publicly-funded murals. Between 2015 and 2016,
the number of publicly-funded murals in Baltimore City

9.

Arts and Culture Economy11

Vital Signs 17 includes both rates of and number of persons
employed in arts-related businesses, which are defined
as belonging to industries that allow for the consumption
and enjoyment of arts and culture, and rates of businesses
and number of persons employed in the creative economy,
which is defined as industries that use and support artistic and cultural skill sets to attract and generate capital,
knowledge, and information 12

Arts-Related Businesses
From 2016 to 2017, the number of arts-related businesses
in Baltimore City remained steady at 0.6 per 1,000 residents. The CSAs that experienced the greatest increase
included Dickeyville/Franklintown (+0.25 businesses
per 1,000 residents), South Baltimore (+0.2 businesses
per 1,000 residents), and Greater Govans (+0.1 businesses
per 1,000 residents). The CSAs with the greatest declines
were Downtown/Seton Hill (-1.1 businesses per 1,000 residents) and Inner Harbor/Federal Hill (-0.4).

ue to InfoUSA’s survey methodology, which consists of compiling a
D
numbers to conduct a sample phone survey, some businesses, such as
represented. Additionally, firms with multiple branches may report
location, distorting employee counts by geography. For this reason,
data are not recommended

list of publicly-available phone
those without landlines, are not
total employment out of a single
year-over-year comparisons of the

10. D
 ata on publicly-funded public art comes from the BOPA. While several examples of privately-funded public
art exist in Baltimore, these data are not tracked by BOPA or by any one source. Comparisons of these
indicators from previous Vital Signs reports may be difficult due to improvements in how the BOPA tracks
publically-funded public art.
11. B
 altimore Office of Promotion & the Arts Public Art Commission (2011 October). City of Baltimore Public
Art Guidelines 2012.
12. F
or a complete list of SIC and NAICS codes used to define arts-based and creative economy industries,
see Arts & Culture Economy Indicators

—3—

Arts and Culture

In 2017, the CSAs with the largest rate of arts-related
businesses per 1,000 residents included Downtown/Seton
Hill (7.6 businesses per 1,000 residents) and Midtown (3.7
businesses per 1,000 residents). Clifton-Berea, Dorchester/Ashburton, and Westport/Mt. Winans/Lakeland had
zero arts-related businesses per 1,000 residents.

Creative Economy Businesses
The rate of businesses and number of persons employed
in the creative economy includes arts-related industries
From 2016 to 2017, the rate of businesses in the creative
and adds other creative industries, such as architecture,
marketing, and publishing. 13

Arts-Related Employment
In 2017, the CSAs with the largest number of persons
employed in arts-related businesses were Inner Harbor/
Federal Hill (1,070 employees), followed by Downtown/
Seton Hill (657 employees), and Midtown (552 employees).
Clifton Berea, Dorchester/ Ashburton, and Westport/
Mt. Winans/ Lakeland had zero persons employed in
arts-related businesses.

From 2016 to 2017, the rate of businesses in the creative
economy in Baltimore City decreased slightly from 1 .4
to 1 .3 per 1,000 residents. The CSAs that experienced
the greatest increase include Midway/Coldstream (+0.3
- businesses per 1,000 residents) and North Baltimore/
Guilford/Homeland (+0 .3 businesses per 1,000 residents).
The CSAs with the greatest decrease included Downtown/Seton Hill (-2.2 businesses per 1,000 residents),
Greater Roland Park/Poplar Hill (-0.7 businesses per
1,000 residents), and Inner Harbor/Federal Hill (-0.5 businesses per 1,000 residents).

Rate of Businesses in the
Creative Economy per 1,000 Residents, 2017

Creative Economy Employment
In 2017, there were 15,477 persons in Baltimore employed
in the creative economy, a decline from 16,090 in 2016.
The CSAs with the largest number of persons employed
in the creative economy were Midtown (3,562), Downtown/Seton Hill (2,144), and Fells Point (1,590). Greenmount East had zero residents employed in the creative
economy in 2017.

Library Membership14,15

Rate per
1,000 Residents:

No businesses
0.1 - 0.7
0.8 - 1.9
2.0 - 3.1
3.2 - 6.7
6.8 - 15.2

Baltimore is home to the Enoch Pratt Free Library system,
one of the oldest continuously operating free public
library systems in the country. One of the most important
community assets of a neighborhood is the local public
library, which provides access to literature and information both as traditional print media and in digital
formats. Public libraries also provide spaces for residents
of all ages to engage in literary and cultural events, workshops, and educational activities. In 2013, Pratt libraries
began offering classes to educate members about how
to download e-books onto digital devices and continued
expanding digital resources, which may explain some
increases in library membership

13. F
or a complete list of SIC and NAICS codes used to define arts-based and creative economy industries,
see Arts & Culture Economy Indicators.
14. D
ata obtained through a data-sharing agreement from the Enoch Pratt Free Library. Library membership data
for 2015 onwards counts all active card types for all members of a household with a membership card, including library cards that do not expire. Previous totals for registered borrowers/active library users did not
include users who have a library card that does no expire. For these reasons, comparison of the data between
years is not recommended.
15. P
lease note that the Vital Signs 17 data is based on the Enoch Pratt Free Library fiscal year 2018 data (July
1, 2017–June 30, 2018).
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Although this indicator is categorized within the Arts
and Culture section of Vital Signs 17, it is easily associated with education indicators, as libraries are places for
preschoolers to adult-learners, as well as workforce and
economic development indicators, providing a place for
free access to Internet resources.

Persons with Library Cards
Between 2016 and 2017, the number of persons in Baltimore with library cards per 1,000 residents decreased
from 313.2 to 266.1 per 1,000 residents. The CSAs that
experienced the greatest decrease in persons with
library cards per 1,000 residents were Midway/Coldstream (-90.5 per 1,000 residents), Midtown (-77.2 per
1,000 residents), and Cherry Hill (-73.3).
The CSAs with the highest number of residents with
active library cards included Cherry Hill, despite having
a decline from 2016 to 2017, at (411.1 per 1,000 residents),
The Waverlies (403.7 per 1,000 residents), and Patterson Park North & East (436 .2 per 1,000 residents). The
CSAs with the lowest numbers of residents with active
library cards included Morrell Park/Violetville (74.7 per
1,000 residents) and Cross-Country/Cheswolde (116.1
per 1,000 residents)..
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Indicator Definitions and Rankings
For each indicator reported in Vital Signs 17, we provide the data source, the years for
which it is reported, and the five CSAs with the highest and lowest values for the indicator;
these may not correspond to positive or negative trends.

Public Events

Public Art
(from Vital Signs 16)

Number of Event Permits Requested
per 1,000 Residents

Measures the total number of event permits requested in an area.
Definition: The number of event permits requested per 1,000
residents. Events include, but are not limited to, festivals, block
parties, races, and parades. In the event of a large event, the
central point is used to calculate the location of the request.
(SOURCE: ENVISTA, WITH PERMISSION FROM THE BALTIMORE
CITY DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION, 2014, 2015, 2016, 2017)

Five Highest:
1. Downtown/Seton Hill

Five Lowest:
1. Morrell Park/Violetville

2. Inner Harbor/
Federal Hill

2. Cross-Country/
Cheswolde

3. Harbor East/Little Italy

3. Southeastern

4. Canton

4 Loch Raven

5. Midtown

5. Forest Park/Walbrook

Public Art per 1,000 residents
Measures the concentration of public art.
Definition: The number of works of publicly funded art per
1,000 residents. These works include, but are not exclusive
to, murals, monuments, sculptures, mosaics, and stained
glass. The Baltimore Office of Promotion and the Arts
tracks works created through the 1% for Public Art and
Baltimore Mural Programs and maintains general inventories of public art and murals.(SOURCE: BALTIMORE OFFICE
OF PROMOTION AND THE ARTS, 2014, 2015, 2016)

Five Highest:
1. Downtown/Seton Hill
2. The Waverlies
3. Greater Charles
Village/Barclay
4. Midtown
5. Oldtown/Middle East

Five Lowest:
1. Mount Washington/
Coldspring,
Southeastern
2. C
 ross-Country/
Cheswolde
3. Hamilton
4. Edmondson Village
5. Loch Raven

Number of Murals per CSA
Measures the number of murals per CSA.
Definition: The number of publicly funded murals per CSA.
Murals are also included in the “Public Art per 1,000 residents” indicator. (SOURCE: BALTIMORE OFFICE OF PROMOTION AND THE ARTS, 2014, 2015, 2016)

Five Highest:

1. Downtown/Seton Hill
2. Upton/Druid Heights
3. Sandtown-Winchester/
Harlem Park
4. Washington
Village/Pigtown
5. M
 idtown

—7—

Five Lowest:

Fourteen CSAs did
not have any murals.

Arts and Culture

Arts & Culture Economy

Public Library
Number of Persons with Library Cards
per 1,000 Residents

Number of Arts-Related Businesses
per 1,000 Residents

Definition: The rate of persons per 1,000 residents that
possess a valid public library system card. This includes
all library card types (first card, juvenile, young adult, adult).

Definition: The number of businesses (both for-profit and
non-profit) that are directly related to arts and culture per
1,000 residents. Arts-related businesses are defined as
belonging to industries that allow for the consumption and
enjoyment of arts and culture. The following industries
are identified by their primary NAICS code: art dealers
(4539); art schools (6166); independent artists, writers,
and performers (7115); libraries (5191); motion picture and
film (5213, 5322); museums, historical sites, zoos, gardens,
and parks (7121); music, literary, and visual arts-related
retail/supplies (4511, 4512); and performing arts (7111). The
following industries are identified by their primary SIC
codes: art and music instruction (8049, 8299); art galleries,
dealers, and consultants (5999); art publishers (2741);
calligraphers (7336); designers (1521); embroidery (7389);
libraries (8231); museums and arts organizations (8412);
music and live entertainment (7929); music, literary, and
visual arts-related retail/supplies (3931, 5192, 5736, 5932,
5942, 5945, 5946, 5999, 7699); parks (7999); photography
(7221); theaters and theatrical support (7832, 7922); writers,
artists, musicians, and composers (8999); and zoos (8422).

Measures the concentration of arts-related businesses in
an area.

Measures the total number of persons having a library card
in an area.

(SOURCE: ENOCH PRATT FREE LIBRARY, 2011, 2012, 2013,
2014, 2015, 2016, 2017; U.S. CENSUS, 2010)

Five Highest:

Five Lowest:

1. Cherry Hill

1. Morrell Park/Violetville

2. The Waverlies

2. Cross-Country/
Cheswolde

3. Patterson Park
North & East
4. Oldtown/Middle East
5. Highlandtown

3. Dickeyville/
Franklintown
4. Howard Park/
West Arlington
5. Beechfield/TenHills/
West Hills

(SOURCE:INFOUSA, 2011, 2012, 2013, 2014, 2015, 2016,
2017; U.S. CENSUS, 2010)

Five Highest:
1. Downtown/Seton Hill
2, Midtown
3. Inner Harbor/
Federal Hill
4. Fells Point
5. Greater Charles
Village/Barclay

Five Lowest:
1. Clifton-Berea,
Dorchester/Ashburton,
Westport/Mt.
Winans/Lakeland
2. A llendale/
Irvington/S. Hilton
3. Sandtown-Winchester/
Harlem Park
4. Patterson Park
North & East
5. B
 eechfield/Ten
Hills/West Hills
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Total Employment in Arts-Related
Businesses

Number of Businesses in the
Creative Economy per 1,000 Residents

Measures the total number of persons employed in arts-related
businesses in an area.

Measures the concentration of creative economy businesses
in an area.

Definition: The number of persons employed in arts-related
businesses (both for-profit and non-profit). This number does
not count those persons who identify themselves as being artists
and does not count sole proprietorships or persons who work
part-time in the arts. The same industries used to calculate the
rate of arts-related businesses are used to calculate total employment in arts-related businesses. (SOURCE: INFOUSA, 2011, 2012,

Definition: The rate of businesses (both for-profit and
non-profit) that are in the creative economy per 1,000
residents. The creative economy is defined as industries
that use and support artistic and cultural skillsets to attract
and generate capital, knowledge, and information. Artsbased businesses are included in the creative economy. In
addition to the industries included in the rate of arts-based
businesses indictor, the following industries are identified by
their primary NAICS code: advertising (5418); architecture
(5413); design (5414); motion picture and video production
(5121); music publishing and sound recording (5122); news
syndicates (5191); photography (5419); printing and publishing
(3231, 4512, 5111); radio stations (5151); and textiles (3132).In
addition to the industries included in the rate of arts-based
businesses indictor, the following industries are identified by
their primary SIC code: advertising (5199, 7311, 7313, 7319);
architecture (8712,8748); business writing (899); fashion
designers (5699,5944); graphic design and commercial
art (7336); interior design (7389); landscape design (7810);
media (7383); motion picture and video support (7812, 7819);
photography (7221, 7335, 7384); print media (2711, 2721, 2731,
5963,5994); printing and publishing (2732, 2741, 2752, 2759,
2789,8742); radio (4832); restoration (7641); television (4833,
4841,7922, 8249); textiles (5131, 5949); and website design
(7373).(SOURCE:INFOUSA,2011, 2012, 2013, 2014, 2015, 2016,

2013, 2014, 2015, 2016, 2017; U.S. CENSUS, 2010)

Five Highest:

1. Inner Harbor/ Federal Hill
2. Downtown/Seton Hill
3. Midtown
4. Greater Charles
Village/Barclay
5. Oldtown/Middle East

Five Lowest:

1. Clifton-Berea, Dorchester/
Ashburton, Westport/
Mt. Winans/Lakeland
2. Greater Mondawmin,
Sandtown-Winchester/
Harlem Park
3. Claremont/Armistead,
Loch Raven, Madison/
East End
4. Beechfield/Ten Hills/
West Hills, Chinquapin
Park/Belvedere, Howard
Park/West Arlington,
Midway/Coldstream

2017; U.S.CENSUS, 2010)

5. Forest Park/Walbrook,
Morrell Park/
Violetville, Patterson
Park North & East

Five Highest:

Total Employment in the Creative Economy

Measures the total number of persons employed in creative
economy businesses in an area.
Definition: The number of persons employed in the creative
economy (both for-profit and non-profit). This number does not
count those persons who identify themselves as being artists
and does not count sole proprietorships or persons who work
part-time in the arts. The same industries used to calculate the
rate businesses in the creative economy are used to calculate
total employment in the creative economy. (SOURCE: INFOUSA,

1. Downtown/Seton Hill
2. Midtown
3. Medfield/Hampden/
Woodberry/Remington
4. Harbor East/Little Italy
5. Inner Harbor/
Federal Hill

2011, 2012, 2013, 2014, 2015, 2016, 2017; U.S. CENSUS, 2010)

Five Highest:
1. M
 idtown
2 Downtown/Seton Hill
3. Fells Point
4. M
 edfield/Hampden/
Woodberry/Remington
5. Inner Harbor/Federal Hill

Five Lowest:
1. Greenmount East
2. Allendale/Irvington/S.
Hilton
3. D
 ickeyville/Franklintown
4. Upton/Druid Heights
5. Sandtown-Winchester/
Harlem Park
—9—

Five Lowest:

1. Dorchester/Ashburton
2. A llendale/
Irvington/S.Hilton
3. Sandtown-Winchester/
Harlem Park
4. Southern Park Heights
5. Clifton-Berea

Arts and Culture
Data Tables
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Sustainability
In 2018, Baltimore completed a new sustainability plan with the aim of being a city that
meets the needs of current residents without undermining the human and environmental resources on which future generations will rely.1 Based on significant community
engagement, the new plan focuses on resources like clean air and land, and strong
neighborhood ties that undergird sustainability. Expansion of the city’s urban tree
canopy through the planting and stewardship of trees improves air quality and offers
many social and economic benefits. Fossil fuel powered transportation remains part
of the landscape, as car-use has increased and transit use declined. Commute travel
times have increased, and for the second year in a row, the Central Maryland Transportation Alliance gave the region a “D” on its Transportation Report Card.2 Despite
universal distribution of municipal trash cans in 2016, in 2017 citizen calls for dirty
streets and alleys increased, as did calls for clogged storm drains.

Baltimore’s sustainability plan sets worthy goals for a
broad range of interconnected issues including transportation, greening and energy conservation. The city’s participation in the USA Sustainable Cities Initiative (USA-SCI), 3
further emphasizes Baltimore’s commitment to achieving
the global sustainable development goals (SDGs) adopted
by the United Nations in 2015.
The transportation sector generated nearly one-third of
all greenhouse gas emissions in the US in 2017. 4 A series
of policy decisions reinforced dependence on privately
owned vehicles. Investments that would have helped
reduce vehicle miles traveled, such as the Baltimore Red
Line light rail, were canceled in 2015. In 2017 the Maryland Transportation Administration launched the Baltimore LINK, the first system route upgrade in decades. The
average daily bus stop ridership within communities is a
new indicator in Vital Signs 17 which aims to measure the
connectedness to the bus network.
Despite this investment, the percentage of Baltimore
commuters who choose public transit to get to work has
remained steady, while the percentage traveling more than
45 minutes has increased.

With regard to solid waste, in 2016 the Department of
Public Waste launched the municipal trash can program5
which aimed to keep streets, alleys and waterways clean,
as well as deter rodents. Every residential address receiving city trash pick-up received a durable, wheeled, lidded
can with an identification number unique to that address.
High hopes accompanied this effort, especially in neighborhoods most affected by trash and illegal dumping. Paradoxically, by 2017, citizen calls for service of dirty streets
and alleys actually increased. Calls to the 311 system for
trash-related issues may signal a greater sense of vigilance or responsibility after the new cans were distributed.
Ultimately, achievement of sustainability goals will
require ongoing creativity, persistence, collaboration and
monitoring.

Data

Vital Signs 17 includes 19 indicators for Community Statistical Areas (CSAs)6 track the city’s progress toward sustainability . These indicators are grouped into the categories:
transportation, sanitation, greening, energy and weatherization, and community engagement.

1. 2
 018 Update of the Baltimore City Sustainability Plan www.baltimoresustainability.org
2. T
 ransportation Report Card, visit http://www.cmtalliance.org/reportcard/
3. B
 altimore’s Sustainable Future: Localizing the UN Sustainable Development Goals, Strategies and Indicators (2016) http://www.ubalt.edu/about-ub/sustainable-cities/
4. Sources of Greenhouse Gas Emissions (2017) https://www.epa.gov/ghgemissions/sources-greenhouse-gas-emissions
5. B
 altimore City Department of Public Works, Municipal Trash Can Program https://publicworks.baltimorecity.
gov/solid-waste/cans
6. 
CSAs are groups of census tracts that correspond to neighborhoods. See Vital Signs 17 Introduction.
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Data for Vital Signs 17 Sustainability indicators come from
sources that can be grouped into the following categories:

(38.5%), Oldtown/ Middle East (41.7%), and Madison/East
End (42.3%) .,

City sources: CitiStat/Baltimore 311, Department of
Public Works, Department of Parks and Recreation-TreeBaltimore, Board of Elections

Public Transportation
During 2013-2017, 18.2% of Baltimore City residents used
public transportation to commute to work. The CSAs with
the highest percentage of residents who used public transportation to commute to work included Sandtown-Winchester/Harlem Park (44.8%), Greenmount East (42.5%),
and Southern Park Heights (37.0%). The CSAs with the
lowest percentage of residents who used public transportation to commute to work included Canton (3.1%),
South Baltimore (6.1%), and Greater Roland Park/Poplar
Hill (6.2%).

State sources: Maryland Department of Housing
and Community Development, Maryland Transit
Administration
Federal sources: American Community Survey
Proprietary sources: Walk Score®
When possible, indicators are created by normalizing data
by population or the number of residential properties to
establish rates that allow for comparison across neighborhoods and over time.

Transportation

Urban living often means having access to alternative
means of transportation that reduce vehicle miles traveled by car. Baltimore’s mid-size transportation system
includes regional rail (MARC), Metro, light rail, the Charm
City Circulator, and a system of local and commuter buses.
While transportation is robust for movement north and
south, problems with accessibility still persist in movement east and west. In addition, recent research has shown
that “walkability” is necessary for cities to thrive7 and that
where transit use is high, so too is walking and/or biking.
Vital Signs 17 tracks several indicators that measure use
of alternative transportation, travel time to work, and zero
vehicle households.

Drive Alone
During 2013-2017, 60.0% of Baltimore City residents drove
alone to work. The CSAs with the highest percentage of
residents who drove alone to work included Canton (81.8%),
During 2013-2017, 60.0% of Baltimore City residents drove
alone to work. The CSAs with the highest percentage of
residents who drove alone to work included Canton (81.8%)
Hamilton (80.9%), and Mount Washington/Coldspring
(80.8%) . The CSAs with the lowest percentage of residents
who drove alone to work included Downtown/Seton Hill
Data Key
Green colored text denotes a positive change.
Red colored text denotes a negative change.
Blue colored text denotes a neutral change.

Carpooling
During 2013-2017, 9.1% of Baltimore City residents used
carpools to travel to work. The CSAs with the highest
percentage of residents who used carpools to travel to
work included Orangeville/East Highlandtown (18.4%),
Westport/Mount Winans/Lakeland (17.7%), and Brooklyn/Curtis Bay/Hawkins Point (16.3%) . The CSAs with the
lowest percentage of residents who used carpools to travel
to work included Midtown (2.8%), Dorchester/Ashburton
(3.8%), and Downtown/Seton Hill (4.2%).
Walking
During 2013-2017, 6.6% of Baltimore City residents walked
to work. The CSAs with the highest percentage of residents
who walked to work included Downtown/Seton Hill (38.9%),
Harbor East/Little Italy (24.1%), and Oldtown/Middle East
(22.1%). The CSAs with the lowest percentage of residents
who walked to work included Harford/Echodale (0.6%),
Hamilton (0.7%), and Cedonia/Frankford (1.0%).
No Personal Vehicle Access
The mode of transportation that someone uses to get to
work is correlated to access to a personal car. Based on
the 2013-2017 ACS, 29.0% of the households in Baltimore
City did not have a vehicle available for personal use. The
CSAs with the highest percentage of residents without
access to a vehicle included Oldtown/Middle East (66.2%),
Upton/Druid Heights (59.2%), and Sandtown-Winchester/
Harlem Park (56.6%). The CSAs with the lowest percentage of residents without a vehicle included Canton (4.5%),
South Baltimore (6.1%), and Greater Roland Park/Poplar
Hill (6.6%).
Average Daily Bus Stop Ridership
While Baltimore has an extensive network of bus stops,
how many riders board or alight at a stop within communi-

7. 
Jeff Speck 2012) Walkable City: How Downtown Can Save America, One Step at a Time.
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ties is an indicator of how well the system serves existing
residents and whether the neighborhood is a destination
for other passengers in the network. In 2017, the average
daily bus ridership per 1,000 residents was 500. Only 11
CSAs had daily bus ridership higher than the citywide
average. The CSAs with the highest average daily bus
ridership were Downtown/Seton Hill (10,379 per 1,000 residents) and Greater Mondawmin (2,058 per 1,000 residents).
The CSAs with the lowest average daily bus ridership
were Canton (62 per 1,000 residents) and Cross-Country/
Cheswolde (76 per 1,000 residents).

WalkScore®
In 2017, Baltimore City had a WalkScore of 56.2, which
places the city as a whole in the “somewhat walkable”
category, meaning that some amenities are within walking distance.

• 16 CSAs were ranked as “very walkable” (having a Walk
Score between 70 and 90) including Midtown (89.4),
Madison/East End (88.8), and Patterson Park North &
East (88.6).
• 21 CSAs were ranked as “somewhat walkable” (having a
Walk Score between 50 and 70) including Medfield/		
Hampden/Woodberry (69.0), Glen-Fallstaff (68.1) and
Greater Rosemont (68.0).
• 12 CSAs were ranked as being “car dependent” (having a
Walk Score less than 50) including Brooklyn/Curtis Bay/
Hawkins Point (19.7), Dickeyville/Franklintown (26.1),
and Southeastern (30.1).

Commuting Less than 15 Minutes
From 2006-2010 to 2013-2017, the percentage of city residents commuting to work with a commute time of less than
15 minutes decreased slightly from 18.6% to 15.9%. During
2013-2017, the percentage of residents with a commute
time of less than 15 minutes ranged from a high of 34.0%
in Harbor East/Little Italy to a low of 5.2% in Dickeyville/
Franklintown.

• 6 CSAs were ranked as being a “walkers’ paradise”
(having a Walk Score greater than 90) including
Downtown/Seton Hill (95.7), Fells Point (94.6), and
Harbor East/Little Italy (94.2).
Percent Traveling More than 45 Minutes to
Get to Work by CSA, 2012-2016

Commuting Between 15-29 Minutes
From 2006-2010 to 2013-2017, the percentage of city residents traveling to work with a commute of between 15 and
29 minutes decreased slightly from 38.5% to 38.2%. During
2013-2017, the percentage of residents with a commute time
between 15 and 29 minutes ranged from a high of 51.0% in
North Baltimore/Guilford/Homeland to a low of 19.8% in
Harbor East/Little
Commuting Between 30-44 Minutes
From 2006-2010 to 2013-2017, the percentage of city residents commuting to work with a commute time between
30 and 44 minutes increased slightly from 24.0% to 25.0%.
During 2013-2017, the percentage of residents with a
commute time between 30 and 44 minutes ranged from a
high of 34.8% in Cedonia/Frankford to a low of 13.0% in
Morrell Park/Violetville.

Percent of Commuters
11.3% - 14.8%
14.9% - 19.6%
19.7% - 23.4%
23.5% - 28.3%
28.4% - 33.9%

Commuting More than 45 Minutes
From 2006-2010 to 2013-2017, the percentage of city residents commuting to work with a commute greater than 45
minutes increased from 19.6% to 20.8%. During 2013-2017,
the percentage of residents with a commute greater than
45 minutes ranged from a high of 36.8% in Southern Park
Heights to a low of 11.2% in Medfield/Hampden/Woodberry/Remington. Sandtown-Winchester/Harlem Park to
a low of 11.3% in Inner Harbor/Federal Hill.
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Sanitation

In 2009, when Baltimore residents were surveyed about
what sustainability issue was most important to them, sanitation or cleanliness rose to the top as an important component of quality of life. Vital Signs 17 continues to track two
indicators that measure the cleanliness of Baltimore City:
the rate of dirty streets and alleys and the rate of clogged
storm drain. Data originates from 311-system service
requests, which occur when residents, employees of businesses, or city employees use the phone, website or mobile
app to report a wide variety of non-emergency incidents
or problems ranging from piles of trash to broken streetlights to potholes to broken equipment at a public park.

Dirty Streets and Alleys
From 2016 to 2017, the rate of reported dirty streets and
alleys increased from 54.3 to 66.1 per 1,000 residents. In
2017, the CSAs with the highest rates of reported dirty
streets and alleys included Southwest Baltimore (248.5
per 1,000 residents), Patterson Park North & East (216.0 per
1,000 residents), and Washington Village/Pigtown (208.8
per 1,000 residents). The CSAs with the lowest rates of
reported dirty streets and alleys included Cross-Country/
Cheswolde (3.2 per 1,000 residents), Dickeyville/Franklintown (8.8 per 1,000 residents), and Harford/Echodale (10.6
per 1,000 residents).
Clogged Storm Drains
From 2016 to 2017, the rate of reported clogged storm
drains increased from 3.4 to 4.1 per 1,000 residents. In 2017,
the CSAs with the highest rates of reported clogged storm
drains included Downtown/Seton Hill (10.4 per 1,000 residents), Westport/Mount Winans/Lakeland (10.0 per 1,000
residents), and Morrell Park/Violetville (9.0 per 1,000
residents). The CSAs with the lowest rates of reported
clogged storm drains included Dickeyville/Franklintown
(1.0 per 1,000 residents), Cross-Country/Cheswolde (1.2
per 1,000 residents), and Dorchester/Ashburton (1.4 per
1,000 residents).

Greening

Baltimore City is home to many green spaces, parks, and
waterways. Some of the more widely recognized locations include the Inner Harbor, Middle Branch, Druid Hill,
Gwynns Falls, and Herring Run Parks. City residents in
particular value access to green spaces as a place to recreate, exercise, and congregate, but the city’s green spaces

also serve a vital role in ensuring clean air and water for
long-term urban sustainability. Baltimore neighborhoods
actively participate in increasing access to green spaces
through tree planting and other watershed protection
activities such as stream clean-ups. These efforts not only
provide public health benefits but directly impact water
quality in the city, region, and ultimately the entire Chesapeake Bay. 8 Vital Signs 17 tracks two indicators for tree
canopy and number of trees planted.	

Number of Trees Planted
In 2017, there were 2,989 trees planted in Baltimore through
the Mayoral initiative TreeBaltimore9 . The CSAs with the
greatest number of trees were planted in Brooklyn/Curtis
Bay/Hawkins Point (459), Greenmount East (299), and
Clifton-Berea (257). Eleven (11) CSAs had no trees planted
through the TreeBaltimore initiative in 2017.
Tree Canopy10
Studies throughout the United States have shown that
communities are losing tree canopy due to a wide range
of threats. In Baltimore, however, tree canopy experienced
an approximate 1% increase between 2007 and 2015. In
2015, 28% of the city’s total land area was covered with trees,
which is a slight increase from 27% with the previously
available data in 2007. By CSA, percentage of tree canopy
ranges from a high of 73% in Dickeyville / Franklintown
to a low of 4% in Highlandtown.

Energy Use

One of the biggest issues that has gained importance for
neighborhoods over the past decade is the use, conservation, and cost of residential energy. Research has shown
that programs aimed at providing incentives for installing devices in the home to reduce consumption (compact
fluorescent light bulbs, smart meters, energy saving appliances) or provide education on energy efficient practices
impact the entire neighborhood through greater residential stability and investment.11.

Homes Heated By Gas
Based on the 2013-2017 ACS, nearly two-thirds (65.1%) of
the city’s residences were heated using utility gas. The
percentage of residences heated by utility gas ranged from
a high of 77.2% in Madison/East End to a low of 28 .6% in
Downtown/Seton Hill. There were three other CSAs where

8. F
or more information on Baltimore's plan for sustainable water quality, visit http://www.cleanwaterbaltimore.org/
9. Data comes from TreeBaltimore, an umbrella organization for City agencies and private/non-profit entities
involved in increasing Baltimore’s tree canopy. For more information, visit www.treebaltimore.org
10.
US Forest Service (2017). “Urban Tree Canopy sees increase in Baltimore” https://www.nrs.fs.fed.us/news/
release/Baltimore-tree-canopy.
11.
Austin Troy (2012). The Very Hungry City: Urban Energy Efficiency and the Economic Fate of Cities. Yale
University Press.
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at least 75% of the residences were heated using utility
gas: Belair-Edison (76.3%), Greater Rosemont (75.7%), and
Hamilton (75.4%).

Homes Heated By Electricity
Based on the 2013-2017 ACS, just over a quarter (27.0%)
of the city’s residences were heated using electricity. The
percentage of residences heated by electricity ranged
from a high of 64.6% in Downtown/Seton Hill to a low of
12.5% in Hamilton .

Community Engagement
(from Vital Signs 16)

Since 2000 when the first Vital Signs report was released,
the percentage of persons registered to vote and the
percentage of persons actually voting in the general
election have been tracked as key indicators to measure
community engagement. These indicators show steady
increase in voter registration, but more variable rates of
actual voting.

Percent of Population 18+
Who Voted in the Last Election12
In 2016, 78.8% of the City residents over the age of 18 were
registered to vote, which is an increase from 76.9% in
2014. The percentage of residents over the age of 18 who
were registered to vote ranged from a high of 99.4%12 in
South Baltimore to a low of 57.7% in Brooklyn/Curtis Bay/
Hawkins Point. Four more CSAs had at least 90% of the
residents over the age of 18 were registered to vote: Mount
Washington/Coldspring (98.4%), Edmondson Village
(93.6%), Greater Roland Park/Poplar Hill (91.1%) and The
Waverlies (90.9%).
Percent of Population 18+ Registered to Vote
In 2016, 48.2% of City residents voted in the general election, versus 37 .3% in 2014 and 51 .5% in 2012 . The percentage of residents voting in the general election ranged from
a high of 75 .6% in Mount Washington/Coldspring to a low
26 .1% in Brooklyn/Curtis Bay/Hawkins Point.

12. T
 his indicator is calculated by dividing the total
number of registered voters from the Baltimore City
Board of Elections by the voting age population
from the 2010 US Census.
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Indicator Definitions and Rankings
For each indicator reported in Vital Signs 17, we provide the data source, the years for
which it is reported, and the five CSAs with the highest and lowest values for the indicator; these may not correspond to positive or negative trends.

Transportation
Percent of Population
That Uses Public Transportation
to Commute to Work

Percent of Population
Driving Alone to Work

Measures the share of workers that commute alone by car
to their job.

Measures the share of workers that commute by public
transit to their work.

Definition: The percentage of commuters driving alone
out of all commuters aged 16 and above. (SOURCE: AMERI-

Definition: The percentage of commuters that use public
transit out of all commuters aged 16 and above. (SOURCE:

CAN COMMUNITY SURVEY, 2013-2017)

Five Highest:
1. Canton

Five Lowest:
1. Downtown/Seton Hill

2. Hamilton

2. Oldtown/Middle East

3. Mount Washington/
Coldspring
4. Greater Roland
Park/Poplar Hill

AMERICAN COMMUNITY SURVEY, 2013-2017)

Five Highest:
1. Sandtown-Winchester/
Harlem Park

3. Madison/East End

1. Canton
2. South Baltimore

2. Greenmount East

4. S
 andtown-Winchester/
Harlem Park

3. Greater Roland
Park/Poplar Hill

3. Southern Park Heights
4. Southwest Baltimore

5. Greenmount East

5. South Baltimore

Five Lowest:

5. Madison/East End

4. Mount Washington/
Coldspring
5. H
 ighlandtown

Percent of Population
Carpooling to Work

Percent of Population
That Walks to Work

Measures the share of workers that commute by carpool
to their work.

Measures the share of workers that commute by walking
to their work.

Definition: The percentage of commuters that carpool out
of all commuters aged 16 and above. (SOURCE: AMERICAN

Definition: The percentage of commuters that walk to work
out of all commuters aged 16 and above. (SOURCE: AMERI-

COMMUNITY SURVEY,2013-2017)

Five Highest:
1. Orangeville/East
Highlandtown

Five Lowest:

CAN COMMUNITY SURVEY, 2013-2017)

1. Midtown

Five Highest:
1. Downtown/Seton Hill

2. Westport/Mount
Winans/Lakeland

3. Downtown/Seton Hill

3. Brooklyn/Curtis Bay/
Hawkins Point
4. A llendale/
Irvington/S. Hilton

2. Dorchester/Ashburton

Five Lowest:
1. Harford/Echodale

2. Harbor East/Little Italy

2. H
 amilton

4. Greater Roland
Park/Poplar Hill

3. Oldtown/Middle East

3. Cedonia/Frankford

4. Midtown

4. Belair-Edison

5. Inner Harbor/
Federal Hill

5. Greater Charles
Village/Barclay

5. Edmondson Village

5. Edmondson Village
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Percent of Population
That Uses Other Means to
Commute to Work

Percent of Employed
Population with Travel Time to Work of
15-29 Minutes

Measures the share of workers that commute to work by
any other means, such as a taxi, motorcycle, or bicycle.

Measures the length of commute.

Definition: The percentage of commuters that spend
between 15 and 29 minutes commuting to work out of all
commuters aged 16 and above. (SOURCE: AMERICAN COMMU-

Definition: The percentage of commuters that use other
means to travel to work out of all commuters aged 16 and
above. (SOURCE: AMERICAN COMMUNITY SURVEY, 2013-2017)

NITY SURVEY, 2013-2017)

Five Lowest:
1. Beechfield/Ten
Hills/West Hills

Five Highest:
1. North Baltimore/
Guilford/Homeland

Five Lowest:
1. Harbor East/Little Italy

2. Upton/Druid Heights

2. Upton/Druid Heights

3. M
 edfield/Hampden/
Woodberry/Remington

3. Cross-Country/
Cheswolde

3. Greater Roland
Park/Poplar Hill

3. Washington
Village/Pigtown

4. Midtown

4. W
 estport/Mount
Winans/Lakeland

4. Morrell Park/Violetville

Five Highest:
1. The Waverlies
2. Greater Charles
Village/Barclay

5. North Baltimore/
Guilford/Homeland

5. M
 edfield/Hampden/
Woodberry/Remington

5. Cherry Hill

2. Midway/Coldstream

4. Southern Park Heights
5. Cherry Hill

Percent of Employed
Population with Travel Time to Work of
30-44 Minutes

Percent of Households
With No Vehicles Available

Measures the percentage of households that do not have
a personal vehicle available.

Measures the length of commute.

Definition: The percentage of households that do not have
a personal vehicle available for use out of all households in
an area. (SOURCE: AMERICAN COMMUNITY SURVEY, 2013-2017)

Definition: The percentage of commuters that spend
between 30 and 44 minutes traveling to work out of all
commuters aged 16 and above. (SOURCE: AMERICAN COMMU-

Five Highest:
1. Oldtown/Middle East

Five Lowest:
1. Canton

NITY SURVEY, 2013-2017)

2. Upton/Druid Heights

2. South Baltimore

3. S
 andtown-Winchester/
Harlem Park

3. Greater Roland
Park/Poplar Hill

4. Southwest Baltimore

4. Mount Washington/
Coldspring

5. Madison/East End

Five Highest:
1. Cedonia/Frankford
2. Loch Raven
3. Howard Park/
West Arlington
4. Midway/Coldstream
5. Edmondson Village

5. Hamilton

Measures the length of commute.

Definition: The percentage of commuters that spend less
than 15 minutes commuting to work out of all commuters
aged 16 and above. (SOURCE: AMERICAN COMMUNITY SURVEY,
2013-2017)

2. Downtown/Seton Hill
3. Oldtown/Middle East
4. Southeastern
5. Greater Roland
Park/Poplar Hill

1. Morrell Park/Violetville
2. Oldtown/Middle East
3. North Baltimore/
Guilford/Homeland
4. Greater Roland
Park/Poplar Hill
5. P
 oppleton/The
Terraces/Hollins Market

Percent of Employed
Population with Travel Time to Work of
0-14 Minutes

Five Highest:
1. Harbor East/Little Italy

Five Lowest:

Five Lowest:
1. Dickeyville/
Franklintown
2. Southern Park Heights
3. Edmondson Village
4. B
 elair-Edison
5. Harford/Echodale
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Percent of Employed
Population with Travel Time to Work of
45 Minutes or More

Bike Lane Miles
(From Vital Signs 12)

Measures the linear miles of designated bike lanes within
the roadway system.

Measures the length of commute.

Definition: The percentage of commuters that spend more
than 45 minutes traveling to work out of all commuters
aged 16 and above. (SOURCE: AMERICAN COMMUNITY SURVEY,
2013-2017)

Five Highest:
1. Southern Park Heights
2. Sandtown-Winchester/
Harlem Park
3. B
 elair-Edison
4. Midway/Coldstream
5. Greenmount East

Five Lowest:
1. Medfield/Hampden/
Woodberry/Remington

Definition: BikeBaltimore is the Department of Transportation’s bike program and includes incorporating cycling
in many transportation projects, installing bike racks and
coordinating cycling events. This indicator measures the
amount of linear miles of designated bike lanes in each
CSA. (SOURCE: BIKEBALTIMORE – DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION, 2012)

Five Highest:
1. Downtown/Seton Hill

2. Downtown/Seton Hill
3. Inner Harbor/
Federal Hill

2. Harbor East/Little Italy
3. Fells Point

4. South Baltimore

4. Midtown

5. Canton

5. Inner Harbor/
Federal Hill

Walk Score

Measures the walkability (convenience to various amenities) of an area.
Definition: The Walk Score® is calculated by mapping
out the distance to amenities in nine different categories
(grocery stores, restaurants, shopping, coffee shops, banks,
parks, schools, book stores/libraries, and entertainment)
and are weighted according to importance. The distance
to a location, counts, and weights determine a base score
of an address, which is then normalized to a score from 0
to 100. More information on Walk Score can be found at
http://www .walkscore .com/. (SOURCE: WALK SCORE® 2017)
Five Highest:
1. Downtown/Seton Hill
2. Fells Point
3. Harbor East/Little Italy
4. Highlandtown
5. Oldtown/Middle East

Five Lowest:
Seven CSAs did not
have any bike lanes.

Average Daily Bus Stop Ridership
per 1,000 Residents
Measure of utilization of the bus network.

Definition: Maryland Department of Transportation’s
Maryland Transit Administration Bus Stops including
CityLink, LocalLink, Express BusLink, Commuter Bus
& Intercity Bus. Automatic Passenger Counting (APC)
system data reflects average daily weekday bus stop
ridership (boarding and alighting) from the Fall schedule period and does not exclude outliers. (SOURCE: MARY-

Five Lowest:

LAND TRANSIT ADMINISTRATION, 2017; U.S. CENSUS, 2010)

1. Brooklyn/Curtis Bay/
Hawkins Point

Five Highest:
1. Downtown/Seton Hill

2. Dickeyville/
Franklintown

2. Greater Mondawmin
3. Oldtown/Middle East

3. Southeastern

4. Orangeville/East
Highlandtown

4. Mount Washington/
Coldspring

5. The Waverlies

5. Claremont/Armistead
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Five Lowest:
1. Canton
2. Cross-Country/
Cheswolde
3. South Baltimore
4. Fells Point
5. Greater Roland
Park/Poplar Hill
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Sanitation

Energy and Weatherization

Rate of Dirty Street and Alley Reports
per 1,000 Residents

Percent of Homes Heated by Utility Gas

Measure of homes that use utility gas for heat.

Measure of cleanliness in the public rights-of-way.

Definition: The rate of service requests for dirty streets and
alleys through Baltimore’s 311 system per 1,000 residents.
More than one service request may be made for the same
issue but is logged as a unique request. (SOURCE: BALTIMORE CITY CITISTAT, 2011, 2012, 2013, 2014, 2015, 2016,
2017; U.S. CENSUS, 2010)

Five Highest:

Five Lowest:

1. Southwest Baltimore

1. Cross-Country/
Cheswolde

2. Patterson Park
North & East
3. W
 ashington
Village/Pigtown
4. Madison/East End
5. Greenmount East

Definition: The percentage of homes that use utility gas
for heat and cooking out of all homes. (SOURCE: AMERICAN
COMMUNITY SURVEY, 2013-2017)

Five Highest:
1. Madison/East End
2. B
 elair-Edison

2. Harbor East/Little Italy

3. Greater Rosemont

3. Midtown

4. Hamilton

4. Inner Harbor/
Federal Hill

5. Northwood

2. Dickeyville/
Franklintown

Percent of Homes Heated by Electricity

Measure of homes that use electricity for heat.

4. North Baltimore/
Guilford/Homeland

Definition: The percentage of homes that use electricity
for heat and cooking out of all homes. (SOURCE: AMERICAN

5. Cherry Hill

COMMUNITY SURVEY, 2013-2017)

Measure of cleanliness in storm waterways.

Definition: The rate of service requests for addressing
clogged storm drains made through Baltimore’s 311 system
per 1,000 residents. More than one service request may be
made for the same issue but is logged as a unique request.

Five Highest:
1. Downtown/Seton Hill

Five Lowest:
1. Hamilton

2. Inner Harbor/
Federal Hill

2. Midway/Coldstream

3. Midtown
4. Harbor East/Little Italy
5. Oldtown/Middle East

(SOURCE: BALTIMORE CITY CITISTAT, 2011, 2012, 2013, 2014,
2015, 2016, 2017; U.S. CENSUS, 2010)

2. Westport/Mount
Winans/Lakeland
3. Morrell Park/Violetville
4. Fells Point
5. Canton

5. Oldtown/Middle East

3. Harford/Echodale

Rate of Clogged Storm Drain Reports
per 1,000 Residents

Five Highest:
1. Downtown/Seton Hill

Five Lowest:
1. Downtown/Seton Hill

Five Lowest:
1. Dickeyville/
Franklintown
2. Cross-Country/
Cheswolde
3. Dorchester/Ashburton
4. C
 laremont/Armistead
5. Edmondson Village
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3. Lauraville
4. B
 elair-Edison
5. D
 orchester/Ashburton
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Percent of Residential
Properties Weatherized
(From Vital Signs 16)

Number of Trees Planted

Measures the annual number of trees planted in Baltimore.

Measure of residential weatherization to increase
energy efficiency and safety.
Definition: The percent of residential properties that were
eligible for and received weatherization assistance such as
air sealing or furnace replacements during the year. The
Weatherization Assistance Program helps eligible low-income households lower their energy costs by increasing
the energy efficiency of their homes, while ensuring their
health and safety. (SOURCE: MARYLAND DEPARTMENT OF HOUSING AND COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT, 2011, 2012, 2013, 2014,
2015, 2016; U.S. CENSUS, 2010)

Five Highest:
1. Oldtown/Middle East
2. Pimlico/Arlington/
Hilltop
3. Southwest Baltimore

Five Lowest:
Ten CSAs had zero
percent of homes eligible
for and/or receiving
WAP services.

Definition: The Baltimore City Department of Parks and
Recreation’s TreeBaltimore program has the goal of planting over 8,000 trees per year. This is part of the mayor’s
initiative to attract 10,000 new families to Baltimore and
to provide a greener, sustainable environment. This indicator measures the number of trees planted annually by
the TreeBaltimore program. (SOURCE: BALTIMORE CITY
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION TREEBALTIMORE,
2014, 2015, 2016, 2017)

Five Highest:
1. Brooklyn/Curtis Bay/
Hawkins Point
2. Greenmount East
3. Clifton-Berea
4. Greater Rosemont
5. Cherry Hill

4. Sandtown-Winchester/
Harlem Park

Percent of Area Covered by Trees

Measure of tree canopy in an area .

5. Greater Rosemont

Definition: The percent of total land area comprised of tree
canopy. The primary sources for this land cover layer were
high-resolution aerial imagery and 3D airborne LiDAR
data. Other sources of data include the City’s planimetric GIS database (building footprints and road casing
polygons). (ANALYSIS BY:UNIVERSITY OF VERMONT SPATIAL

Green Space and Water Use
(from Vital Signs 14)
Number of Community Managed
Open Spaces

ANALYSIS LAB. DATA CURRENT AS OF 2015)

Measures of community managed open spaces in an area.
Definition: The number of community managed open
spaces in an area that include community gardens
(food-producing or ornamental), Adopt-A-Lots, or some
other green space managed by the community. (SOURCE:

Five Highest:
1. Dickeyville/
Franklintown

Five Lowest:
1. Highlandtown

2. Mount Washington/
Coldspring

3. South Baltimore

AND PEOPLE, MASTER GARDENERS, THE JOHNS HOPKINS CENTER

3. Greater Roland
Park/Poplar Hill

FOR A LIVABLE FUTURE, AND POWER IN DIRT. ANALYSIS:

4. Edmondson Village

BALTIMORE NEIGHBORHOOD INDICATORS ALLIANCE-JACOB

5. Forest Park/Walbrook

DATA WAS INTEGRATED FROM BALTIMORE GREEN SPACE, PARKS

FRANCE INSTITUTE, 2014)

Five Highest:
1 . Greenmount East
2. Southwest Baltimore
3. Upton/Druid Heights

Five Lowest:
Eleven CSAs have
no trees planted.

Five Lowest:
Eight CSAs have zero
community managed
open spaces.

4. Sandtown-Winchester/
Harlem Park
5. Penn North/
Reservoir Hill
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2. Southeastern
4. Madison/East End
5. Patterson Park
North & East
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Community Engagement
(From Vital Signs 16)
Percent of the Population
Who Are Registered to Vote

Measures civic engagement.

Definition: The percentage of persons over the age of 18
registered to vote out of all persons 18 years and over.
(SOURCE: BALTIMORE CITY BOARD OF ELECTIONS, 2010, 2012,
2014, 2016)

Five Highest:
1. South Baltimore
2. Mount Washington/
Coldspring
3. Edmondson Village
4. Greater Roland
Park/Poplar Hill
5. The Waverlies

Five Lowest:
1. Brooklyn/Curtis Bay/
Hawkins Point
2. Greater Charles
Village/Barclay
3. Orangeville/East
Highlandtown
4. S
 outheastern
5. Morrell Park/Violetville

Percent of Population
Who Voted in the Last General Election

A proxy measure designed to reflect neighborhood action
and participation in community life.
Definition: The percentage of persons who voted in the
last general election out of all registered voters. (SOURCE:
BALTIMORE CITY BOARD OF ELECTIONS, 2010, 2012,
2014, 2016)

Five Highest:
1. Mount Washington/
Coldspring
2. Greater Roland
Park/Poplar Hill
3. South Baltimore
4. Beechfield/Ten
Hills/West Hills
5. Lauraville

Five Lowest:
1. Brooklyn/Curtis Bay/
Hawkins Point
2. Southeastern
3. Orangeville/East
Highlandtown
4. Morrell Park/Violetville
5. Southwest Baltimore
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